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PREFACE 


M....ponta (or rather the territory incorrectly 
designated by that name, which has been under 
Turkish domination since the Middle Ages) was 
divided at the Treaty of Bucharest (1913) between 
the Serbs, Greeks, and Bulgars. But the Bulgars, 
who so tteacherously attacked their former allies, 
and were defeated by them, were not satisfied with 
the share allotted to them. They sought an oppor- 
tunity to seize from their neighbours this territory 
at once so rich and so unfortunate.. On the out- 
break of the European War they thought that 
their chance had come. For a whole year the 
Government of Sofia and King Ferdinand deluded 
the Allies into believing in their neutrality, and 
even in their active military assistance—at a price 
—whereas they were resolved to join with the 
Central Powers, whom they firmly believed would 
be the victors. They intended by this stratagem to 
gain the time necessary to prepare to take the field 
with an army completely recovered from the 
disastrous summer of 1913, and also to choose 
what seemed to them the most auspicious moment. 
This came in the autumn of 1915, when little 
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Serbia, after a year’s fighting anda terrible epidemic 
of typhus fever, was attacked in the north by an 
overwhelming Austro-Hungarian force. Then it 
was that this unfortunate country received a stab 
in the back, and her still unconquered army was 
driven off national territory. 

Bulgaria thought that she had attained her 
object. She held the whole of Macedonia and the 
greater part of Old Serbia. She thought that her 
pan-Bulgar dream had come true. But she was 
cruelly disillusioned. After almost three years of 
exile the Serbian flag returned in triumph to its 
own country, and the cruel invader was driven 
from the villages of Macedonia and the old home 
of the Serbian haiduk. The grave of pan-Bulgar 
dreams was dug by the gallant Serbian and Allied 
soldiers on the heights of Dobro-Polye, Sokol, 
Vetrenik, Kuchkov Kamen and Kozyak. Five 
years after her first defeat, the kingdom of 
Ferdinand of Coburg, already known to history as 
the Felon, was again conquered. ‘The Treaty of 
Neuilly in 1919 consecrated the Allied victory, yet 
the lot of Bulgaria was less heavy than that of her 
allies ; in fact, apart from Western Thrace, which 
was given to Greece, the Bulgars lost nothing but 
the little salient of Strumitsa and some narrow 
Strips of territory at Tsaribrod, and by the Danube. 
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So, after being twice defeated in war, Bulgaria 
remains far larger than she was before the Balkan 
Wars. 

It would be reasonable to suppose that Bulgaria 
would fairly accept the situation, for which she 
herself is responsible, and try to build up normal 
or even friendly relations with her vi€torious 
neighbours. Unfortunately this has not been the 
case. While solemnly protesting her submission 
to the conditions imposed by the Peace Treaty, 
she has sought to create the utmost difficulties for 
her neighbours, especially the Serbs, in Mace- 
donia. Her comitadjis have invaded, and Still 
invade, the south of the Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes, and are terrorising and 
murdering the peaceful Macedonian population. 
The Sofia Government protests to the world that 
they have no part in what is being done on Serbian 
territory, and their propaganda service is insinuat- 
ing that the invasions of the comitadjis are simply 
revolts of the Macedonian population against their 
Serbo-Croat masters. 

Being thoroughly acquainted with Macedonia, 
its population, and the comitadji question, I pro- 
pose in these pages to give a short but properly 
documented account of what the comitadjis did 
during and after the war, and what they are doing 
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now. This I do as a disinterested man, for I] am 
not a Serb, and those who know me, know that 
all I did during the war had but one end—to serve 
the cause of right and liberty. But I also write 
as a man who has no use for hearsay evidence, who 
‘goes himself to verify on the spot with his own 
eyes and ears what has been told to him. Thus 
the evidence that I will cite has been collected by 
me and can be confirmed by witnesses, whose 
names I will give. 


R. Ae R. 


SHtTip, MACEDONIA, 
March, 1924. 
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THE COMITADJI QUESTION IN 
SOUTHERN SERBIA 


I 


THe Frrst MACEDONIAN REVOLUTIONARY 
COMMITTEE 


In 1894 the first Macedonian revolutionary com- 
mittee was established at Sofia. This committee, 
of which the first president was Stoyan Mihayl- 
ovski, took the name of “ Vrhoven Komitet.” 
The avowed aim of this association was to liberate 
Macedonia from the Turkish yoke—its secret aim 
was to prepare for the annexation of Macedonia 
by Bulgaria. Previous to this, Bulgarian propa- 
ganda in church and school had already well 
prepared the way. Part of the Slavonic popula- 
tion of Macedonia, weaty of the abuses of the 
Phanariot clergy, and unable to understand the 
Greek liturgy, had taken up the idea of a schism 
when the Bulgarian Exarchate was created in 1870. 
Nevertheless, this conversion to the schism did 
not mean that the population regarded themselves 
as Bulgarians; it was nothing more than a 
protest against the Phanariot clergy and the use 
in church of a language not understood of the 
people. However, the Softa committee took 
advantage of the adhesion of the inhabitants of 
Macedonia to the schism, to declare them Bulgars, 
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and to seek to increase the number of schismatics. 
Church and school having done their utmost, 
the members of the Revolutionary Committee 
had to seek for some other means to “ schisma- 
tise ” the Macedonians and so declare to the world 
that Macedonia was Bulgarian, for Europe, with 
its complete ignorance of the East and its people, 
had adopted religion as a distinctive index of 
nationality. The “ Vrhoven Komitet ” proceeded 
to make use of comitadjis (so-called from a 
Turkish word meaning “member of a com- 
mittee ”), men who used to terrorise and by brute 
force compel the people to submit to their orders, 
which they received from Sofia. 

Obviously the comitadjis of the Sofia com- 
mittee could not bring fire and sword into Mace- 
donia without coming into conflict with the Turks, 
who still retained some power there. The Turkish 
army pursued the Bulgar comitadjis, generally 
without any excess of zeal, and in the collisions 
that occurred a certain number of Turks and 
comitadjis were killed. However, if we consult 
the documents relating to the struggle of the 
Bulgar comitadjis in Macedonia, we find that the 
number of soldiers and Turkish officials killed is 
far less than the number of Macedonians, Greeks 
and Slavs who were massacred because they 
refused to take up the cause of the schism, and, 
as a consequence, declare themselves to be 
Bulgars. And in spite of all, the Sofia committee 
made skilful use of propaganda in Paris, London, 
and all the great capitals that its men were sacrific- 
ing themselves for the liberty of Macedonia. And 
it had a fair field. Who at that time would have 
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dared to risk his life in a country which had the 
teputation of being almost: as wild as Central 
Africa, to find out the truth there? A few journal- 
ists did go as far as Salonica and some of the 
larger towns in Macedonia, but being absolutely 
ignorant of the country, they were in the hands 
of the Turkish authorities, who inspired them 
with their views and interpretations of the situa- 
tion, which were obviously very far from the 
‘truth. Certain clear-hearted journalists, it is true, 
drew the attention of the public to the tragedy 
that was being played out there, but the European 
public were so engrossed in other affairs that they 
accepted the protestations of the Sofia committee 
on the theme of the liberation of Macedonia from 
the Turkish yoke. 


Il 


THE MACEDONIANS IN THE REVOLUTIONARY 
COMMITTEE 


THE original Revolutionary Committee at Sofia 
had consisted of Macedonians and Bulgars. 
These Macedonians were immigrants into Bul- 
garia. After the creation of the Exarchate, and the 
intense Bulgarian propaganda carried on in 
church and school, a fairly large number of 
Macedonians had left their country to live in 
Bulgaria, which, in spite of Turkish suzerainty, 
was infinitely freer than the Turkish provinces 
known under the name of Macedonia. More 
intelligent as a rule than the native Bulgars, they 
attained with comparative ease high positions in 
the administration, politics, commerce, and the 
2A 
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army. These Macedonians have never become 
completely assimilated with the Bulgars of 
Bulgaria. Knowing the richness of their native 
land, they wished to profit by it, but once they 
themselves became Bulgars this was impossible 
unless Macedonia became the property of the 
latter. It is true that some of these Macedonians, 
in wishing to win back their native land, were 
moved by more altruistic sentiments. They saw 
nothing but misery for the population, and thought 
that the remedy lay in annexation by the country 
in which they themselves had found freedom. 
But these men, whom one can only regard as 
patriots, were in the minority at the time of 
the foundation of the Revolutionary Committee. 
At the present time they have quite disappeared, 
and the Macedonian revolutionary movement is 
now nothing but a mask to cover extreme 
imperialism and commercial interests. 


HI 
‘THE SPLIT IN THE ORIGINAL COMMITTEE 


A FEW years after its inauguration the Vrhoven 
Komitet split into two branches. The first kept the 
name of “‘ Vrhoven Komitet,” which means 
Supreme Committee, and was direétly under the 
orders of the Sofia Government, and, in particular, 
of King Ferdinand. Its president was General 
Tsonchey, aided by Colonel Yankov. The other 
branch was called the “‘ Central Committee of In- 
ternal Organisation.” ‘The frankly acknowledged 
aim of the first committee, the “ Supreme Com- 
mittee,” was to incorporate Macedonia in Bulgaria, 
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while the “Central Committee of Internal Organi- 
sation” desired a certain autonomy for Macedonia 
and federation with Bulgaria. Its leaders were 
Gotse Delchev and Damian Gruyev. It was the 
bands sent out by these two organisations that 
deluged Macedonia in blood in the first years of 
the twentieth century. It was their comitadjis 
who blew up the “ Guadalquivir” in the port of 
Salonica. These men were commanded by men 
who had come from Bulgaria, either of Mace- 
donian origin or native Bulgars, and were organ- 
ised in skeleton units of the same origin. 

The lower ranks were recruited either among 
immigrants and natives in Bulgaria or on the spot 
‘in Macedonia, sometimes by persuasion, some- 
times with threats. The exactions of the bands of 
comitadjis belonging to the two Sofia committees 
wete so enormous that they provoked reprisals 
from the Greeks and Serbs, who suffered far more 
from them than the Turks. The Greeks and Serbs 
on their side also organised bands of comitadjis, 
destined above all to protect their nationals 
against the terror spread by the men hired by the 
two organisations from Ferdinand of Coburg’s 
capital. Thus an impartial observer would see a 
curious situation: Turkish troops and_ the 
gendarmes commanded by the famous general 
Degiorgis, called Degiorgis-Pasha, from the Inter- 
national Gendarmerie which was so generously 
provided by the Convention of Miirzsteg, expended 
all their fury on the Greeks and Serbs and hardly 
concerned themselves at all with the people who 
were the cause of the measure of Serb and Hellenic 
defence. 
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The comitadjis of the two Macedonian associa- 
tions in Bulgaria fought furiously one with 
another, although both pretended that their sole 
aim was the liberty of Macedonia, apparently 
under different forms, but ultimately alike sub- 
ordinate to the Coburg Dynasty. Thus the cele- 
brated Sandansky of the “ Internal Organisation ” 
was assassinated by the Vrhoven Komitet, and 
Yankoy and Tsonchev, of the Supreme Com- 
mittee, fell victims to the Internal Organisation. 


IV 


THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE [TWO 
REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEES 


AFTER some years of great activity for the com- 
mittees (between 1902 and 1907) the advent of the 
Young Turks, in 1908, brought a slackening in 
the conflict, without, however, bringing it to a 
pause. The Revolutionary Committees in the 
Bulgar capital felt a need to adapt their organisa- 
tions to conditions. The “ Internal Organisation ” 
was transformed into a “‘ Federative Committee,’ 
with Dr. Athanasov as president. Its aim was, as 
always, a degree of autonomy for Macedonia 
included under a general scheme of confederation 
with Bulgaria. But the influence of this com- 
mittee has continued to wane. It made an attempt 
to regain it by working on Macedonian soil, but 
its powerful rival has succeeded in driving it 
almost completely from the active struggle. The 
president, Dr. Athanasov, is at present in Vienna. 
The “ Vrhoven Komitet ” has become the all- 
powerful executive committee. This organisation 
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has two executives, the official executive, which 
for the sake of form is presided over by M. 
Karanchuloy, of the Court of Appeal in Sofia, ’ 
and the unofficial, which in practice is master. 
The president of the latter is Todor Alexandroff, 
of whom we will speak in detail later. Alexandroff 
has under his control the sub-committees: the 
“Committee of Action,” with General Proto- 
gheroy, the voyvode or chief of the comitadjis, 
Petar Chaulev, the voyvode Panche Mihayloy and 
Aleko Vassilyev, called Aleko-Pasha (in 1922 he 
was voyvode of the district of Malesh, with 
headquarters at Klepalo), and the “‘ Committee of 
Politics and Propaganda,” with Petko Penchev, 
Professor Nikola Milev, and the present Minister 
of Justice (in the Tsankov Ministry), Stoyenchev. 
Among these directing members ate certain wat 
criminals to be handed over by Bulgaria under 
Article 118 of the Treaty of Neuilly: Todor 
Alexandrov, Petar Chaulev, and Petko Penchev. 
This last-named is editor-in-chief of the official 
organ of the present ministry, the Demokraticheski 
Sgwvor. Professor Nikola Milev, a deputy, and 
chief anti-Entente propagandist in Switzerland 
during the war, is the chief adviser of the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, Colonel Kalfov. Stoyenchev 
combines his aétivities with being Minister of 
Justice, and it is thus his duty to surrender to 
Serbia the war criminals and comitadjis whose 
names are on the extradition list. The Executive 
Committee controls a number of organisations 
formed by persons originally coming from Mace- 
donian towns: the Ohridsko, Velesko and Bitol- 
sko Drushtvo, which have the collective name of 
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“bratstva.” These organisations have local 
presidents. Thus the Kustendil bratstvo is pre- 
sided over by Shaldev and Yanev, professors at 
the high school. All these “ bratstva”’? form a 
federation directed by the Executive Committee. 
The great Macedonian Society Iin-Den is also 
part of the latter. The direct organ of the Execu- 
tive Committee is the newspaper Avtonomna 
Makedonia, and those of the bratstva are 
Makedonia and La Macédoine (in French). The 
Ilin-Den society publishes its own journal, 
Tfin-Den. 

All the comitadjis at present active in Mace- 
donia belong to the Executive Committee. 


V 


ACTIVITY OF THE BANDs OF COMITADJIS OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AT THE BEGINNING 
OF THE EUROPEAN WAR 


DirectLy after the outbreak of war, before 
Bulgaria had entered the struggle, the activity of 
the comitadjis, who were hired by the Sofia 
committee, became intense. It was especially the 
Gevgelia-Skoplie-Nish railway, the only means of 
communication between the Serbs and_ their 
Allies, that was threatened. The voyvodes (chiefs) 
Todor Alexandrov, Simeon Koniushki and Lazar 
Vertig, aided by such second-class voyvodes as 
Vlayko Slankovy and Gave Stoilov, directed the 
movement. 
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VI 
Tue ATTEMPT OF THE 8TH (21ST) 
AUGUST, 1914. 


Ar 3 a.m. on the 8th (21st N.S.) August, 1914, 
a band of seven comitadjis were surprised by 
gendarmes and peasants: six were killed and the 
seventh wounded and taken prisoner. These 
comitadjis had planned to blow up the line, and 
locomotive No. 109, at the 183.6 kilometre post 
between Veles and Gratsko. The band con- 
sisted of :— 


Viayko Slankov (Vlada), of Shtip, voyvode. 
Rome Lazarov, of Kraynitsa (district of Veles), 
Tha Petrov, of Veles. 

Boris Ordonov, of Orahovats (district of Veles). 

Itso Rista Budev, of Veles. 

Giorgi Konstantin Tabakov, of Radomir (Bul- 

garia). 

Nikola Dodenkov Abramov, of Chirpanay (Bul- 

garia). 
The wounded comitadji died after making a 
confession. The comitadjis who were killed wore 
Bulgarian military uniforms with sandals. Besides 
the materials for blowing up the line the following 
atticles were found on them :— 
4 Bulgarian Mauser rifles: 8546D, 4256N, 
2434 and 8106, pattern 95. 

2 Russian Nagan system revolvers : 29539 and 
3598. 

3 OB heaticcs hand grenades in a leather bag. 

1 Bulgarian bayonet, No. 29105. 
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Vil 
THe Vorvopr’s Noresook 


A Norenook was found on the voyvode Slankov, 
who was killed, in which Slankov noted that he 
and his companions left Sofia on the 18th (3 1st) 
July for Macedonia. ‘They crossed the frontier 
in the night of the 21st-zaznd July (4rd=qth 
August, N.S.). The voyvode had also written 
in his notebook the tasks assigned by the Execu- 
tive Committee at Sofia to him and to his band. 

Before the Defeat of Serbia (Sofia was therefore 

counting upon a Serb defeat) :— 

(1) Attempts with explosives ; 
on railway bridges ; 
on trains 5 
destruction of relays, ete. ; 

—placing of infernal machines in the 
following places in the towns of 
Veles and Skoplie: Prefectures, 
barracks, cafés, and, in general, 
all places where officers and civil 
servants meet. 

(2) Destruction of telegraph and telephone 
wires, 

(3) Use of every means to hinder requi- 
sitioning (concealment of cattle and 
fodder, destruction and burning of 
carts). 

(4) Excitement to disaffection and deser- 
tion of persons already with the 
colours. 
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After the Defeat of Serbia :— 
(1) Attacks on depots. 
(2) Attacks and dispersal of small Serbian 
detachments. 
(3) Occupation of towns with small 
Serbian garrisons. 
Special Services :— 
Regular dispatch of exaét information 
concerning : 
(1) Movements of Serbian armies. 
(2).The operations of the band, Ze., 
number, nature and date of attempts 
made, damage caused, etc. 

The notebook also contained the “ safe con- 
duét” of the voyvode, which was worded as 
follows :— 

“Vlada Slankov, of Shtip, is authorised to 
proceed to the Veles district with 5 or 6 com- 
panions. All members and associates of the 
Macedonian Organisation are obliged to put 
complete confidence in him and to render him 
all service possible.” 

July, 1914. 

Seal with inscription “ Macedonian Revolu- 
tionary Organisation—Liberty or Death.” 

Central Committee. 
Member of Central Committee, 
(Sgd.) BozHIDAREV. 


VIII 
OrHer ATTACKS ON THE RAILWAY 


Arter the first attempt to blow up the bridge at 
Strumitsa, the comitadjis made two attempts to 
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blow up the line at the 136.7 kilometre post, 
between the stations of Demir Kapu and Krivolak. 

During the night of the rath-13th of August 
(25th-26th August N.S.) a band of comitadjis 
fired an explosive under the rails at the 106 kilo- 
metre post. The rails were cut. Picrite was the 
explosive used. 

During the night of the 28th-z9th August 
(roth-11th September N.S.) a new attempt was 
made in the neighbourhood of Mirovche. The 
explosive was put in the points. Damage done 
was slight. One comitadji was wounded, cap- 
tured, and executed. A bandolier was found on 
him with 300 Bulgarian cartridges, a Bulgarian 
rifle, three round bombs, a Bulgarian army “ first 
field dressing,” and a Bulgarian army leave 
certificate. 


IX 


CRIMES AGAINST THE MACEDONIAN POPULATION 
COMMITTED BY COMITADJIS 


THE envoys of the Central Committee in Sofia 
carried out to the letter not only the orders con- 
cerning attacks on the railway, etc., but in certain 
distri€ts, notably in Malesh, they literally terrorised 
the population. They drove off and stole their 
cattle, they held the local population to ransom, 
and too often they massacred them. 

Thus in the village of Chetenovo, near Kratovo 
at 3.0 p.m. on the 3rd (16th N.S.) October, they 
massacred the villagers and burnt two houses. 
The gendarmerie pursued and killed two comi- 
tadjis. The dead men were dressed in Bulgarian 
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uniform with green shoulder straps, bearing 
in yellow the monogram M.O. (Makedono- 
Odrinsko), another name for the revolutionary 
organisation in Sofia. 

At Smoymirovo and the neighbouring villages, 
Gave Stoilov, smuggler and comitadji, terrorised 
the peasants. Not content with terrorism, he 
killed them. During the night of the 1st-2znd 
(13th-14th August N.S.) he killed Gavrilo Marko- 
vich, of Spikovo. Markovich was rich and his 
son was a Serbian soldier. During the night of the 
7th-8th August (zoth—z1st August N.S.) he killed 
Maria, widow of Lazar Krakutovich, and her 
grandson, aged 10, Dimitrye, son of Yovan 
Krakutovich. He took Dimitrye Kushovich, of 
Smoymitovo, aged 15, and cut off the lobe of 
his left ear, and made the victim bring it with a 
threatening letter to his brother Vassil, who had 
just been appointed village constable. We will 
meet Gave again engaged in a shameful massacre 
of the population of the district of Prokuplye, 
right in the heart of Old Serbia, in February and 
Match, 1917. 

: X 
AustrRo-HUNGARIAN SUBSIDIES FOR BULGARIAN 

CoMITADJIS 


CAPTURED comitadjis stated that the Austro- 
Hungarian Legation at Sofia gave them subsidies, 
sending them by means of Karayosov, Athanasov 
and Darevsky. In this way chiefs (voyvodes) 
received £16. In fact, many of these chiefs 
used to go in person to the Legation to receive 
the money and to discuss plans with the military 
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attaché, Laksa, who assured them that the Serbs 
would be beaten by Austria, but that the action 
of the comitadjis was necessary in order to divert 
Serbian troops from the north. In this way the 
war would soon be ended, and Bulgaria would 
obtain all Macedonian and Serbian regions south 
of Nish. 
XI 
BULGARIAN ComIraDjIS JOIN WITH TURKISH 
CoMITADJIS 


As early as the 16th (29th) September, 1914, the 
commander of the Serbian forces in New Serbia 
had announced that a band. of some 18 Turkish 
comitadjis, under the command of Yaya-Aga, a 
Turkish officer, had been discovered in the 
neighbourhood of the village of Kureshnitsa. 
This band had for its object the enrolment of 
Mussulman peasants from the Doyran and Kri- 
volak distriéts, and the establishment of liaison 
with the Bulgarian comitadjis. ‘The orders for 
the recruits were to provide themselves with 
‘arms, but to keep up the attitude of peaceful 
peasants until the agreed signal was given. Strong 
bands concentrated near Strumitsa would then 
invade Serbia. The Turkish comitadjis were 
accompanied by Bulgarian agents, who gave out 
to the population that Bulgaria and Turkey were 
going to war with Serbia. These agents dis- 
tributed manifestoes signed in the name of the 
Turkish Committee by Hussein-Bey, of Constan- 
tinople, and in the name of the Bulgarian 
Committee by Todor Alexandrov. Thus the 
Macedonian Revolutionary Committees in Sofia, 
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formed with the avowed object of liberating 
Macedonian Christians from the Turkish yoke, 
made a coalition with the Turks to attack the 
Serbian Orthodox Christians attacked by the two 
Central Empires. 
XII 
MernMED Atti-Brey’s BAND 


SOON a new band appeared in the Tikvesh and 
Doyran districts, consisting of some hundred men, 
who recruited in the Turkish villages. It was 
under the command of Mehmed Ali-Bey, General 
Staff Lieutenant-Colonel and professor at the 
Constantinople Military Academy. Mehmed had 
Studied at the Berlin Military Academy and taken 
part in the Balkan Wars. His band included Hakt- 
Bey, director of the Political Section of the 
Turkish Foreign Ministry, as well as a Bulgarian 
officer whose identity has not been established. 
The latter was in Bulgarian uniform without 
shoulder straps. Mehmed declared to the peasants 
that he had been appointed to organise the local 
Mussulmans against the Serbian State, and that 
the Bulgarian and Turkish armies would cross the 
frontier and attack the Serbs ; and, finally, that the 
Mussulmans should be prepared to join Turko- 
Bulgarian armies to march against the Serbs. 


XUI 
THe Frent at BAYRAMBOS 


Meumep Att-Bry’s band was attacked on the 
r1th (24th) October, 1914, by a detachment of 120 
men from the 14th Infantry Regiment, under the 
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command of the artillery captain Velizar Antich. 
The fight took place in the forest near the village 
of Bayrambos, one hour from the Serbo-Bulgar 
frontier. The band, which was partly Turkish 
and partly Bulgar, lost 86 Turks and 4 Bulgarians 
killed. The Turko-Bulgar wounded, to the number 
of about 30, fled and were treated at the dressing 
Station on the Bulgarian frontier. The fight 
lasted from eight in the morning until five in the 
evening. The comitadjis were armed with Turkish 
and Bulgarian rifles, and each of them had two or 
three round bombs. Mehmed Ali committed 
suicide by blowing himself up with a bomb when 
called upon to surrender. 


XIV 
MEHMED Aut’s LETTER 


A LETTER was found among the remains of 
Mehmed Ali, which is interesting both with regard 
to the Sofia Revolutionary Committee and to the 
Bulgarian Government, who, it is important to 
note, was not at war with Serbia. This is the 
text of the letter which was addressed to Ismail 
Djambula, Director of General Police, Constan- 
tinople :— 


Doyran, Serbian Territory, Sept. 18th, 
1330 (1914), Friday. 


HONOURABLE IsmMaiL-BrEy, 

Although we came two months ago into the 
Kaza of Doy ran, with the intention oe working 
to realise Macedonian autonomy, up to the 
present we have had no information beyond a 
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few extracts (opinions) either from the army or 
from the Central Committee. The Central 
Committee has not answered the letter that we 
sent to them. As a result, our present situation 
is that we are wandering in the dark. 

In the villages belonging to the Serbian. 
State in the Doyran district our organisation 
has been completed. The national force 
includes goo Mussulmans and 1,500 non- 
Mussulmans, in all 2,400 rifles. 

When we came here for the first time the 
Central Committee told us that our army would 
free these territories within, at the outside, 
zo days by declaring war upon Greece and 
Serbia. However, this time has expired, and the 
villagers ate demanding, very naturally, an 
explanation of the delay. 

Great responsibility rests on you and on us, 
if we are to shed in vain the blood of thousands 
of our men. 

We know nothing of the political attitude of 
the Bulgarian Government, but it is silent, 
and this silence leads us to unpleasant considera- 
tions ; what is strange, and what surprises us 
most, is the return of the men sent into the Bitol 
district to carry on revolutionary work. 

One may suppose that they (the Bulgars) are 
doing this out of fear, but probably there is 
some political intention behind it. 

Explain the situation personally to ‘Talaat- 
Bey. In the name of the Mussulmans here we 
beg you to let us know exaétly how long we 
must wait, so that we can tell this to the people, 
and so dispel the general confusion, 
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For if, as I have already said, we should lose 
the confidence of the people, the best thing 
that we could do would be to return to Con- 
Stantinople. Although I have applied several 
times to the Bulgarian Government for arms 
and munitions, we have unfortunately received 
nothing but accounts. Revolutions and wars 
are waged with arms ! 

To-morrow, when we have Started a rising 
and threatened the Greek army, how are we 
to lead the people against machine-guns and 
quick-firers P_ Can we do it with cudgels ? 

This is the reason why we must take firm 
measures with the Bulgarian Government. We 
beg you to draw the attention of Talaat-Bey 
to this point. Captain Yaya is at present 
operating in the Gevgelia district. The Bul- 
garians have a band of 20 men in this area. 


(Sed.) Chief of the Doyran District. 
Professor at the Military Academy. 
Mehmed-Ali. 


Former Director of the Political Seétion. 
Haki-Bey.”’ 


XV 
THE ATTACK ON THE BRIDGE AT STRUMITSA 
STATION AND AT VALANDOVO 


In December, 1914, the Serbian army drove the 
invading army of the Austro-Hungarian general 
Potiorek ignominiously off national territory. 
This deed in arms did something to quell the 
bellicose ardour of the comitadjis of the Sofia 
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Committee. For several months they did not dare 
to attack in these districts, where they ran the risk 
of coming face to face with Serbian troops, but 
they made up for this by numerous raids among 
the sheptel of the peasants in the Malesh distriét, 
in the Ovche-Polye, near Kriva Palanka, ete. 
However, the leaders were preparing for a great 
coup. The object was to cut the vital artery of 
Serbia by completely destroying the great bridge 
over the Vardar near to Strumitsa Station. 

On Good Friday, 1915, several hundred 
Bulgarian comitadjis, with military equipment and 
machine guns, attacked detachments of. the 
Serbian army at Valandovo and on the bridge at 
Strumitsa station, and wiped them out. A hundred 
Serbian soldiers were massacred; some of them 
were burnt alive. Their mutilated bodies, which 
we have seen, are evidence of the unparalleled 
savagery of these professional butchers. 


XVI 


Topor ALEXANDROV, THE “ GREAT CHIEF” OF 
THE MASSACRING CoMITADJIS 


Tue soul of the “ Executive Committee,” to 
which all the comitadjis of Macedonian and 
Bulgarian origin belonged, was Todor Alexandrov 
with his friend Colonel (later General) Proto- 
gherov. As early as 1913, before the second 
Balkan War, Alexandrov’s Committee sent 
threatening letters openly to the King and the 
General Staff to force them to war with Serbia. 
In 1914 the same Committee took steps to bring 
in Bulgaria against the Allies and the Entente. 
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Under the personal direction of Alexandrov, the 
Committee undertook and prepared the attack on 
Strumitsa and Valandovo Stations. They had 
received 30 million gold marks from the Germans 
with the obligation to form a Macedonian division 
among the Macedonian prisoners of war at the 
disposal of the General Headquarters Staff. More- 
over, before the entry of Bulgaria into the war, 
which was decided upon after hostilities had 
begun, the Committee were to organise raids of 
comitadjis into Serbian territory, and, above all, 
to attack the communications. Alexandrov and 
Protogherov grew rich at this work. 


XVII 


THE COMITADJIS OF THE “* MACEDONIAN ” REyo- 
LUTIONARY COMMITTEE AFTER THE ENTRY OF 
BULGARIA INTO THE WAR 


In the autumn of 1915 Bulgaria thought the 
moment an auspicious one to support the interests 
of her friends, the Central Powers, by armed force. 
While a powerful Austro-German army was 
attacking Serbia in the north, the Bulgars aban- 
doned their false neutrality and stabbed that 
unfortunate country in the back. The Serbs were 
driven away, but not conquered, and for three 
years Todor Alexandroy, Protogherov, Penchev, 
and other leaders of the “‘ Macedonian ” Revolu- 
tionary Committee in Sofia reigned as masters 
in the hapless country of Kara-George. The 
Bulgarian Government hastened to enlist the 
rank and file comitadjis and voyvodes in the 
army and administration of the occupied Serbian 
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territory. In fact, the comitadjis provided com- 
pany leaders who were relatively independent and 
vety powerful. It was these who were given 
the task of chastising the Serbian population who 
would not declare themselves Bulgar. 

There were also some comitadjis to whom 
Sofia entrusted administration in certain parts of 
Macedonia and even in Old Serbia. Thus the 
voyvode Pandil Shishkov was police superin- 
tendent at Bitol; Philip Indov (alias Athanasov), 
president .of the commune of Brod; George 
Stoyanov, president of the commune of Brnik- 
Makovo-lven ; Stoychev, rural constable at Hol- 
leven. The police in Macedonia was almost 
entirely in the hands of revolutionary committees. 
Thus Trayko Palankaliev, voyvode of comitadjis, 
who had been a waiter at a café, was resident at 
Skoplie as sub-prefect. He had at his disposition 
the comitadjis Nikola Hadjia, police superinten- 
dent and ex-coachman ; Kuzman Kraychev, police 
superintendent and ex-waiter ; Apostol Nikolov, 
assistant police chief and ex-shoemaker ; Albanski, 
police chief and ex-schoolmaster. At Bitol, 
besides Pandil Shishkov, of whom we have 
already spoken, we find the following comitadjis 
in the police: Rizov, Popov, Dorev, Robev, 
Altiparmakoy, and Boris Grabchev. At Prilep, 
the voyvode of comitadjis, Milan Djurlukov, and 
the band commanded by him known by the name 
of the “ Pest of Vardar,” aéted concurrently with 
the regular authorities and with equal powers. 
All these comitadjis employed in the administra- 
tion of occupied Macedonia seem to have been 
under Dr. Penchev, a professor at Sofia, who is 
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still a member of the Adrianople-Macedonian 
Committee in the capital of the Kingdom of 
Bulgaria. This worthy “ professor” lived at 
Debar in the house of Stressa Yofchev, and made 
numerous tours of inspection of the work of his 
faithful comitadjis. 


XVIII 


NAMELESS ATROCITIES HAVE BEEN COMMITTED BY 
THE ComITADJIS IN OccuprEp SERBIA 


War has this army of comitadjis done in occu- 
pied Serbian territories ? What they have done 
passes belief; volumes would be needed to 
describe it in detail. Of the 1662 names in the 
Serbian lists of war criminals to be handed over 
by Bulgaria under Article 118 of the Treaty of 
Neuilly, 216 are known to be comitadjis. It is 
certain that a considerable percentage among the 
remaining 1,446 also belonged to the comitadjis 
organisation, but, as has been said above, the 
comitadjis were employed in the army and 
administration, and were only known to the 
inquirers by their military or administrative 
occupation. 

Some of these comitadjis have created regular 
records of killing and tortures. Thus Tane 
Nikolov, voyvode of comitadjis, killed 69 and 
tortured 184 persons whose identity has been 
established at the inquiry. Ilia Dimov, sub- 
lieutenant, of Haskovo (Bulgaria) and voyvode of 
comitadjis, killed 13 persons and tortured 181, 
whose names have been determined. Chaush, or 
Chaulev, killed 41 and tortured 32 persons, as 
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found at the inquiry. We must point out that a 
large part of the vidtims of the fury of these 
assistants of the Sofia Government consisted of 
women, and even of children. For example, we 
give below a description of some of the methods 
employed by the comitadjis in bulgarising the 
population of Macedonia and Old Serbia. 


XIX 


THe Comirapjis KILL FOR THE SHEER PLEASURE 
IN KILLING 


Dmirrire Pansy, Bulgarian comitadji, and in 
ptivate life a teacher at the Sofia High School, 
killed the peasant Proka, of Trnovche, for no 
reason at all. He then declared to Ilia Yankovich, 
confectioner at Petrovats, that he could not live 
without killing at least one person a month. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Athanasov, commanding a 
detachment of comitadjis, said to Milan Nikolich 
at Prokuplye “that he ate nothing but roasted 
flesh of Serbs.” 


XX 
THe Comirapjis COMMITTED INNUMERABLE 
RAPES 


One of our witnesses, Vassilie Trbich, said to us : 
“Among the young women who were killed 
there was not one who had not been violated 
before death by several men. There were even 
young girls, aged ten years, who had been treated 
in this way. In all the villages in which troops 
were stationed the officers declared that all the 
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women belonged to them. There were terrible 
orgies. After the great massacres the wives of the 
victims were distributed to the comitadjis.”” Trbich 
spoke the truth. In making our inquiry in 
Macedonia and the liberated regions of Serbia 
we have been able to ay ourselves on this 
point and also to ascertain the fact that the most 
terrible rapes were committed by comitadjis. Thus 
the voyvode of comitadjis, Pavle Minchev, used 
to come down into the villages of Gornya Yosha- 
nitsa, Pretreshnya and Pridovitsa and collect the 
young women and girls and choose one for the 
night. At Pridovitsa, a gitl who was violated 
hanged herself the morning after the night spent 
with Minchev. At Prokuplye, the voyvodes of 
comitadjis violated women and then killed them 
by cutting their breasts off. The voyvode, Myura 
Ferdinand, ordered the daughter of Staniya 
Voskova to be flogged on the bare stomach. In 
the village of Medjuane the voyvode Pavle 
Minchev had six girls stripped naked and flogged 
on the bare stomach, and kept them all night in 
his room, 
XXI 
WOMEN FLOGGED ON THE BARE STOMACH 


BULGARIAN soldiers, and above all comitadjis, 
had a preference for flogging women on the bare 
stomach. Many of these hapless women, who were 
with child, miscarried as a result of this treatment. 
Others were maimed for life. Here is a typical 
example of the way in which Bulgarians treat 
women. Anka Kalichanin, of the village of 
Gornya Konusha, near to Prokuplye in Old 
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Serbia, has three daughters, Inosava, Mirosava, 
and Dara. ‘The voyvode Gave Stoilov, of whom 
we have already spoken in connection with the 
activities of the comitadjis before Bulgaria went 
to war with Serbia, summoned these three girls, 
to ask them where the Serbian rebels were 
(February, 1917). As they knew nothing, he had 
them flogged on the bare stomach with a heavy 
Stick and with a knotted and wetted rope. He 
then took Dara into the forest and violated her. 
The latter on her return complained, and Gave 
(Gavril) sent for her again with her mother. He 
began by beating her mother on her bare stomach 
and then took a rope, dipped it in hot water and 
made two knots in it, and beat young Dara with 
this instrument. ‘Twenty comitadjis held her down. 
The young woman bled at the mouth and her 
Stomach was covered with blood. The voyvode 
paused and then began again. Four times he 
recommenced this savage bastinado, and said to 
his victim, “I will flog you to death.” All this 
passed in the presence of Dara’s mother, and the 
voyvode sang and drank to keep up his spirits 
when he was not flogging. 


XXII 
THE TortureEsS INVENTED BY VOYVODES AND 
COMITADJI-SOLDIERS 


Many victims were wounded with gunshots and 
bayonets. We have examined a large number of 
these. But Coburg’s subjects were not satisfied 
with this treatment, which they thought was too 
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mild. They invented special tortures. Thus we 
have examined Yovan Obradovich, 23, who was 
taken by a gendarme-comitadji in August, 1917 
(many comitadjis joined the gendarmerie), and 
other comitadjis. They broke his left thigh bone 
with the butts of their rifles and pierced his left 
hand and his chin through and through with 
bayonets, and tore the flesh of his left calf with 
pincers. All this because the poor young man, 
native of the centre of Old Serbia, declared that 
he was a Setb! Near Prokuplye, Bulgarian 
comitadjis heated some pickaxes and burnt the 
bodies of peasants with them. Then they beat 
the victims upon the burnt parts. They buried 
people alive up to the waist and then dragged 
them out of the ground with ropes. Others were 
flogged on the bare stomach until they bled. Then 
they let wolf-dogs loose on to them, who tore the 
flesh of their bleeding bodies. Some they hung 
up by the feet in this position ; they whipped them 
with lashes. Sometimes these savages even lit 
fires under their heads. We examined a woman 
who was miraculously preserved from death, but 
maimed for life. 


pom Lit 
BRANDING witH Hor IRONS 


THE comitadji-soldiers of the voyvodes who were 
ordered to suppress the revolt in Old Serbia in 
1917 branded the villagers with hot irons. They 
heated irons red hot and applied them to the 
backs of peasant men and women. ‘The following, 
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for instance, were branded in this way: At 
Koludra, Milan Milenkovich, Nikodie Simich, 
Yela, wife of Lukich, Kosta Ristich, Petria 
Vukosavlyevich (a woman). At Alobani, the 
sister and mother of Milan Dudovich, who himself 
was killed, etc. At Ranovats they threw hot cinders 
over the chest of Voyin Yankovich, and branded 
him on the back with a red-hot iron. 


XXIV 


THEIR ExtToRTIONS, PILFERINGS AND 
ROBBERIES 


IN innumerable cases the comitadjis of Macedonia 
and Old Serbia have extorted money from their 
victims, pilfered from them and robbed them. 
Frequently, after promising to spare their lives 
om condition that they got money from them, 
they massacred peasant men and women. ‘The 
voyvodes kept the greater part of the revenue 
from these extortions, pilferings and robberies, 
that were regular occurrences. All these voyvodes 
made their fortunes by means of crime during 
the war. 


XXV 


DurING THE WAR THE CoMITADJIS BELONGING 
TO THE SOFIA ORGANISATIONS NEVER SPOKE 
oF MACEDONIAN AUTONOMY 


To-pay the Sofia “‘ Executive Committee ”’ wishes 
the world to believe that its comitadji members 


28 THE COMITADJI QUESTION 


want nothing but the independence of Macedonia. 
Now all these members, inclusive of their great 
chiefs such as Alexandrov, Protogherov, Penchev, 
etc., were in Macedonia during the three years of 
Bulgatian occupation. Then was the moment to 
proclaim the autonomy and independence of Mace- 
donia. Did they do it ? Far from it : on the con- 
traty, they preached a Bulgarian Macedonia and 
prided themselves in having worked together to 
restore to Bulgaria this “ part of her national patri- 
mony.” At our inquity during and immediately 
after the war, we examined innumerable Mace- 
donian witnesses, people of some standing as well 
as simple peasants, and asked them if the members 
of the Sofia Committees spoke to them about auto- 
nomy. They all agreed that during the Bulgarian 
occupation the word autonomy did not exist. They 
heard of nothing but Greater Bulgaria, of which 
Macedonia should be an integral part. Macedonia 
was not even a large enough prize for these 
“* Macedonians ” of the Bulgarian organisation. 
They wanted also to annex tor Greater Bulgaria 
the major part of Old Serbia, right up to the 
Danube. Was it then in the cause of Macedonian 
autonomy that the voyvodes, with their comitadjis, 
after their occupation of the country, and after the 
Serbian army had gone out of national territory, 
massacred thousands and thousands of Serbs in 
the Morava and the Timok districts of Old Serbia ? 
No. It was for the greater glory of Greater 
Bulgaria that the Tane Nikolovs, Gave Stoilovs, 
and other “‘ Macedonians ” laid hands on hapless 
women and unfortunate Serbian children and 
young boys. 
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XXVI 


THe ACTIVITY OF THE BULGARIAN COMITADJIS 
AFTER THE DEFEAT OF BULGARIA 


BEFORE we enter into the details of the present 
activities of the Bulgarian comitadjis in Serbian 
Macedonia, we must give a general sketch of 
their conduct from the defeat of Bulgaria to the 
autumn of 1923. 

After the disaster of September, 1918, public 
opinion in Bulgaria, depressed and disillusioned, 
threw most of the blame for the unfortunate war 
on to the intrigues of the Macedonian Com- 
mittees. The members of these committees, more- 
over, were lying low and hoping to be forgotten. 
However, this eclipse in the field of their a¢tivities 
did not last long. Gradually, as the pose of the 
Sofia Government, unquestionably a skilful one, 
succeeded more and more in inducing the great 
Allied Powers of the Entente to forget the ignoble 
condu& of Bulgaria during the War, and as the 
private interests of certain great Allied powers 
entered into confli€t with those of Serbia, the 
“ Macedonians ” and their comitadjis of the reyo- 
lutionary organisations raised their heads again. 
A very short time after what was to all intents and 
purposes the end of the War, bands of Bulgarian 
comitadjis were making inroads on the territory 
of Serbian Macedonia, which had only just been 
evacuated by Coburg’s army. During the dis- 
orders fomented by the Albanians on the Serbian 
frontier in 1920 the comitadjis of the Executive 
Committee increased their activity more and more, 
the Macedonian organisation made up the ground 
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it had lost in Bulgaria, principally because it 
found encouragement from those quarters which 
Serbia ought to have been able to rely on for 
suppott. 
XXVII 
INTRIGUES WITH THE TURKS IN 1920 


IN May, 1920, Tefik-Bey, ex-deputy, and four other 
Turks presented a demand for assistance from the 
Bulgarian Government against the Greek occupa- 
tion of Thrace, a document of which we possess 
a copy, and which contains among others the 
following passages :— 

“Art. 4. In view of the geographical 
situation of the country, which prevents us 
from making any movement whatsoever, we 
need, from the military point of view, to take 
advantage of the natural configuration of the 
land in the upper part of Western Thrace. In 
this case the Bulgarian Government can declare, 
officially, its opposition to all kinds of revolu- 
tionary agitation, but, on the other hand, it will 
be able, under certain forms and conditions, to 
provide us with aid to continue the movement. 
We would like to know in this conneétion, 
what is the last word of the Government. At 
the same time we are obliged to point out that 
in case of a refusal to take part in such a move- 
ment, the cause is irretrievably lost.” 

“Art. 6. In the present state of affairs, we 
consider the moral and diplomatic support of 
the Government insufficient, and we beg them 
to let us know if they are disposed to grant us 
financial and material aid,” 
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XXVIII 
TayarR PAsHa’s PROPOSALS 


On the other hand, Djafer ‘Tayar, the soul of the 
Turkish resistance to the occupation of Adrian- 
ople, sent proposals to the Sofia Government, 
from which we make the following extracts :— 


“1. Djafer ‘Tayar before taking aétion will 
await the decision that the Ottoman Govern- 
ment. will take with regard to the Treaty 
submitted for its approval. 


2. If the Treaty is not signed by the Ottoman 
Government, he will undertake the defence 
of Hastern Thrace, as being an integral part 
of Turkey. In case the Treaty is signed by 
the Ottoman Government, he will demand 
the autonomy of Eastern Thrace united with 
Western Thrace under a French protectorate. 


3. In the first case, 4.¢., supposing the Treaty 
not to be signed by the Government, he will 
attack the Greek army of occupation, and 
if he is victorious against them, he will 
follow up his victory by carrying the war 
into Western Thrace. In this case he will 
ask for the Western part of Thrace under 
inter-allied protection for Turkey and Bul- 
garia will have Serres, Drama, Cavalla and 
Macedonia. He will do all he can to prevail 
upon the Albanians to come to the aid of the 

. Bulgarian force operating in Macedonia. 
Under these conditions he will demand the 
neutralisation of the Maritsa. 
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He wishes to know what will be the inten- 
tions of the Bulgarian Government with 
regard to this question, and whether Bulgaria 
agrees to mutual co-operation and under 
what form, with regular or irregular troops. 


. He declares that he is the only true repre- 


sentative of Eastern Thrace, the only man 
qualified to open negotiations with regard 
to this question. 


. He finds the present moment very favourable 


for such a movement, and he wishes to profit 
by it more than ever to save Thrace. He 
insists that the Bulgarian Government must 
not remain outside this question, and adds 
that with their aid the cause is absolutely 
won. 


. He expresses a keen desire to enter, officially 


or unofficially, into negotiations with the 
Sofia Government, either for its armed 
assistance or for the delimitation of frontiers. 


. He assures them that France will be well 


disposed towards this aét of defence. 


. He has at his disposal three entire divisions, 


well equipped. He only asks for machine 
guns, of which he has not quite all he needs, 
and shells for small calibre artillery. 


In case the Bulgarian Government promises 
their aid, he is prepared to take back the 
Bulgarian inhabitants of Eastern Thrace 
who left the country under the convention 
concluded between Bulgaria and Turkey 
after the Balkan Wars.” 
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As will be seen from Djafer Tayar’s proposals, 
it was not only Thrace that was in view, but also 
Serbian Macedonia. Did Tayar have any success 
with the Sofia Government ? Officially, no; but 
Sofia arranged for sending him through the 
Executive Committee, comitadjis, according to 
the depositions of witnesses whom we have 
examined on the spot, to the number of several 
thousands, camped in Adrianople, and, above all, 
around Adrianople. Such chiefs of comitadjis 
as Protogherov and Lieutenant-Colonel Stefan 
Nikolov, ex-Chief of the General Staff, who 
butchered the Serbs in the neighbourhood of 
Kurchumlia in 1917, also came to co-operate 
with Tayar, as we have established without question 
at Adrianople and elsewhere in Thrace. Moreover, 
according to many Turkish witnesses whom we ex- 
amined who belonged to Turkish irregular troops, 
these troops were armed and paid at Bulgarian 
Military Depots, notably at the Depot of Kuchukdi. 

We must also point out the strange coincidence 
of the Tayarist movement with the Albanian 
attack on the Serbs in the summer of 1920. If we 
recall the following passage from point 3 of 
Tayar’s proposals to the Bulgarian Government : 
“He will do all he can to prevail upon the 
Albanians to come to the aid of the Bulgarian 
force operating in Macedonia,” this coincidence 
becomes most significant. 

As in 1914, the comitadjis of the Revolutionary 
Committee, nominally formed to ‘liberate the 
Christians from the Turkish yoke, collaborated 
with these very Turks in 1920 against the Serbs 
and Greeks. 

3 


34 THE COMITADJI QUESTION 
XXIX 


INCREASE OF ACTIVITY OF THE SOFIA COMMITTEE 


Arter the complete failure of the Tayar adven- 
ture, the Sofia Committee was obliged to recall 
its comitadjis from Thrace and concentrated 
them in three centres near to the Greek and Serbian 
frontiers : Petrich, Djumaya and Kustendil. From 
these centres the ‘“ comites,” as they are also 
called, began to make frequent raids into Southern 
Serbia. Others presented themselves to an 
Albanian society in Sofia and obtained certificates 
that they were Albanian subjects and went via 
Thrace, Constantinople, Brindisi and Durazzo to 
Podgradets on the Serbo-Albanian frontier. In 
this way the voyvode Chaulev and others, such as 
Bushba, went to Albania, whence they “ worked” 
along the right bank of the Vardar. ‘The Sofia 
Committee also intensified its propaganda abroad 
and flooded the daily press, and especially certain 
reviews, with articles destined to prove the 
“ Bulgarian character of Macedonia.” 

During the Serbian elections of 1921 the 
“ Bulgarian ” comitadjis carried strong terroristic 
propaganda in favour of the anti-state (Communist) 
candidates in Serbian Macedonia. 


te 
REPRESENTATIONS BY THE SERBIAN GOVERNMENT 
TO SOFIA 


Arrer the beginning of the activities of the 
Bulgarian comitadjis after the war, the Govern- 
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ment at Belgrade made representations to Sofia. 
The Bulgarian Government replied evasively ; at 
one moment they cast the blame upon the elements 
of the population of Southern Serbia itself, at 
another they declared that owing to the small 
number of troops left to them by the ‘T'reaty 
of Neuilly they were unable to prevent bands of 
comitadjis from crossing their frontier. When 
Belgrade became more insistent Sofia made a 
counter-attack by exhuming the famous “ minori- 
ties” clause in favour of the comitadjis. ‘This 
counter-attack was, however, repulsed by a formal 
decision of the Council of the League of Nations 
telegating the comitadji question, together with 
that of minorities, to direct negotiations between 
the countries concerned. 


XX XI 
STAMBOLISKY AND THE CoMITADJI QUESTION 


IN 1923, Stambolisky was president of the 
Bulgarian Cabinet, a man of remarkable intelli- 
gence, and one to whom his enemies could not 
deny the qualities of a statesman. He eventually 
realised that in the interests of Bulgaria herself the 
activities of the Macedonian Revolutionary Com- 
mittees in Serbia must cease. Accordingly he 
accepted a proposal of the Belgrade Government 
to call a conference at Nish, at which expert 
delegates from the two countries were to consider 
undertaking measures in common to put a 
Stop to these perpetual inroads and massacres in 
Southern Serbia ; massacres which were a serious 
menace to the peace so dearly purchased by the 
3A 
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two countries. The Conference of Nish was held 
from March till the 25th April, 1923, and the 
measures adopted by the delegates of the two 
countries might have led to fortunate results. 
Unfortunately, Bulgaria delayed in applying them, 
and the Revolutionary Committees, or rather 
Committee, for the Executive Committee had 
practically succeeded in eliminating the Federative 
Committee, continued all the time to increase its 
evil aétivities. We believe that Stambolisky, in 
view of the extent of the danger to his country, 
sincerely wished to put a stop to this state of 
affairs, which completely prevented any under- 
standing between the two peoples, which he seems 
to have desired, at any rate during his second 
tenure of office. But despite his energy, he could 
not prevent certain high officials and the whole 
of the Military League from using all their powers 
in favour of the criminal exploits of Alexandrov, 
Protogherov, and their companions; in fact, 
instead of decreasing, the attacks of the Bulgarian 
comitadjis in Serbian Macedonia increased more 
and more. 
XXXII 
Tue Nish CONFERENCE 


As has been said, the Nish Conference sat from 
March to the 25th of April. Serbia was repre- 
sented by M. Lazich, Director of the Police 
Department of the Ministry of the Interior ; 
Colonel D. Ristich, Commandant of Gendarmerie 
at Skoplie; Colonel Ilich, Chief of Staff of the 
Third Army ; and M. Milchich, Secretary of the 
Legation at Sofia. Bulgaria had sent Colonel 
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Neukoy, Colone! Davidov, Commandant of the 
Frontier Troops, and Colonel Petrov, formerly 
Military Attaché at Paris. 

The decisions taken at this conference were as 
follows: Along the frontier to a depth of 100 
mettes on each side all forests to be cleared and 
the free space to be planted with low-growing 
plants. The Serbian and Rulgarian frontier 
patrols in difficult country may use routes that, 
in places, cross the frontier. Springs on both 
sides may. be used by frontier guards of both 
countries. Liaison will be maintained between 
officers and patrols of the two States. The 
Bulgarian Government will complete the organi- 
sation of its authorities in the districts of Petrich, 
Djumaya and Kustendil. To this end it will 
transfer from the frontier and neighbouring 
regions all officials compromised in the activities 
of the comitadjis. It will also remove from the 
frontier all refugees and deserters from the Serb- 
Croat-Slovene army. In general, it will use every 
means to prevent the formation of bands and 
their passage over the frontier. It will prevent 
propaganda in their favour. It undertakes to 
consider any person who takes any part in the 
otganisation and action of comitadjis, or who abets 
the latter in any way whatever, thus involving 
State responsibility, as falling under the penalties 
of the criminal law. Both parties make a reciprocal 
agreement for the extradition of criminals. The 
Serbian Government will take into consideration 
a request made by the Bulgarian Commission for 
amnesty for the refugees. Refugees can return 
and the Serbian authorities will facilitate their 


38 THE COMITADJI QUESTION 


return. A new commission will discuss the 
details of measures to prevent propaganda and 
the formation of bands. This second commission 
will meet at Sofia. 

We must lay special emphasis in these decisions 
taken at Nish on the fact that the Bulgarian dele- 
gates formally admitted the passage of the frontier by 
bands of comitadjis and that consequently they implicitly 
admitted their formation on Bulgarian territory. This 
same admission is also found in the various 
clauses referring to officials compromised in 
comitadji aétivities, refugees and deserters and 
propaganda in favour of the comitadjis. 

These decisions taken by mutual consent, in 
spite of Serbian applications to Sofia, have never 
been carried out by the Bulgarian Government. 
Stambolisky seems to have wished to start fulfilling 
them, but he was assassinated before he could do 
it. The new Government, up to the present, has 
remained silent with regard to them, and has 
never called the second conference decided upon 
at Nish. 

XXXII | 

THE FALL OF THE STAMBOLISKY CABINET 


In June, 1923, came the coup d’état which cost 
Stambolisky his power and his life. This coup 
d’état put the power in the hands of people 
who obtain their power from the Macedonian 
Executive Committee and the Military League. 
The Minister of Justice of the Tsankov Cabinet, 
Stoyenchev, is a member of the Propaganda and 
Political Section of the Executive Committee. 
To-day the Executive Committee reigns supreme 
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in Sofia. In the official organ of the Government, 
the Demokraticheski Sgovor, wat criminal No. 800, 
Dr. Penchev, glorifies the great deeds of Alex- 
androv, Chaulev, Brlo and company, and to hood- 
wink public opinion makes a hypocritical offer to 
Serbia to come to an understanding with her 
Bulgarian neighbour. The right-hand man of 
Kaltov, the Foreign Minister, he inspires the latter, 
together with the Executive ‘Committee, of which 
he is a member. Is it surprising, in these con- 
ditions, that the audacity of the comitadjis knows 
no bounds’? ‘Their attempts take place almost 
every day, and their victims are innumerable. 


DEX CINE 
THE ATTITUDE OF THE SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE 
GOVERNMENT 


UNDER the citcumstances, the Government of the 
Serb-Croat-Slovene Kingdom, whose Military 
Attaché at Sofia was attacked last November by 
““ Macedonians,” would have the right to resort 
to Strong measures, and all the more because there 
was a precedent in the case of the attack on the 
Italian Mission at Preveza. Since for some time 
the Bulgarians have been saying that they are 
unable to compel respect for the Serbian frontier, 
the Serbs might have protected it efficiently 
themselves by a military occupation of the comit- 
adji centres of Petrich, Djumaya and Kustendil. 
They have not done this, for the sake of their 
allies in the war and to avoid imperilling the peace 
that cost the world so dear. They have been 
satisfied with a simple ceremony of apology for 
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the insult done to their national flag in the person 
of their Military Attaché, and they waived all 
material compensation for the physical injury 
done to the latter and to his orderly. Nevertheless, 
they insist that this state of things must cease at 
once, and that the Sofia Government must realise 
that acts like those committed by the comitadjis 
and their Executive Committee cannot remain 
unpunished indefinitely. Propaganda based upon 
falsehood, however well paid for it be, cannot 
in the long run stand against the truth. In the 
following pages we will give a brief but properly 
documented account of the organisation and 
offences of the comitadjis in the pay of the 
Revolutionary Executive Committee in the Bul- 
garian capital. 
XXXV 

THe Great Majority or THE ComITAD]I LEADERS 

WHO HAVE MADE RAIDS INTO SERBIA SINCE 

THE WAR ARE WAR CRIMINALS 


ARTICLE 118 of the Treaty of Neuilly provides as 
follows: “The Bulgarian Government recog- 
nises the right of the Allied and Associated Powers 
to bring before military tribunals persons accused 
of having committed aéts in violation of the 
laws and customs of war. Such persons shall, if” 
found guilty, be sentenced to punishments laid 
down by law. This provision will apply notwith- 
standing any proceedings or prosecution before a 
tribunal in Bulgaria or in the territory of her allies. 

“The Bulgarian Government shall hand over 
to the Allied and Associated Powers, or to such 
one of them as shall so request, all persons 
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accused of having committed an act in violation 
of the laws and customs of war, who ate specified 
either by name or by the rank, office, or em- 
ployment which they held under the Bulgarian 
authorities.” 

Under this article the Serb-Croat-Slovene State 
presented to the Conference of Ambassadors a list 
of 1662 Bulgarian war criminals, demanding their 
extradition from Bulgaria for trial. At the request 
of the Council of Ambassadors this list was 
arbitrarily teduced to 500 individuals, without the 
1,162 remaining ceasing thereby to be war 
criminals. But this 500 were not handed over by 
Bulgaria because, since by an unfortunate con- 
descension, the great Allied Powers allowed 
Germany to evade this stipulation of the Peace 
Treaty, the allies of the Teutons have imitated the 
example of the latter and offered a mockery of 
judgement at their tribunals, which judgement has 
not been carried out. ‘The Kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats and Slovenes has had the most to suffer 
from this weakness on the part of the Allies, 
In faét, the unpunished war criminals have con- 
tinued their mischievous activities against Serbia. 
Thus the great majority of the comitadji leaders 
who have invaded Southern Serbia since the 
armistice are on the list of war criminals. We 
give below a list of these voyvodes, together with 
their number on the list of war criminals (the 
number on the list of the 500 is indicated in 
brackets), and with a statement of the crimes 
they have committed. 

Todor Alexandrov, No. 8 ee for 
the massacre of 118 Serbian soldiers, prisoners and 
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sick, at Liubotin, on the zoth to 26th October, - 
1915 ; massacres, murders, torture, flogging, rapes, 
etc., in Old Serbia. Attacks on Strumitsa station 
and Valandovo in 1915. 

Protogherov, General, No. 1120 (335).—General 
otder for massacre and deportations ; order for 
massacres at Shtip. Order for the internment of 
the Metropolitan Vichentiye. Responsible for all 
offences committed by Bulgarians in the Morava 
district. Responsible for all executions and incen- 
diarisms in the Department of Toplitsa. 

Brlo Ivan, No. 145 (58).—Massacre of 118 
prisoners at Liubotin. Massacre of Serbian 
soldiers and Turkish refugee children from Bosnia 
at Shtip ; ill-treatment and internment of women 
and children ; murders. 

Pancha Chavdarw, No. 1370.—Massacres . at 
Ranovats and Kladurovo; ill-treatment, extor- 
tions ; order for the pollution of women. 

Petar Chaulev, alias Chauchov, No. 1369 (409).— 
Executions, flogging, pillage at Buchie and in 
the neighbourhood. 

Yevrem Chuchukov, alias Chuchkov, No. 1391 (416). 
—Responsibility and complicity in massacre of 
the 118 sick soldiers at Liubotin., 

Pavle Hristov, No. 703.—Extortions. 

Krsla Leonda, No. 748 (230).—Massacres, mur- 
ders, pillages at and around Bitol. Extortions. 
Responsible for all crimes committed in the 
Morihovo district. 

Boyadjiev, General, No. 112.—Sack of the town of 
Nish. Floggings at Bitol. 

Dimko Bushba, No. 146 (59).—Massacre of 220 
Serbian soldiers and recruits near Ramne (Ohrid). 
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Naum Yossifov, No. 568 (183).—Massacre of 
‘220 Serbian soldiers and recruits near Ramne 
(Ohrid); assassination of V. Vanevich at 
Bitol. 

Lazar Diviianats Bugarski, No. 736 (226).— 
Massactes, floggings, torture, extortions. 

Donche ’Kratovsky, No. 697. —Participation in 
massacre of Serbian soldiers at Shtip. 

Lefterov, No. 745.—Floggings ; extortions at 
Kuchevishte and elsewhere. Participation in the 
attack on Valandovo in 1915. 

LT'sane Pop Ivanov, No. 522 (169).—Three execu- 
tions at Turekovats ; participated, together with 
Stoykov, in the execution of eight men at Velika 
Kopashnitsa ; participation in the massacre at 
Vinarachka (35 dead). Order to kill six people at 
Donyi Kunovats. 

Dyordjiev-Klinchar, No. 398.—Massacte of civil- 
jans; in 1915, fifteen executions in the district 
of Kochane; destruction of houses; participa- 
tion in the massacre of 118 Serbian prisoners at 
Liubotin. 

Petar Lesev-Veleshki, No. 749 (231).—Massactes, 
mutilations, rape, extortion at Veles and in the 
neighbourhood ; responsible for the massacre 
of twelve soldiers at “ Ruzhdia ” (Turkish High 
School), Veles; massacre of 600 people in the 
villages of Kostintse, Margare, Gostirashna and 
Strovie. 

Gave Stoilov, No. 366 (120).—Very numerous 
massacres, innumerable floggings, for the most 
part on the bare stomach, torture, rape. 

Todor Shtipianski, No. 1411.—-Massacres, ter- 
ture, floggings, rape. 
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Krsta Koniushki, No. 705.—Massacre of civil- 
ians, ill-treatment, floggings. ; 

Krum Z ografov (Vagarov) (killed), No. 1593 
(219).—Massacres, pillage, theft, rape, torture ; 
massacres at Alabane ; assassination of two 
women at Plochnik ; hanging at Racha. 

Lazar Fertig, No. 355.—Participation in the 
massacre of Serbian soldiers in the hospital at 
Shtip ; assassinations. 

Iha Stoychev, No. 1296.—Ill-treatment. 

Petar Ovcharov, No. 961 (287).—Assassination 
of two men, one woman and one child ; massacre 
of sick soldiers, women and children at Rado- 
vishte. 

To these voyvode-chiefs “ at work” in Mace- 
donia we must also add :— 

Chaprashikov, former Bulgarian Minister in Serbia, 
No. 1364 (407). — Accused of : order for execution 
of priests, officers, professors, schoolmastets, etc. 
ill-treatment, pillage ; participation in the assassi- 
nation of priests at Nish and in the neighbour- 
hood; order to kill the priests at Kremenitsa ; 
responsible for the execution of twenty-one 
priests and several officers at Yankova Padina ; 
responsible for the massacre of priests at Kuno- 
vichka Reka, near Yelashnitsa. 

Petko Penchev, editor tn -chief of the semt-official 
“ Democraticheski Sgovor,” of Sofia, No. 1007 (300). 
—Accused of : ill-treatment of the population, 
instigation to all crimes carried out by the comit- 
adjis under his orders. 

The former, Chaprashikoy, worked at Vienna, 
keeping in touch with the comitadjis ; the latter 
is a member of the Executive Committee at Sofia. 
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During the war this latter was the representative 
of this Committee in Serbian Macedonia, and as 
such commanded and directed all the exactions 
in this area, of the comitadjis of his associations. 


XXXVI 
MANY OF THE ComIraApDjIs LEADERS NOW “ AT 
WORK” IN SOUTHERN SERBIA ARE COMIT- 


ADJIS BECAUSE THEY ARE CRIMINALS AT THE 
Common Law 


Many of the comitadjis leaders who are now 
massacring the population in Southern Serbia and 
holding Macedonia to ransom are comitadjis 
because they were criminals at the Common. Law, 
and because the fact of being Bulgarian comitad}is 
enables them to continue their life of murder and 
rapine. One may judge by the examples that we 
will give. 

Ivan Brlo was a poor man from Gorn Balvan, 
a district of Ovche Polie, who had to hire himself 
as a farm hand to a rich Turk, proprietor of a 
chiflik (farm). Before the Balkan Wars he went 
as a labourer to Bulgaria, but he misbehaved 
himself there, committing thefts, and was com- 
pelled to return to Macedonia. In 1915, during 
the Bulgarian occupation, he was at Shtip, where 
he enrolled as a gendarme. As such he took 
part in all the exactions and all the massacres ; he 
rapidly gained an influence among the comitadjis, 
aml he became one of the most influential 
voyvodes. By theft, pillage and extortion he 
amassed such a fortune that he was able (from 
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having nothing) to buy up the whole chiflik of 
his former Turkish master. 

Mita Tasev-Mihaylov, of Opil, murdered 
several men in 1915 and fled to Bulgaria. He 
returned as voyvode of comitadjis. 

Velichko Velyanov, of Tsreshevo, was arrested 
for murder in 1919 and imprisoned at Skoplie ; 
he escaped and returned from Bulgaria as voyvode 
of comitadijis. 

Gave Stoilov, of Smoymirovo, began his 
criminal career at the age of 15 under the Turks 
and became a cattle thief. To his trade of thieving 
he next added that of smuggler and eventually 
became a murderer. Thus in August, 1914, he 
killed, in order to rob, Maria, widow of Lazar 
Krakutovich, and her grandson Dimitrie, aged 
ten years. On the 15th August, 1914, he killed 
Gavrilo Markovich, of Spikovo, also in order to 
tob him. Pursued by the Serbian authorities he 
fled to Bulgaria and returned as a voyvode of 
comitadjis, committing in occupied Serbia the 
ctimes of which we have spoken, crimes which 
he is continuing in Southern Serbia. 

George Vandev, of the village of Radomir, 
district of Yenidze-Vardar (Greek Macedonia), 
was a peasant. Sentenced to fifteen years imprison- 
ment for robbery under arms before the war, he 
escaped to Bulgaria where he became a voyvode 
of comitadjis. His father was also sentenced for. 
the same crime, but the latter did not succeed in 
escaping. 

Gligor Tsiklev-Maney, born in Gorni Stubal 
(district of Kratovo), began his criminal career 
before the war, when he killed some peasants in 


THE COMITADJI QUESTION 47 


his district in order to rob them. He then became 
affiliated to the Bulgarian comitadji organisation, 
became voyvode and went with them in 1918 to 
Bulgaria, whence he returned to terrorise the 
districts of Kratovo, Kriva Palanka and Stratsin. 

Vassil Zhidrovski, called Vladimirski, of Vladi- 
mirovo, killed a man in 1920 and fled to Bulgaria. 
He returned as a comitad}i. 

Stefan Hadji-Kostev, of Kratovo, killed a 
gendarme sergt.-major in 1915. Prosecuted for 
this crime, he fled to Bulgaria and returned during 
the same year as a comitadji with the Bulgarian 
army. He left with the Bulgars again in 1918, 
and returned later to Serbian Macedonia as a 
voyvode of comitadjis. 

Gligor Zlatev, of Buchishte, killed and robbed 
many peasants during the war. He was arrested 
after the return of the Serbian army and im- 
prisoned at Sveti Nikola, awaiting trial. He 
escaped in 1919 and took refuge in Bulgaria, 
whence he returned as voyvode of comitadjis. 

Krsta Koniushki, of Koniush, district of Kratovo. 
Comitadji since 1899, Krsta was a manservant of 
Hadji-Yusuf, whom he killed in r912. He then 
fled to Bulgaria, where he soon became an 
important voyvode. Kréta has a brother-in-law, 
Mile Dumanovyski, who was mayor of Ristovats 
(Old Serbia) during the Bulgarian occupation, 
and where he took part in the massacre of the 
whole male population of the village. 

Bogdan Smilyev, of Malo Tsrnilishte, in the 
Ovche Polie, was prosecuted in 1919 for murder. 
He escaped from prison and took refuge in 
Bulgaria, whence he returned as a voyvode of 
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comitadjis. As such he burned the village of 
Koshevo. 

Djordje Dobroshinski, of Dobroshin, was pro- 
secuted for murder in 1920. He escaped cam 
prison and fled to Bulgaria, whence he returned as 
a comitadji. 


XXXVII 
LIKE THE LEADERS, THE RANK AND FILE OF THE 
COMITADJIS JOINED THE ORGANISATIONS 


BECAUSE THEY HAD TRANSGRESSED THE 
CRIMINAL Law 


Wer have seen that the yoyvodes of the Mace- 
donian comitadjis are recruited for the most part 
among those with whom justice has an account 
to settle in their native land. Their subordinates, 
the rank and file comitadjis, are hardly better 
recruited. To prove this we will give below 
complete list of all the men in the Kratovo district 
who have fled to Bulgaria from the end of the 
war to the autumn of 1922, the greater part of 
whom are now serving in the ranks of the Bul- 
garian comitadjis. We may add that the distri@ 
of Kratovo is one of those in which Bulgarian 
propaganda is most intense. 
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Thus there ate in all 157 men from the distri@ 
of Kratovo who have gone to Bulgaria at the end 
of the war, and from that date to the autumn of 
1922. Of these 157 men, 83 (52.86 per cent.) went 
as deserters, 23 (14.65 per cent.) because they were 
concerned with murder, 3 (1.97 per cent.) con- 
cerned with brigandage, 17 (10.82 per cent.) 
accused of harbouring criminals, 2 (1.27 per cent.) 
wanted for theft, 20 (12.73 per cent.) concerned in 
high treason, 1 (0.63 per cent.) for embezzlement, 
I (0.63 per cent.) because he was an old Bulgarian 
comitadji, 3 (1.97 per cent.) were recruited in the 
Bulgarian army at the time of their departure, and 
against 4 (2.55 per cent.) no charge is made. What 
is Striking in these statistics is the relatively large 
number of deserters. However, if we consider 
the total of the population of the district of 
Kratovo this figure is insignificant. It is, more- 
over, explained by the faé&t that the Macedonians, 
from the time of the Turks, have never been 
recruited for the army. They were not accustomed 
to military service, and were afraid of it. Many 
of these deserters have since been enrolled in the 
Bulgarian comitadji troops, but in the great 
majority of cases it was against their will. As we 
will see later on, these troops, with the complicity 
of the government authorities, have special 
methods for forcing people, especially Mace- 
donians, to enrol themselves in the troops of 
Alexandrov and his friends. We must also say 
that many of these desertions have been provoked 
by this very propaganda and aétivity of the 

-comitadjis in Southern Serbia. The faét is that the 
Bulgarian comitadji seek in the villages to prevent 
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young people from doing their military duty, and 
that too with threats of death which are often 
carried out. If they cannot get at the young people 
themselves they wreak their vengeance on their 
parents. 


XXX VII 
Topor ALEXANDROV 


We have already spoken of the “ Great Chief” 
of the comitadjis, ‘Todor Alexandrov, and we have 
also indicated the reasons why the Serb-Croat- 
Slovene State requested his extradition for trial 
as a war criminal, Nevertheless we must again 
touch upon the remarkable career of this man, 
professional murderer and brigand. Todor 
Alexandrov is a native of Shtip. He began by 
being an elementary school master in that town in 
Turkish times, but emigrated to Bulgaria and 
became a high school master at Sofia. As such he 
took an active part in Bulgarian propaganda, and 
in order to obtain influence among its directors 
he got himself elected to the Macedonian Revo- 
lutionary Committee. ‘This rolling stone then 
abandoned his career as an educator of the young, 
and became the butcher of the Macedonians who 
refused to take up the cause of the schism or who 
were not enthusiastic about the idea of uniting 
Macedonia with Greater Bulgaria. We have 
already noted his aétivity as a German agent at 
the outbreak of the World War. One may say 
that Todor Alexandrov, who had become a person 
of some importance at Sofia, was, with his friend 
and accomplice, General Protogherov, one of 


! 
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those who did the most to bring Bulgaria into 
the War against the Entente. The Germans had 
iven 30 millions while Bulgaria was still neutral, 
Foe an attack on the Serbs and for the formation, 
immediately after Coburg’s subjects commenced 
hostilities, of the celebrated Macedonian Division, 
composed of refugees, comitadjis and prisoners 
of war captured by the Germans and Austro- 
Hungarians. Alexandrov began by having his 
accomplice Protogherov appointed brigadier in 
this division, and then commander of the whole 
division. In 1917 General Zhekov put Proto- 
gheroy in charge of reprisal troops at the time of 
the Serbian Revolt, well knowing that it would be 
hard to find a man who would carry out that task 
with greater cruelty. Meanwhile Alexandrov was 
watching and encouraging his comitadjis in 
Macedonia and occupied Serbia, with the result 
that the barbarity of the latter exceeded anything 
that could be imagined, as may easily be seen by 
consulting the official documents of the Serbian 
and Inter-Allied inquiries. Between two inspec- 
tions of the comitadjis Alexandrov would help in 
the work at headquarters, or accompany the 
Crown Prince Boris on his tours of Macedonia. 
An important fact to keep in mind is that during 
the whole period of the Bulgarian occupation of 
Macedonia, Alexandrov never proposed to the 
Bulgarians that they should grant autonomy to 
the Macedonians. He was one of the most fervent 
artisans of the annexation not only of Macedonia, 
ee also of half of Old Serbia. “After the War, 
Alexandrov, at first timidly but later with 
increasing audacity, direéted the raids of his troops 
4A 
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into Serbia. He himself appeared on Serbian 
territory. Thus in February, 1922, his presence 
was noted in the neighbourhood of Shtip, at the 
beginning of June in the same year he was in the 
Berovo distriét, and later at Dautitsa, etc. Whilst 
residing for the most part at Sofia, he is the evil 
genius of the massacring comitadjis. He does 
not forget self-advertisement. He has himself 
interviewed by Allied journalists, who are not 
afraid to damage their own cause and that of their 
Allies by saluting as a “ hero” this professional 
murderer and ex-German agent. For the sake of 
the cause, Alexandrov, who has become very 
tich through his activity as supreme head of the 
Bulgarian comitadjis, has now turned “ auto- 
nomist.” At the present moment he is playing a 
creat part in relation to the Tsankov Government, 
who refuse him nothing. 


XXXIX 


BEING A VoyvopE OF Comrrapjis 1s A ““ PAYING 
BUSINESS ” 


We have seen that the voyvode Ivan Brlo, who 
Started with nothing, is now in possession of the 
property of his former master. The business of 
comitadji chief has earned very considerable 
fortunes for Alexandrov and Protogheroy. In 
general, all the voyvodes enriched themselves, 
either by forced contributions, which they took 
from the villages which they visited, and ofan 
we will speak again further on, or by pillage and 
extortion. But the position of a voyvode is not 


THE COMITADJI QUESTION 69 


only excellent from the pecuniary point of view ; 
it Biro brings, in Bulgaria, honours and distinétions. 
Todor Alexandrov has become a sort of national 
hero, to whom the official Press Bureau of the 
Foreign Ministry at Sofia sends the correspondents 
of foreign newspapers. Yevrem Chuchukov, a 
common little elementary school master at Peh- 
chevo, under the Turkish regime, has become a 
voyvode of comitadjis, and at the same time an 
important person in Coburg’s Kingdom. More- 
over, during the war in 1916 he was entrusted 
with the sub-prefecture at Shtip. To-day this 
“ personage,” aged about sixty, is the “ instructor” 
of the bands who propose to attack Serbian 
territory. 

Lazar Divlianats, voyvode of Bulgarian comit- 
adjis for the last thirty years, of Divlie (distri@ of 
Skoplie), has become the confidential man not 
only of the supreme chiefs, Alexandrov and 
Protogheroy, but also of the Ministers. He is 
much thought of in Sofia and between two 
massacres he had himself feted at banquets in 
the capital, where his patriotism for Greater 
Bulgaria was belauded. ‘The Minister of Justice 
in the Tsankovy Government certainly owes his 
portfolio in great measure to his position as an 
influential member of the Executive Committee. 
To be on the Committee, for a vovyode or a rank 
and file comitadji of the Macedonian Revolu- 
tionary Committee has become a good business ; 
in spite of the personal efforts of Stambolisky 
to combat this state of affairs, it is one very highly 
thought of in Bulgaria, 
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THE COMITADJIS BECOME PROFESSIONALS 


Moreover, the men enrolled in the bands of 
comitadjis become regular professionals. They 
abandon their regular profession of farmer, school- 
master, business man, or even parish priest, to 
live this bandit’s life of massacring and terrorising 
a peaceful population. As we will see later on, 
the comitadjis are paid by their organisation, and 
they supplement their pay by preying on the 
population. They never do any work, and when 
they are not actually carrying out an expedition 
on Serbian territory they are resting and living 
well at the expense of the population, who are 
afraid of them. 


XLI 
THE BANDS OF COMITADJIS ARE COMPOSED OF 


MEN WHO ARE NATIVES OF MACEDONIA AND 
BULGARIA 


WHEN the Serbian State made protests to Bulgaria 
against the incessant raids of the latter’s comitadjis 
on to Serb-Croat-Slovene territory the Sofia 
Cabinet declared, not indeed to the Serbian 
Government, because they knew too well that 
they had perfeét information, but to other coun- 
tries, through the press and by propaganda, that 
these bands did not come from Bulgaria; that 
they were formed on the spot by Macedonian 
insurgents, solely by Macedonians. 

It is perfectly true that the majority of the 
members of these bands are of Macedonian 
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origin, but these Macedonians come from Bul- 
gatia, where many of them have been forced to 
take refuge because they had serious accounts to 
settle with Serbian justice. In a previous se@ion 
we have demonstrated that a great number of 
the comitadjis are nothing but ordinary criminals 
at the Common Law. Others, as we shall see 
later on, are Macedonians who, after following 
their trade peacefully in Bulgaria, have been forced 
on pain of expulsion, or even of death, to enrol 
in the bands. Lastly, the chief voyvodes of 
Macedonian origin have made this bandit’s trade 
their career. 

However, the bands also contain many Bulgars 
from Bulgaria. Thus the following voyvodes, 
who have commanded bands in Southern Serbia 
in recent years, are of Bulgarian origin ; Lefterov, 
captain in the army, native of Varna or of Burgas ; 
Petre Lessev Veleshky, native of Bulgaria; and 
Petre Ovcharov; native of Lom Palanka or of 
Plovdiv. 

As for the rank and file comitadjis of Bulgarian 
origin, we will allow some of the comitadjis to 
speak who have taken been prisoner and examined 
personally by ourselves. 

Gligor Todor Petrov (27), cattiage-maker, of 
Gornia Djumaya (Bulgaria).—‘“I was in the 
cheta (band) of Vandev. Of 17 men, three of us 
were natives of Bulgaria. Propaganda was used 
in Bulgaria to make Bulgarians enrol in the bands.” 

Suleyman Akitov, of the village of Serbyan, 
district of Kratovo.—* Two of the comitadjis 
who were with me were from Bulgaria, one from 
Radomir, the other from Shumen.”’ 
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Arza Yovov (55), of Lokvitsa.—* There are also 
Bulgars from Bulgaria and even officers who enter 
the bands of comitadjis.” 

Zhivoin Nikolich (32), of Zernovtse.—“ In the 
bands Macedonians were mixed with Bulgars.” 
Ete., etc. 


ald 
THE BANDS COME FROM BULGARIA 


THE proofs that the bands come from Bulgaria 
and‘are not formed on the spot are innumerable. 
It is only the almost complete ignorance of Balkan 
affaits which prevails among the people of Europe 
and America that makes it possible for Bulgarian 
propaganda to attempt (often, it must be allowed, 
with success) to foster the belief in the formation 
in the locality of bands of insurgents against 
Serbian rule. We will enumerate below some of 
the most pertinent proofs of the faé that the bands 
are formed in Bulgaria and ctoss the Serbian 
frontier. 


XLUI 
SoME DEpOsITIONS OF THE CAPTURED ComIrADJIS 


Dyordje Dimitrov, of Zletovo, aged 39.—“ I was 
enrolled at Kustendil (Bulgaria) in Mita Opilski’s 
band. We crossed the frontier and came to Opil.” 

Nikola Ognianovich, of Kamenitsa, aged 22.— 
“I deserted in 1922 from the 16th regiment at 
Nish and went to Bulgaria, where I worked for 
some time. One day I fell in with Yane Velimiro- 
vich, of Tser, who in 1918 went away with the 
Bulgarians. I was then at Kustendil (Bulgaria). 
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He used threats and forced me to enter the band 
commanded by him, the second in command being 
Mite Sokolarski, of Sokolattsi. The band crossed 
the frontier, and as I was near my home I asked 
leave to go there to get some linen. While I was 
at home the others burnt the house of Stamenko 
Ilievich, who refused to be enrolled. They then 
set out again for Bulgaria and returned eight 
days later to Sassa. Having heard that there 
wete many gendarmes around that village, they 
did not dare to go further and returned to 
Bulgaria.” 

Giigor Todorov Petrov, aged 27, cattiage-maker, 
of Gornia Djumaya—‘I received arms and 
uniform from Petrich (Bulgaria).” 

Suleyman Akitov, of the village of Serbyan, aged 
25.—“I was recruited at Sofia in the cheta of 
Shandarov. I was a Serbian soldier put in charge 

of the French mules at Salonica in 1918. | 
deserted in 1919 and went away with some 
Bulgarian prisoners who had escaped from the 
ptison camp at Mikra. On the Belasitsa, we met a 
Greek patrol who killed several of us. The rest 
of us arrived in Sofia in the autumn of 1919 and I 
worked there three years, selling cakes. The voy- 
vode Chauley came to me in 1922 at the bakery, to 
tell me on behalf of General Protogherov that I 
must at once enrol myself as a comitadji. I at once 
set out with Chaulev and an army non-com- 
missioned officer called Kushev, from the neigh- 
bourhood of Veles. At Solni Pazar, where there 
were eight other recruits, I was given, at the 
schoolhouse, ten suits of underclothing. They 
took us all on the railway, without paying, to 
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Garata, the last station before Kustendil. Next day 
we left Kustendil for the frontier, which we crossed 
at Sultan Tepe.” 

Andriya Marchevich, of the village of Nemanitsa, 
aged 19.—* I was called up as a recruit at Shtip. 
I had 1,000 dinars on me. Two of my comrades 
also called up told me that all the recruits from 
Skoplie had fled into Bulgaria and that the English 
would arrive in Macedonia within ten days. We 
then fled all three to Kustendil, where my two 
comrades stole my 1,000 dinars and ran away. I 
was five days without work. Then I went into a 
mineral-water factory, where I was recruited for 
the bands.” 

Arsa Yovov, of Lokvitsa, aged 55.—“1 was 
recruited by the Bulgars as an auxiliary during the 
occupation, and I left with the Bulgarian army in 
1918. I went to Kustendil (Bulgaria) and worked 
there as a mason. There, on pain of expulsion, I 
was forced to enrol in the band of Lazar Divli- 
anats.” 

Petre Boshkov, of the village of Teovo, aged 56, 
—T left with the Bulgarian army in 1918, for I 
was kmet of the village. I went to Kustendil, 
where I opened a butcher’s shop. Under threats 
of expulsion I was enrolled in the cheta of 
Divlianats. At the beginning, when the French 
were Still in Macedonia, it was forbidden to cross 
the frontier, but after the defeat of the French 
the police themselves sent people to cross the 
frontier of Serbian Macedonia, and killed a dozen 
men, natives of Macedonia, who refused to join 
the bands. At Djuyeshevo there are frontier 
soldiers who allow comitadjis to pass.” 
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XLIV 


THE BANDS CONTAIN BULGARS FROM BULGARIA 
AND MACEDONIA WHO DO NOT BELONG TO 
THE DISTRICTS IN WHICH THEY WORK 


As has been shown above, the bands of comit- 
adjis have among theit members Bulgats from 
Bulgaria. If these bands were formed on the spot, 
in Serbian territory, as the Sofia Government 
pretends, how could the presence of these Bulgars 
be possible ? Already at the time of the raids of 
the comitadjis at the beginning of the War, the 
peasants definitely declared that, apart from a few 
natives of the regions attacked, the rest (and great 
majority) of the men who formed the bands con- 
sisted of people who were absolute strangers to 
them. It may be objected that they might have 
come from another part of Macedonia and were 
consequently unknown in the region where they 
were seen by the inhabitants. But then, why did 
the people, avowedly revolting against the Setbian 
regime, transport themselves to another part of 
Macedonia, unknown to them, to catty out this 
revolt? Would not the very fact of operating in 
an unknown region cause them to lose three- 
quarters of their chances of success? The truth 
is, as we will show in a later paragraph, that 
Macedonians and Bulgarians are recruited, often 
by force, in Bulgaria, and are sent under the orders 
of a voyvode to some part of Serbian Macedonia. 
It is this voyvode who knows the country per- 
fectly, and not the comitadjis, who, at any rate for 
the most part, are absolute strangers. This sending 
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of rank and file comitadjis of Macedonian origin 
to regions other than those to which they belong 
even appears to be the tactics of the heads of the 
“ Executive Revolutionary Committee.” In faét, 
we have given a list of men who have fled to 
Bulgaria from the district of Kratovo, a great 
number of whom are to-day in the ranks of the 
comitadjis. A relatively small number of these 
people are “ at work” in the region of Kratovo, 
whereas they have been noticed in quite different 
districts. It is certain that the voyvode has his 
men far more under his control if they have no 
family or other ties in the districts in which they 
operate. However, all this points to the evidence 
that the bands cannot be formed on the spot, 
and that their formation takes place on some 
territory where such an assembly of men .of 
various distri€ts is possible, 7.e., on Bulgarian 


territory. 
XLV 


THE VoyrvopE-CHIEFS 


WE have already said that:the greater part of the 
voyvodes of comitadjis are war criminals, and are 
also often criminals at the Common Law. As 
such they have serious accounts to settle with 
Serbian justice. If, as the Bulgars say, these bands 
of comitadjis were formed on the spot, #.¢., on 
Serbian territory, these voyvodes should also be 
found there. But the Serb-Croat-Slovene Kingdom 
has a police-force, a gendarmerie, troops, and 
does anybody really believe that they would 
tolerate the presence of these criminals until they 
had succeeded in raising a band? No, these 
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voyvodes retited into Bulgaria with the army in 
1918. ‘They live peacefully there, for Bulgaria 
has not handed over, not even ttied, the war- 
criminals, as she solemnly promised to do by her 
signature of the Treaty of Neuilly. They are even 
respected, and play an important part. It is in 
Bulgaria that they recruit their bands, it is from 
Bulgaria that they make their raids, it is thither 
that they retire after carrying out their plots in 
Southern Serbia. 


SEV 
THE CONFESSIONS OF BULGARIAN DELEGATES 


We have already explained, in the section devoted 
to the Nish conference of 1923, the decisions 
taken by the delegates of the two interested 
nations, which constitute a formal confession of 
the formation of bands on Bulgarian territory. Let 
us recall at this point the decisions in question. 

(i) The Bulgarian State will complete the 
organisation of its authorities in the distri&s of 
Petrich, Djumaya and Kustendil. 

(it) To this end, it will transfer from the 
frontier and from neighbouring regions all 
officials compromised in the activities of the 
comitadjis. 

(iii) It will also remove from the frontier all 
refugees and deserters from the Serb-Croat- 
Slovene army. 

(iv) In general, it will use every means to pte- 
vent the formation of bands, and their passage 
over the frontier. 

(v) It will prevent all propaganda in their favour. 
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(vi) It undertakes to consider any persons who 
take part in the organisation and aétion of comit- 
adjis or who aid the latter in any way whatever, 
thus involving State responsibility, as falling 
under the penalties under the Criminal Law. 

These decisions were signed by the Bulgarian 
delegates, Neukov, Davidov and Petrov, and 
ratified by the Sofia Government. We must also 
point out that by the passage in Article VI, “ thus 
involving State responsibility,” the Sofia Cabinet 
has officially recognised that it is responsible for 
the activity of the comitadjis. 


XLVII 
THE EQUIPMENT OF THE BANps 1s BULGARIAN 


We have frequently had occasion, during the 
period of the attacks of the Bulgarian comitadjis 
at the beginning of the War and after its close, 
to examine the arms and equipment found on 
the wounded or on the bodies of members of the 
bands. Apart from some rare cases where the 
comitadjis, to deceive the peasants, disguised 
themselves in Serbian uniforms, equipment was 
invariably Bulgarian. Equipment and arms were 
military. We cite below some depositions of 
Macedonian peasants or of comitadjis taken 
prisoner. 

Boris Manevich, of Vintse, aged 23.— They 
(the comitadjis) wore a Serbian blouse and the 
rest Bulgarian.” 

Lassa Stanchevich, of Vintse, aged 25.“ They 
were dressed as Bulgarian comitadjis.” 
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Pavle Kussevich, of Vintse, aged 25.—-“‘ The 
comitadjis were dressed in Bulgarian military 
uniform.” 

Lhivoin Nikolich, aged 32, kmet of Zernovtse.— 
“They were dressed, for the most part at any rate, 
in Bulgarian army uniforms. If they had not the 
whole uniform, they had at any rate the Bulgarian 
military cap.” 

Mustapha Hassan, kmet of Istibaniya, aged 48. 
—* There were men dressed as villagers, others 
as Bulgarian soldiers.” 

Yovan Baltovich, of Rusinovo, aged 38.—‘‘ They 
wore Bulgarian army uniform with the winter 
cap.” 

Ghgor Stambolievich, of Negrovo, aged 36.— 
“They were dressed in Bulgarian uniforms, some 
were in plain clothes.” 

Andon Delovich, of Nova Mala, aged 63.—“ ‘The 
comitadjis were in Bulgarian military uniform.” 

Suleyman Ali, kmet of Visoka Mala, aged 50.— 
“The comitadjis were dressed in Bulgarian 
uniforms.” 

Magdalena, widow of Djordjevich, of Nova Mala, 
aged 28.—“ The comitadjis wore Bulgarian army 
uniforms.” 

Ghigor Todorov Petrov, of Gornia Djumaya, aged 
27.—“I know that the Bulgarian Government 
helps the comitadjis because all their arms are 
Bulgarian. The arms are brought from Sofia and 
stored at Petrich and in the villages round 
Petrich.” 

Athanas Dyordjevich, kmet of the village of 
Shaintash, aged 41.—“‘ They left behind a Bul- 
garian military cloak, two German army leather 
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motoring caps, 80 clips of ammunition, of which 
79 were for Bulgarian mausers and one Serbian. 
Two comitadjis were dressed as peasants with 
white Albanian ‘kechka.’ The rest were dressed 
in Bulgarian army clothing.” 

Mehmed Ahmed, of Damyan, aged 45.— The 
comitadjis were dressed in Bulgarian military 
uniform,” 

Kosta Gavrilovich, of Radovishte.—“ They wore 
Bulgarian uniform and equipment.” 

Donche Markovich, kmet of Vintse, aged 52.— 
“The comitadjis were dressed in Bulgarian 
uniforms. One was dressed as a Serbian sergeant.” 

Petar Stoykovich, of Liubantse, aged 38,— 
“Velichko had ten men with him. They were 
dressed in Bulgarian army clothing and Bulgarian 
caps. They were armed with guns and bombs.” 


XLVHUI 


Tur Arms FROM THE Muirrary Derpors ARE 
IssUED ON BULGARIAN Sort 


Maxim Anchich, of Stratsin, aged 43.— The 
arms are issued by the military authorities, but 
they take care to conceal these issued.” 

Nikola Ognianwich, of Kamenitsa, aged 22,— 
“ When I was arrested I handed over my rifle 
to the gendarmes. It was a Bulgarian army rifle, 
I was issued my equipment at the village of 
Sashdenik on al bates territory.” 

Ghgor Todor Petrov, of Gornia Djumaya, aged 
27.— “I received arms and uniform from Con- 
stantin Mishev, now in Vandey’s band, at Petrich. 
All the arms were Bulgarian. They were brought 
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from Sofia and left at Petrich and in the neigh- 
bouring villages.” 

Suleyman Akitov, of Serbyan, aged 25.—‘ We 
had brought munitions with us from Sofia. At 
Kustendil we received uniform, arms and packets 
of bandages. The house where we wete issued 
all this was near the baths at Kustendil. We had 
dum-dum bullets.” 

Arza Yovov, of Lokvitsa, aged 55.—“‘ At the 
frontier we received uniform and arms from the 
soldiers on the frontier.” 

Petar Boshkov, of Teovo, aged 66.—“<I was 
given uniform and arms at Djuyeshevo.” 


XLIX 


RECRUITING OF THE COMITADJIS IN BULGARIA BY 
MEANS OF THREATS FROM THE POLICE 


From the above it is already clearly established 
that the members of the bands are recruited in 
Bulgaria. However, we must also give details of 
the methods used in carrying out this recruiting. 
The fact is that for a great part of the rank and 
file comitadjis recruiting is not voluntary, but is 
carried out by constraint and with menaces. The 
police, as we will see by the depositions of 
witnesses, play a great part in it, which proves 
not only the connivance of the official authorities 
with the comitadjis, but also directly and gravely 
engages the responsibility of the Bulgarian State. 
As before, we will allow our witnesses to speak. 
Their evidence is more eloquent than any com- 
mentary that we can make on it. 

Diordje Dimitrov, of Zletovo, aged 39.—‘ I was 
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recruited at Kustendil by a young man named 
Lazar, in the band of Mita Opilski, of Opil. This 
young man threatened me with death if I did not 
join the band.” 

Maxim Anchich, of Stratsin, aged 43.—‘ Some 
of these men were already with the Bulgars before 
the war. Krsta Koniushki had them summoned 
and threatened with death if they did not join the 
bands.” 

Nikola Ognianovich, of Kamenitsa, aged 22.—“ I 
deserted the 16th regiment at Nish in 1920 and I 
went to Bulgaria, where I worked for some time. 
One day, at Kustendil, I fell in with Yane Velimi- 
rovich, of Tser, who in 1918 went away with the 
Bulgarian army. He used threats to make me join 
the cheta_of which he is voyvode. The comitadjis 
receive from their voyvode an identity card 
(Otkrit List’), and this serves as an identity 
card with the authorities. Thus the police arrested 
me and my voyvode’s paper was enough to 
identify me. The police never annoy anybody 
who has a voyvode’s card.” 

Yovan Palyosh, of Yenidze Vardat, aged 46.— 
“ The Bulgarian frontier posts allow comitadjis to 
pass freely. The police, even in the three towns 
of assembly (Kustendil, Djumaya and Petrich), do 
absolutely nothing to prevent them from crossing 
the frontier. The comitadji’s certificate serves as 
an identity card with the police. Comitadjis in 
uniform do not pay their fare in the railway 
trains.” 

Suleyman Akitov, of Serbyan, aged 25.—“ In the 
autumn of 1919 I arrived in Sofia, where I worked 
for three years as a workman (seller of pastries). 
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In 1922 the voyvode Chaulev came to me at the 
bakery and said that General Protogherov had 
given an order that I was to go to Macedonia as a 
comitadji.”” 

Andrea Marchevich, of Nemanitsa, aged 19.—* I 
was five days without work (at Kustendil). Then 
I was in a mineral water factory where I worked 
for two and a half months. ‘There it was that 
they enrolled me.” 

Arza Yovov, of Lokvitsa, aged 55.—‘ I left with 
the Bulgarian army in 1918 and I settled in 
Kustendil as a mason. At the end of O&ober, 1921, 
the comitadji Yosko summoned me to the police. 
At the police station I was told that I could not 
remain any longer at Kustendil, and that I must 
enter a cheta of comitadjis. They indicated to me 
the band of Lazar Divlianats. It was the super- 
intendent of police himself who ordered me to 
enrol. Chaulevy was present at the whole scene. 
At the police station they gave me some proclama- 
tions written in Turkish to take to Serbian 
Macedonia. The police and the comitadjis 
searched all over Bulgaria for people from Serbian 
Macedonia and drove them by force into the 
chetas.”’ 

Petar Boshkov, of 'Teovo, aged 56; butcher.— 
“T left with the Bulgarian army in 1918, and I 
settled in Kustendil as a butcher. One day the 
comitadji Yosko and a gendarme came for me to 
my butcher’s shop and brought me to the police 
Station. There I was told that I might not stay 
in the town any longer, but that I must go to 
Macedonia in the band of Lazar Divlianats. At 
the police station they gave me Turkish proclama- 
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tions to take into Serbian Macedonia. It was the 
superintendent of police that said to me: ‘ You 
will go to Lazar Divlianats, and he will give you 
all the necessary explanations.’ At the beginning, 
when the French were’ still there, we were for- 
bidden to cross the frontier. But after the French 
went away the police themselves sent people to 
cross the frontier, and they killed a dozen men, 
natives of Macedonia, who refused to be enrolled 
in the comitadjis.... If I had not obeyed the 
order to join the cheta, they would have killed me. 
Krsta of Kratovo, Yanko of Kratovo, Trayko 
of Kumanovo, and Donche of Kratovo were 
killed for refusing to enrol. All these men were 
dragged by force to the frontier and killed there 
by the comitadjis. It was gendarmes that brought 
them. Simeon of Kochan was killed at Kustendil. 
He had been a voyvode for 15 years, since Turkish 
times. He had refused to cross the frontier. The 
day before he died he was actually sitting with the 
gendarmes ina café. He went away with the police 
and the gendarmes in a motor car, and next 
morning he was found dead.” 

Gligor Todorov Petrov, of Gornia Djumaya, aged 
27.—“ They spread propaganda all over Bulgaria 
for people to enter the bands of comitadjis.” 

We could add many others to these depositions, 
but we think that the system of recruiting and the 
complicity of the official police in this recruiting 
are already sufficiently established by what we 
have just quoted. It should specially be noted 
that the police are not satisfied with recruiting 
comitadjis, who are anything but volunteers, but 
they also take part in the punishment by means 


THE COMITADJI QUESTION 85 


of the death penalty of people who resist the orders 
of the Executive Revolutionary Committee, and 
they distribute propaganda in manifestoes. The 
official police of the State, as well as the frontier 
troops who allow the comitadjis to pass, are thus 
definitely accomplices of the Bulgarian organisa- 
tion directed against the security of the Serb- 
Croat-Slovene State, a fact which, by the way, the 
Bulgarian delegates at Nish implicitly recognised 
by their subscribing to the protocol of decisions 
taken by common agreement. 


L 
Tue FURNISHERS OF ARMS AND MUNITIONS 


IN 1922, the Serbian uniforms, which the comit- 
adjis put on sometimes to deceive the peasants, 
apart from the ones brought by deserters, were 
provided by the factory of army cloth at Gabrovo 
(Bulgaria). A great part of the munitions and 
bombs were delivered by the State through the 
intermediary of the Ivanov Brothers, Maria 
Louisa Street, near the Sveta Nedelya Church, 
at Sofia. 

At Kustendil there existed in 1922 two armouries 
for the equipment of bands of comitadjis, an arms 
and uniform store in the “ Isarlak ” quarter, near 
to the house of Marko Sakulyichki, the seventy- 
year-old propagandist and organiser of the Revo- 
lutionaty Organisation of the town; and a 
magazine of munitions and bombs on the Palanka 
Road, near to the café of Todor Shtiplianats. It 
was there also that the voyvodes met when passing 
through Kustendil. 
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[I 


THE ORGANISATION OF THE CoMITADJIS IN 
MACEDONIA 


We have shown above what kind of men the 
comitadjis and their voyvode leaders are. In 
the following pages we will examine their present 
methods of action in Macedonia. “The fa@ is, 
that for these individuals, who in comparison 
with the inhabitants are but few in number, to be 
able to do useful work towards the realisation’ of 
their schemes, it is essential to obtain some assist- 
ance from the population itself. This is the object 
of the envoys of the Executive Committee and 
also of the Federative Committee, although at 
the present time the latter have very little influence 
in Macedonia, as has been said. To obtain their 
ends they use every means of persuasion, and, 
above all, terror. The Macedonian peasant is a 
peaceful man, who, up to its liberation from the 
Turkish yoke, was always oppressed and harassed 
and could never till his land in peace. If it was not 
a Turk that persecuted him then it would be one 
of the comitadjis of Sandanski, Apostol, and Ivan 
Karasuli, who never ceased their burnings, 
pillage, rape and tortures, and who were as 
tyrannical and cruel as the Turkish hangman 
himself. After the Turkish defeat in 1913 Mace- 
donia could at least feel itself free. “It was 
deceived, for Bulgaria continued her terrorist 
policy, this time direéted against Serbia. And in 
1914 wart began again, followed by the Bulgarian 
occupation from 1915 to 1918. The Inter-Allied 
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inquiry has shown what the Macedonians suffered 
during this occupation. All these pollutions and 
horrors have rendered the Macedonian timid and 
suspicious. He is not sure that the enemy of 
to-day may not become the master of to-morrow. 
In such a State of mind intimidation has a 
clear field. And the comitadjis, as we shall see 
later on, have made great use of intimidation 
and terror. 

The comitadjis tried to set up a network of 
organisations in vatious patts of Macedonia. 
With this purpose they came in bands of from 12 
to 50, according to the importance of the locality, 
to the villages, where they assembled the inhabi- 
tants and forcibly enlisted them in the organisation. 
In each “ organised village ” they established the 
offices of Local Voyvode and “ Rukovoditel.” 
These two persons are theit confidential men. They 
transmit to the population the orders of the 
voyvodes and of the “ Executive Committee.” 
These it is also who choose couriers from among 
the peasants to carry messages. The local voyvode 
and rukovoditel also name the people who are to 
be executed or flogged. Those who do not obey 
orders must expect the extreme penalty—death. A 
special order to the peasants is to say nothing to 
the Serbian authorities. A man who informs the 
authorities of the arrival of comitadjis in a village 
is sentenced to death, and in many cases his house 
is burnt. What is more, as we will show later on, 
the village is obliged to contribute to the expenses 
of the general organisation. Every peasant is 
taxed, and this tax is from 10 to 15,000 dinars 
(£30 to £45) per head. It goes without saying 
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that the greater part of these “ voluntary con- 
tributions,” non-payment of which is also punished 
with death, goes into the pockets of the voyvodes 
and the leading comitadjis. Thus it is that Brlo 
and company have become millionaires, Many 
peasants, after carrying out the orders of the 
comitadjis, for fear of cruel reprisals, thus seriously 
compromising their position with regard to the 
Serbian authorities, have fled to Bulgaria, where 
they have been compelled to enrol in bands of 
comitadjis. In this way the Executive Revolu- 
tionary Committee succeeded in the years 1920 to 
1923 in organising a certain number of villages 
on the left bank of the Vardar. They have also 
attempted, by sending their envoys through 
Albania, to organise the right bank, but with 
much less success than on the left bank. 


LII 


DEATH IS THE FAvourtrE SENTENCE OF THE 
ComirapjIs 


Aux those who disobey the orders of the comit- 
adjis are punished by them. Sometimes they beat 
them so that they are laid up for weeks. We will 
give some examples later on. But their favourite 
method is to rid themselves for good of any 
inconvenient person. Thus in the Constitution of 
the Federative Revolutionary Organisation of Mace- 
donia, Chapter 6, which speaks of penalties, 
consists of the following articles :— 

Article 28.—Disobedient people, traitors and Opponents 


of the ideas of the organisation are condemned to 
death. 
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Article 29.—Any person who ceases to be a member 
of the organisation and acts against it is condemned to 
death. 

Article 30.—Authors of invective which damages the 
organisation are liable to capital punishment. 

Article 31.—For the execution of capital punishment 
men are to be chosen from among volunteers. In the 
absence of volunteers lots are to be cast. ' If the man thus 
indicated refuses to carry out the execution, he himself is 
sentenced to death. 


LUI 


THE ORGANISATION PROVIDES ITSELF WITH SUP- 
PLIES FROM WHEREVER IT PLEASES 


ARTICLE 26 of this so-called Constitution rans as 
follows :—‘“In order to live, the organisation 
procures provisions wherever it finds them, and 
just as it pleases, conforming to the decisions of 
the Congress and of the rules of the Constitution.” 
We will see from the depositions of Macedonians 
how the organisation goes to work. As usual, 
we will quote literally from witnesses who signed 
their depositions ; in the case of illiterates these 
will be confirmed by competent authority. 


LIV 


Comirapjis Forcr THE PEASANTS TO FEED THEM 
AND TO JOIN THE ORGANISATION 


Pavle Kussevich, of Vintse, aged 25.—“ The 
comitadjis asked for food, which was given to 
them.” 

Athanas Markovich, of Vintse, aged 30.—‘ They 
asked for food and said that if we did not join the 
organisation we would be all killed.” 
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Athanas Krstich, of Shlegovo, aged 60,—“ In 
1921 there were comitadjis in the neighbourhood 
of the village. They sent some men to the village 
to ask for food. The kmet of that time did not 
send the. bread, etc., but he sent a message to the 
sub-prefect at Kratovo to warn him.” 

Alexa Petkovich, of Prikovtse, aged 33.— The 
comitadjis did not ask for food, but they took 
everything that they wanted.” 

Lhiche Djurovich, of Kalnishte, aged 68.— The 
comitadjis also took food without paying for it.” 

Sava Peshich, of Kratovo, clerk to the parish 
of Kalnishte, aged 27.—“ The population is very 
much afraid of the comitadjis. But they are also 
afraid to be with the Serbs, for the comitadjis 
tell them that the Bulgars will come and kill 
them. The comitadjis sent a verbal message to 
the village forbidding them, on pain of death, to 
lay information with the Serbian authorities.” 

Divanis Dyordjevich, of Orizar, grocer, aged 40,— 
“Tn 1921 Pancha Chavdarov arrived at Orizar 
with his troop. The peasants did not wish him 
to enter the village. He then met six leading men 
in the neighbourhood of the village and threatened 
to kill them and burn their property if they did 
not come to an agreed place. At this place 
Chavdarov said to the six men that they must 
help the comitadjis and organise themselves. 
They had to do everything that the comitadjis 
ordered and never tell anything to the Serbian 
authorities on pain of death. Those who work 
for the organisation are forced to carry out 
whatever they are ordered, otherwise they are 
killed, They are sent to take letters (“ couriers ” 
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and are made to transmit verbal messages and 
bring food.” 

Lhivoin Nikolich, aged 32, mayor of: Zernovtse. 
—“In September, 1921, the comitadjis were in 
the village for five days. They proceeded to 
organise the village with threats to the people. 
They gave orders that they were to inform them 
of the passage of gendarmes and police, and to 
feed the comitadjis. ‘The mayor refused to do it. 
A month later, three comitadjis came back and 
waited for the mayor, who had gone to Kochane. 
They killed‘him near the ford of Zernovska river 
by shooting him and smashing his skull with the 
butts of their rifles.” 

Toma Konstantinovich, of Vintse, aged 49.— 
“The comitadjis ordered the population to give 
them food, as well as all useful information, and 
this with threats.” 

Mustafa Hassan, of Istibania, aged 48.—‘‘ The 
comitadjis came to the village once about Christmas 
in 1921. ‘They went to the house of Ali Hadji 
and demanded bread and other food. ‘They also 
demanded to organise the village so that it could 
be defended in case of necessity. These comitadjis 
were from 10 to 12 in number. They stayed for 
three days and took money, corn, rice, etc. 
Everything except the money was sent to Besigovo 
and Tser, district of Tsarevo Selo. ‘The population 
was forced to receive them because the comitadjis 
threatened them.” 

Yovan Baltovich, of Rusinovo, aged 38.—“‘ The 
comitadjis took nothing in the village, but they 
Stole the sheep of some shepherds on the moun- 
tains.” 
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Giigor Stambolievich, of Negrevo, aged 36.— 
“ The comitadjis did not steal, but they forced 
us to feed them. They threatened to kill anybody 
who said anything to the authorities.” 

Ognian Trenchevich, of Koshevo, aged 50.—“ In 
the second half of the month of April, Krum 
Zografov with 30 comitadjis came to the village 
of Koshevo and asked me for food. He demanded 
three sheep for lunch and three for dinner, of 
coutse without paying.” 

Athanas Dyordjevich, of Shayntash, aged 41.— 
“ The comitadjis came near to the village on the 
19th September between 5 and 6 o’clock in the 
evening. There were between 15 and 20 of them. 
They did not come into the village but told the 
rural constable to tell the kmet to prepare within 
an hour 50 okas of bread, three okas of rakia 
(brandy), one oka of tobacco, 20 packets. of 
cigarette papers and £T.200 in gold. If the 
village did not give what was asked of them, 
the village would be burned.” 


LV 


THE Comirapjis Exrort Money By THREATS 
AND Brows 


Maxim Anchich, of Stratsin, aged 43.—“ About 
30 of the armed comitadjis came to the village 
and forced the inhabitants to join the organisation. 
Moreover, they obliged them to pay an assess- 
ment, the amount of which was fixed by the leader 
of the band, according to the number of the 
inhabitants and their wealth. This contribution 
varies from between 5 and 15,000 dinars (£15 to 
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£45). This money is sent to Alexandrov, who 
~ sends it to Sofia, after taking a considerable share 
for himself and his voyvodes.” ; 

Lhiche Djurovich, of Kalnishte, aged 68.—“ The 
comitadjis took money from all the inhabitants of 
the village, 11,000 dinars in all. This money was 
supposed to be intended for the organisation.” 

Lhivoin Nikolich, mayor of Zernovtse, aged 32. 
—“ They collected the money with threats, taking 
200 to 300 dinars from each house. As the parish 
contains three hundred houses they have thus 
ovet 60,000 dinars.” 

Toma Konstantinovich, of Vintse, aged 49.— 
“The comitadjis demanded contributions from 
the peasants. Some gave to them. They insisted 
on payment in gold.” 

Hassan Selman, kmet of the village of Yachi- 
movo, aged 45.—“ The comitadjis came at the time 
of Ramadan, in the month of May. They collected 
all the people at the school, and bound the Hodja 
Ahmed Nazif and myself, and demanded {'T’.2,000 
from us, in gold. I told them that I had not so 
much money and that I had only 100 dinars. 
Ibrahim Redjep, who was also bound, had only 
£17.5. Then they dragged me to my house and 
took £T.9 in gold and a watch from me. To make 
me admit that I had this money the comitadjis 
beat me on the right side of the back so that I 
Still have the marks. (Verified on his body by the 
author of this book.) They took £T.100 in gold 
from Ali Mohammed, and beat him so that he 
was in bed for two months. From the mayor of 
the village the comitadjis took 1,000 Bulgarian 
levas. ‘They threatened him with revolvers for a 
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quarter of an hour to make him show his hiding- 
place, and then beat him as they had beaten the 
others.” 

Kole Ognianovich, of Kamenitsa, aged 22, Serbian 
deserter and Bulgatian comitadji (taken prisoner). 
— Our voyvode, Yane Velimirov, told us that 
we were going to steal some money. I said that 
I did not like doing that. Then Yane answered 
that we were going to make Macedonia autono- 
mous.” 

Lushe Grlevich, kmet of Nova Mala, aged 57.— 
“When I arrived at Ichovich’s house I found 
three comitadjis there, who demanded Sse 
which I refused to give them. Then the comitadjis 
told me that they had already colleéted a lot of 
money from the peasants.” 

Andon Delovich, of Nova Mala, aged 63.—“ The 
comitadjis threatened me if I did not give them 
£1.3, and they took the same sum from each of 
the villagers.” 

Suleyman Ali, kmet of Visoka Mala, aged 50.— 
“I was summoned to Nova Mala and told that 
all the inhabitants of Nova Mala were to give 
£1.3. At Visoka Mala the contribution was Lint 
per inhabitant. I went at once to colleé the money 
which I brought to Nova Mala. I gave the money 
to the voyvode Djordje Vandev. I then asked 
him why we had to give this money, and he replied 
that it was destined for delegates who would 
demand autonomy for Macedonia. All this was 
done under threat to burn the village. The 
comitadjis also came back to colleé& the money 
that they were not able to take away the first 
time.” 
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Nikola (Kole) Stoikovich, of Kukush, living at 
Nova Mala, aged 60.—*‘ The comitadjis demanded 
£T.3 in gold from each inhabitant. However, I 
had only one, which they took all the same.” 

Risto Djolev (or Djoletov), of Monaspitovo, aged 
52, former comitadji, captured.‘ The voyvodes 
demanded money from the villagers, which money 
they pocketed. Often the comitadjis fought 
among themselves over the division of the money 
taken from the peasants. A band of 20 comitadjis 
captured seven shepherds on Mount Mukus, on 
the 21st August, 1922, and demanded £T.3,000 
in gold for their ransom.” 

Abthanas Djordjevich, kimet of Shayntash, aged 41. 
— They (the comitadjis) did not come into the 
village, but they ordered the village constable to 
tell the kmet to have ready within half an hour 
50 okas of bread, three okas of rakia, one oka of 
tobacco, 20 packets of cigarette papers, and 
£T1.200 in gold. If the villagers did not give what 
was asked of them, the village would be burnt. 
I assembled the villagers and told them that we 
could give them bread, rakia and tobacco, but that 
we would not give them money. They would 
probably then want to burn the village, and it 
would be better to fight them.”—-(The peasants 
attacked the comitadjis, killed one and wounded 
another ; the comitadjis fled.) 

Djemal Zurap, kmet of the village of Zupruge, 
aged 70.—‘ The comitadji then demanded 2,000 
dinars from me, which I refused to give them, 
telling them that I had sold my grapes, I had not 
yet been paid. ‘They then began to beat me, and 
I was dragged through the village between two 
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comitadjis to colleét the money. They found 
1,000 dinars there, 1,000 more dinars were to be 
ready the next time they came.” 

Kosta Gavrilovich, of Radovishte, guard of the 
telephone lines.—“ About 15 comitadjis overtook 
me on the old road from Radovishte to Shtip. 
They beat me and took from me by force 60 
dinars, 200 levas, and two French francs. Lazar 
Chaulev and ten comitadjis demanded, by letter, 
£,T.too in gold each from rich people in Rado- 
vishte for the organisations in Macedonia.” 

Andrea Sasdevich, of Ranchitse, aged 48.— 
“ Brlo ordered A. Manevich to find Yovanche 
Yevremovich, the kmet of the village of Patetina, 
and to bring him to his house. Manevich carried 
out the order and Brlo took 3,000 dinars from the 
kmet.” 

Lho Zdravkovich, mayor of Sushitse, aged 52.— 
“The former mayor, Yankovich, before he was 
killed by the comitadjis, told the parish council 
that he had been summoned several times by the 
comitadjis, but that he had not gone, because the 
villagers of Divlie ought to have paid 3,000 
dinars. The comitadjis ordered him to make a list 
of all the villages, indicating how much could be 
got from each. ‘The village of Djidimirtsi paid 
5,000 dinars.” 


LVI 


THE COMITADJIS OBTAIN WHAT THEY WANT BY 
THREATS AND ILL-USAGE 


Dyordje Dimitrov, of Zletovo, aged 39, a comit- 
adji prisoner.— The voyvode Lazar threatened 
me with death if I did not join the cheta.” 
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Radomir Laban, clerk to the parish of Zernovtse, 
aged 26.—‘ The wounded comitadji, who later 
died, was Hassan Shachir, of Obleshovo. An 
otder from Chavdarov was found on _ him, 
to kill Gane Stefanovich, café-proprietor at 
Kochane.” 

Lhivoin Nikolich, aged 32, mayor of Zernovtse. 
—“While they were staying in the village, the 
comitadjis beat the inhabitants. Even the former 
schoolmaster of the Bulgarian school, Tassa 
Nasich, was, beaten in this way.” 

Petar Simich, of Orizar, aged 35.—‘‘ The comit- 
adjis threatened to kill all those among the popu- 
lation who did not carry out what they wished.” 

Yovan Baltovich, of Rusinovo, aged 38.—-‘‘ The 
voyvode gave me a letter to take to Klepalo 
(Bulgarian territory). This letter was addressed 
to the voyvode Kucha. At the same time he 
threatened to blow my brains out if I did not carry 
out his order.” 

Ghigor Stambolievich, of Negrovo, aged 36.— 
“The comitadjis told us that anybody who 
informed against them to the Serbian authorities 
would be killed. I was beaten at the beginning of 
August, 1921, by five comitadjis whom I did not 
know. When I was in the fields I was beaten so 
that I was three months in bed. They said that 
I was a spy.” 

Vassil Slatkovich, of Negrovo, aged 42.—“‘ The 
voyvode threatened to kill us, to burn our houses, 
and to kill our family if anybody said anything to | 
the Serbian authorities. I know that Stambolievich 
was beaten last year. I carried him in my cart 
when he was wounded.” 

5 
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Suleyman Ali, kmet of Visoka Mala, aged 50.— 
“Everything that the voyvode said was accom- 
panied with a threat to burn the village.” 

Novak Markovich, schoolmaster of Slestii—*‘ The 
voyvode Andjel Pop-Vassiliev threatened people, 
saying, “ You know what happened in 1915 and 
1916 to people who stood by the Serbs, it will be 
the same with you this time.’ ” 

Djemal Zurap, kmet of the village of Zupruge, 
aged 7o.—‘ Then they (the comitadjis) began to 
beat me. They beat me on the back with a club.” 
(Zurap was examined on the znd Oétober, 1922, 
by the author. This was the condition established 
by the examination: ecchymoses all over the 
upper part of his back and on his left shoulder. A 
weal in the middle of his back. When his back 
was touched, Zurap complained strongly of great 
pain. Zurap was still plainly ill, although he had 
been beaten on the 26th of September.) 

Ibrahim Mustafa, of Alikoch, aged 60.—‘ The 
comitadjis said they had come to ask the peasants 
why they told the authorities when they came the 
first time. If the inhabitants denounced them again 
the village would be burned.” 

Hussein Ibrahim, kmet of the village of Alikoch, 
aged 27.—‘ The comitadjis declared to us that if 
we told the authorities again they would drive us 
into the middle of the village and burn it.” 

Suleyman Akitov, of Serbyan, aged 25, Bulgarian 
comitadjiim‘ Alexandrov told us to kill all the 
Macedonians who worked with the Serbs—above 
all, parish officials. ‘They would give us at the 
desired moment the order to attack the soldiers 
and gendarmes.” 
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Petar Stoikovich, of Liubantse, aged 38.—‘ The 
voyvode Velichko told the peasants that they must 
feed the comitadjis and never denounce them to 
the authorities. To the kmet he said, ‘ You know 
that I kill all kmets who inform the Serbian 
authorities. I will kill you like the others.” 

Dyordje Yovanovich, aged 75, and Yachim Andyje- 
vich, aged 7o, of Arachinevo.— The comitadjis 
came into Djordje’s house, took him and brought 
him to Yachim’s house. In this latter house they 
demanded to know from the two witnesses why 
the village. did not receive them and why the 
peasants would not give them bread, but de- 
nounced them to the authorities. Then they made 
the two old men lie on their stomachs, turned up 
their shirts, and beat them with a great club, ‘as 
thick as your arm.’ The blows fell on the back and 
below the loins. The two witnesses lost con- 
sciousness and Andjevich could not put any weight 
on his left leg for three months.” (At the examina- 
tion recent fractures of several ribs were revealed.) 


LVII 
THE Comrrapjis MurpDER AND BuRN 


FOLLOWING my method of allowing the Mace- 
donian witnesses themselves to speak, I will quote 
here first a certain number of their depositions, 
reserving for the following paragraphs some 
specially typical cases. 

Mahmud Halil, of Obleshevo, aged 45.—“‘’Three 
months ago (in the summer of 1922), at the 
time of Ramadan, Shaban and Vesselin’s band of 
comitadjis came at nightfall to the village. The 
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comitadjis summoned the pandur (village police- 
man), Demir Ahmed, and the clerk of the parish, 
Pavlovich, and killed the pandur in front of the 
parish hall with 48 bayonet thrusts. Pavlovich was 
taken and killed on the road to Shtip at the end of 
the village. His body was also pierced with 
innumerable bayonet thrusts. Pavlovich was killed 
because he was a Serb, the pandur because he was 
a Serbophil.” 

Hanum, wife of Bedjir Ahmed, kmet of Oble- 
shevo, aged 35.—‘ My husband left for Shtip on 
the 6th September, 1922, on horseback, with 
6,000 dinars and several Turkish pounds in gold. 
He ought to have come back on the 8th, but only 
his horse, covered in mud with its reins in tatters, 
ever returned. My husband was killed and robbed 
by Ivan Brlo’s comitadjis.” 

Zhivoin Nikolich, aged 32, mayor of Zernoytse. 
—“A month later three comitadjis came and 
waited for the mayor of the village, Mita Manchich. 
He had gone to Kochane. The comitadjis met him 
near the ford of the Zernovska River, and killed 
him by shooting him in two places and smashing 
his skull with blows from their rifle-butts.” 

Ghigor Stambolievich, of Negrovo, aged 36.— 
“A gendarme had killed a comitadji. Fifteen days 
later the gendarme’s mother-in-law, Zhika Tassich, 
and his betrothed Reyna were killed by comit- 
adjis.”’ 

Mibtaee widow Dyordjevich, of Nova Mala, 
aged 28.—“ My husband Tusha and I are refugees 
from Kukush. In July, 1922, in the evening, one 
hour after sunset, four comitadjis came to the 
house just at the moment of my husband’s return. 
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As he was kmet, they demanded to see him, 
However, as I saw at once that they were Bul- 
garian comitadjis, I advised my husband to hide 
in the loft. I told the men that he was not there, 
but they began to look for him everywhere. When 
Tusha saw this he came down from the loft and 
the comitadjis captured him. They said to me 
and to my mother that they had something to 
settle with him, but that they would not kill him. 
But at the end of the village they butchered him 
with bayonet thrusts. The victim was 29, and the 
comitadjis killed him because he was faithful to 
the Serbian authorities.” 

Vandjia Karovich, of Koshevo, aged 18.— The 
comitadjis came to the village five weeks ago 
(August, 1922) and looked for my father, Yordan, 
who was kmet of the village. As my father knew 
what they wanted (the comitadjis accused the 
villagers of denouncing Zografov to the Serbian 
authorities) he fled. Then the band burnt ten 
houses, among them ours, and killed Sotir 
Djordjevich, Danilo Djordjevich (two brothers), 
and Milan Ognianovich. ‘The peasants were able 
to save nothing.” 

Ognian Trenchevich, of Koshevo, aged 50.—‘ To 
avenge the death of Zografoy, in the second half 
of August, nine comitadjis came to the village and 
began to fire at the kmet, Karovich, and at me. 
We escaped. They bound my son Milan (Ogniano- 
vich) and the brothers Sotir and Danilo Djordje- 
vich and shot them dead. After that, they burned 
the houses of Djordje Konstantinovich, Sanda 
Stravevich, Varadin Lazarevich, Lazar ‘Toshevich, 
Yordan Karovich, Djordje Temelkovich, Mite 
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Yanevich, Mane Dimitrievich, and myself. The 
comitadjis told the women that they had burned 
ten houses and killed three men to avenge the 
death of Zografov, killed in a battle with the 
gendarmes on the 7th May, 1922.” 

Spira Mitkovich, clerk of the parish of Malino, 
aged 25.— On the 24th June, 1922, I was at the 
mayor’s house with the mayor, the kmet, one 
clerk, and the rural constable, who had brought a 
bottle of brandy and probably informed the 
comitadjis of our presence. After the rural 
constable had come into the room seven or eight 
comitadjis rushed in at once, bound the mayor, 
Trayko Sarevich; the kmet, Omko Chelevich, 
was killed with 25 stabs of a knife. The comitadjis 
cut off his right ear and tore off the middle finger 
of his right hand, which had a ring on it. Then 
they forcibly seized his keys from the clerk, 
Roman Mashich, aged 28, and wounded him with 
a knife. In the cupboard they took the 15,000 
dinars belonging to the parish, nine guns, and the 
official stamps of the parish. After that they told 
me to stay in the mayor’s office until the next 
morning. Trayko Sarevich and Roman Mashich 
were taken away by men and we have not heard of 
them since. The comitadjis belonged to Velichko’s 
_ band. The kmet had certainly been sentenced to 
death by Todor Alexandroy. The proof is hat 
they took one of his ears to show to Alexandrov 
as a proof of his death.” 

Dyjoka, widow of Manassie Yankovich, of Sus- 
hitse-—‘ One day in March of this year (1922) 
my husband went out to work in the fields. 
Towards midday my child, who is only six, came 
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~ home with the plough and said that Manassie 
had been killed by soldiers. My husband’s body 
had 29 bayonet thrusts in it.” 

Nusha, widow of Manche Todevich, of Vintse, 
aged 35.—“My husband was a_ privremeni 
(temporary) gendarme for two months before his 
death, but even earlier, after the second visit of 
the comitadjis to the village, in February, 1922, he 
did his best to organise the villages in view of their 
defence against the comitadjis. He received arms 
from the authorities to distribute to the peasants. 
From that:moment the comitadjis came no more 
to the village. On the 8th August, 1922, he went 
to a feast at Malino with three companions. On 
their way home they were attacked by comit- 
adjis in ambush at the place called Duboko. 
My husband and Ivan Plasiblat were killed. 
Their two companions killed a comitadji and 
fled.” 

Roska, widow of Mane Philipovich, of Pchinya, 
aged 44.—‘‘ On the 2nd June I had sat down to 
dinner with my husband. Suddenly two comit- 
adjis came in, while others waited at the door. 
* Get up and follow us,’ said they to my husband. 
Mane went with them, and at a hundred yards 
from the house they killed him with knives. His 
body was wounded in 44 places.” 

Blaxha Yanyevich, aged 48, of Liubantse.—“ On 
the zoth September, 1922, I was with several 
peasants at the village café, about 7 o’clock in the 
evening. Suddenly in came three comitadjis, 
coveted everybody present, and cried “ Hands 
up.” ‘Then they asked us: ‘Which of you is 
Rista Nikolich Andasar ?’ repeating the question 
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three times. Rista got up and said, ‘I am.’ 
Immediately the comitadjis took him and bound 
him. Nikola Forkapich, of Trebinye, the village 
schoolmaster, being also present, the comitadjis 
asked which was he. He gave his name and was 
at once bound. I began to revile them, and was 
beaten with their rifle butts.” (The author of this 
book has seen the marks produced by this treat- 
ment on Blazha’s body.) “ A gipsy who was in 
the café had dirty hands. The comitadjis beat 
him too with the butts of their rifles. Rista and 
the schoolmaster were led away, and Rista’s body 
was found three days later on the mountains at 
the place called Kalesh Mara. It was covered 
with 45 knife wounds and all his clothes were torn. 
A trope was coiled round his neck. Nothing has 
been heard of the schoolmaster, but it is certain 
that he has been also killed. The comitadjis 
belonged to Velichko’s band. When the comit- 
adjis came the first time, at Easter, they entered 
the house of Rista Nikolich and forced him to show 
them the mayor’s house. Rista informed the 
authorities and it was for that he was killed.” 

Stoyna Petra Krstich, of Ayvatovats, aged 55.— 
“ Four days after Easter, past midnight, the comit- 
adjis came to our house. I was sleeping in the 
“ambar,’ and my husband, Petar, who was kmet 
of the village, was lying under a lean-to shed 
beside the main house. There were three or four 
comitadjis, and they said that they were a patrol 
of gendarmes. These men took my husband away 
in his shirt and underclothes. He never came back. 
He was found murdered. The comitadjis belonged 
to Velichko’s band.” 
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LVI 
KADRIFAKOVO 


Own the 16th January, 1923, at nightfall, towards 
5-30 p.m., some 30 comitadjis came down the 
mountain side from the village of Bogoslovtse 
to the village of Kadrifakovo, which is entirely 
populated by settlers from Bosnia and the Lika. 
The band, dividing into three or four groups, 
sacked the houses of Stoyan Oluyich, Mile 
Oluyich, Sima Oluyich, Pane Oluyich, Nikola 
Oluyich, and Vida Desnich. The comitadjis 
broke into the houses and killed 17 persons 
with knives and bayonets, and wounded six 
seriously. This massacre was carried out very 
quickly. While the comitadjis were in the house 
of Pane Oluyich, he succeeded in escaping, 
together with Vassilia, widow of the late Nikola 
Gugnota. Both followed a by-toad while the 
bandits fired upon them. Milan Radich, president 
of the agricultural union of the distri@, who was 
at work in the fields, hearing the cries for help 
and the firing, ran to his house to get his gun, 
On the way he met Vid Bobich. Both armed 
themselves, and just as they left their houses their 
aggressots arrived in their street. Then they 
began to burn the hayricks, the houses and the 
Stable by throwing bombs. Three or four of them 
attacked the houses of Radich and Bobich, but 
the latter fired on them, and the comitadjis, 
seeing that the whole village was beginning to 
put up a defence, retreated into the hills in the 
direction of the village of Krividol. The band 
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burnt four houses, two Stables, and almost 
all the fodder. They took away three cows 
and a hotse. The damage caused by the fire 
is valued at 188,585 dinars. The following were 


killed :-— 


In the house of Stoyan Oluyich :— 


I. 
2. 


3. 


Stoyan Oluyich aged between 60 and 70 
Lazar, son of Stoyan ; . aged 24 
Marta, wife of Stoyan. . aged 60 


In the house of Mile Oluyich :— 


4. 
. Marta, wife of Mile, aged between 55 and 60 


cont au 


Mile Oluyich . aged between 60 and 70 


. Rada, son of Mile . : . aged 28 
. Lazar, son of Mile . ; . aged 20 
. Djura, son of Mile . : . aged 14 


In the house of Sima Oluyich :— 


9. 
IO. 
Il. 
I2. 


r4t 


Sima Oluyich . aged between 45 and 50 
Vida, wife of Sima, aged between 45 and 50 


Yovan, son of Sima : . aged 28 
Nikola, son of Sima ‘ . aged 14 
Zotka, wife of Yovan . . apedess 


In the house of Pane Oluyich :— 


14. 
ia 


Liubitsa, wife of Pane Oluyich aged 25 
Bogdan, son of Pane ‘ . aged 1 


In the house of Nikola Oluyich :— 


16. 


Nikola Oluyich .. : . aged 40 


17. Stana, wite of Nikola. . aged 35 
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The following were wounded :— 
1. Vassilia, widow of the late 


Nikola Gugnota . ; . aged 38 
2. Sretko, son of Vassilia . . aged 14 
3. Voyin, son of Mile Oluyich . aged 14 
4. Tsveta, daughter of Sima Oluyich aged 18 
5. Smilya, wife of Avram Oluyich aged 35 
6. Ruzhitsa, widow of Sima Desnich aged 50 
LIX 
HANGING OF MEN AND WOMEN BY THE 
CoMITADJIS 


Durinc the night of the rath and 13th September, 
1923, the comitadjis hanged on a willow tree, ten 
yatds from the road leading from Berovo to 
Pelichevo, and Tsarevo Selo, the wife of Alexa 
Kolevich, mother of several children. This 
murder was committed in tevenge, because Alexa 
refused to take comitadjis into his house. 

On the 8th September, 1923, a band of comit- 
adjis attacked the village of Radja (distri@ of 
Gevgelia). They took the mayor of the village, 
Petar Filipovich, and a peasant, Toma Stoyanovich, 
to a place one kilometre from the village. The 
mayor was first hanged on a tree and then 
bayoneted ; Toma was slaughtered with more 
than twenty bayonet thrusts. 

On the 12th June, 1923, Halil Muharem, of the 
village of Svadoritse, part of the commune of 
Strumitsa, was found hanged. A portrait of the 
voyvode of the Bulgarian comitadjis was pinned 
to him with the words: “So perish all traitors 
to the Bulgarian organisation in Macedonia.” 
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LX 
Comitrapyis Fight REGULAR PircHED BATTLES 
; AND BuRN Houses 


On the 2nd December, 1923, at about 3 p.m., a 
patrol of gendarmes came into collision with a 
band of comitadjis near the village of Spaichevo, 
district of Kochani. In the fight that ensued, the 
gendarme Milenko Nikolich and the soldier 
Yanko Yevremovich were killed. A gendarme was 
wounded. During the night, the houses of the 
priest, Yordan Miladinovich, Milan Lazarevich, 
Yotsa Andonovich and Alexa Maximovich, all of 
Spaichevo, were burned. 

On the 26th May, 1922, in a fight with the 
comitadjis at the place called Marasikovo, between 
the villages of Krnavo and Sudich, the following 
were killed: major of gendarmerie Eugene 
Moderchin and five gendarmes (Vladislav Simich, 
Mesa Despotovich, Dimitrie Anufrievich-Pav- 
lovski, A. Stoykovich, and Sotir Djordjevich). 
The band of comitadjis was commanded by the 
voyvode Ivan Brlo. 

On the 2oth June, 1923, 115 comitadjis attacked 
a Strong platoon of 62 gendarmes. The fight lasted 
the whole afternoon; in the course of it 10 
gendarmes were killed and 15 wounded. Twenty 
comitadjis were killed and 21 taken prisoner. 


LXI 
THe Comirapjis AtTrack TRAVELLERS 


ON the 3rd June, 1922, at 2 p.m., Milan Petrovich, 
of Topolovik, and Denko Yovanovich, of Vakuf, 
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two villages belonging to the district of Kratovo, 
were coming home from the fair at Kratovo. On 
the way, between the village of Tubarevo and 
Topolovik, at the place called ‘Tularevsko- 
Topolovski Preslap, a band of comitadjis, who 
were in ambush near by, fired on them. Milan 
fell dead on the spot, and Denko, who was 
wounded, ran on for fifty yards before he fell dead. 
The bodies were robbed. 


LXII 


Comirapjis Atrack VILLAGES. THE INHABI- 
TANTS Figur THEM 


On the 17th November, 1923, at 7 p.m., the 
comitadjis attacked the village of Sobra, district 
of Doyran. In the course of a fierce fight between 
the comitadjis and two gendarmes, aided by some 
of the inhabitants of the village, two comitadjis 
were killed and two wounded. The peasant Mita 
Nikolich was killed, and the corporal of the 
gendarmerie, Vitomir Voynikovich, was wounded 
in the chest. The comitadjis had repeating rifles, 
which they used in the fight. The band consisted 
of 40 men, and was commanded by Petre 
Ovcharov, a Bulgarian, native of the Plovdiv 
district. 

On the 19th September, 1922, between 5 and 
6 p.m., a band of 15 to 20 comitadjis arrived near 
the village of Shayntash, distri¢t of Radovishte. 
They met the rural constable and ordered him to 
tell the kmet to have ready within half an hour : 
so okas of bread, three okas of brandy, one oka of 
tobacco, and 20 packets of cigarette papers, and 
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to bring £T.200 in gold within three hours. In 
case of non-compliance with the order the village 
would be burnt. The kmet, Athanas Djordjevich, 
then assembled the villagers and told them that 
they could give bread, brandy, and tobacco, but 
that they would not give money to the comitadjis. 
As the latter would probably come to burn the 
village it would be best to fight them. The kmet 
added that they had two guns at their disposal, 
and that they must send their women and children 
into the woods. All the men went out to meet 
the comitadjis with their two guns and with clubs. 
When they came near to the enemy they hid in a 
ditch and began to shout and fire off their guns. 
The comitadjis at first joined the battle, but sup- 
posing that there were gendarmes with the 
peasants, they threw a bomb which hurt nobody 
and fled. One comitadji was wounded. 


LXIII 


Comirapjis StaB AND STRANGLE PEACEFUL 
‘TRAVELLERS 


On the 24th Oétober, 1923, the man named 
Yanush Yovanovich, of the village of Tribichane, 
commune of Velyush, distri of Strumitsa, was 
found stabbed to death beside his plough, the oxen 
of which had disappeared. A label was pinned to 
his body with the inscription, “So perish any man 
who aims his gun at us!” The deceased was a 
peaceable man and a worker and bread-winner. 
On the 17th November, 1923, Todossie 
Spassoyevich, of Razlovtse, was killed by the 
Bulgarian comitadjis. He had gone up the 
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mountain above his mill to cut some wood. ‘The 
comitadjis caught him just as he was going to 
load the wood on to his horse. They tied a rope 
round his neck, trussed him, and tied his arms 
behind his back and pulled his head back with the 
rope. Then they beat him till he fainted. When he 
fell to the ground they pierced him in 13 places 
on the chest and abdomen with knives and 
bayonets, and flung the corpse into a gully and 
covered it with branches. The place where this 
barbarous scene was enacted is called Krivi Soy, 
and is seven or eight kilometres from Razlovtse. 


LXIV 
THe Fire oF KosHEevo 


My witnesses have already spoken of this crime, 
but as it is very typical of the methods of the 
comitadjis it is worth while to give still more 
ample details. 

The village of Koshevo is 18 or 20 kilometres 
from Shtip, 5 kilometres from Nikoman, and 4 
to 5 kilometres from the village of Pochivala, on 
which it depends. It is ina ravine. It consists of 
18 houses and one empty house. These houses 
ate built of stone, but for the most part covered 
with thatch. ‘The barns are not detached, but built 
against the sides of the houses, and the villagers 
keep in them their corn and their supplies. This 
village had informed the authorities against the 
band of Krum Zografov, and near to the village 
Krum himself had been killed and two of his 
comitadjis wounded, so that the band had to 
fly and return to Bulgaria. After this event the 
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distri authorities gave the village seven guns 
and some ammunition. From that time the 
comitadjis had not dared to return. 

However, on the 23rd August, 1922, at about 
6 p.m., nine comitadjis appeared above the village 
coming by the road from Kuchishte. They met 
in the fields the son of Ognian Trenchevich, 
Yordan, aged ten or twelve, and took him to 
show them the house of the kmet and of Ognian. 
The child took them to the house of the kmet, 
Yordan Karovich. When the latter saw the 
comitadjis he fled, and they fired on him without 
killing him. Then they burned his house and 
went on to Ognian’s. There they found only 
Ognian’s wife and his son Milan, aged 19. They 
took the son, bound him, and set fire to the house. 
After that they took Danilo and Sotir, sons of 
Djordje Temelkovich, tied them together with 
Milan, took them to a spot 150 yards from the 
village and killed them, saying: “‘ Because your 
fathers, who are guilty of the death of our chief, 
have fled, we are going to kill you.” The women 
who had followed them heard these words. Sotir 
managed to escape and hid near a brook, but the 
comitadjis found him and killed him. They cut 
out two of his teeth with a knife and came back to 
the village, where they burned eight more houses, 
including that of Manoilo Dimitrievich, who had 
been living for three or four years in Shtip. 

Everything that the inhabitants of the houses 
that were fired possessed was completely burnt. 
A gteat quantity of provisions, 60 to 70 thousand 
okas of cereals, cheese, wool, furniture, clothes, 
coverings, etc. Nothing could be saved because 
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there was a Strong south wind, and the men were 
in the fields. The comitadjis retired very quickly 
because they were afraid that the kmet, who had 
escaped, might bring the gendarmes. The houses 
fired belonged to persons who had received rifles 
from the authorities. Only nine houses are left at 
Koshevo. The comitadjis wore military uniform, 
with Bulgarian equipment and caps, except that 
one of them wore an Albanian cap. The material 
damages amounted to 246,380 dinars. 


LXV 
How THE Comirapjis ExpLaAIN THEIR MURDERS 


AND ROBBERIES TO THE PEOPLE OF MACE- 
DONIA 


How do the comitadjis of Alexandrov, Proto- 
gheroy and Chaulev explain their terroristic 
actions to the Macedonian peasants, when all 
that they do is to prevent these poor people from 
enjoying the peace? My witnesses will again 
provide us with information on this point. 

Boris Manev, of Vintze, aged 23.—“‘ They (the 
comitadjis) said that they wanted to make Mace- 
donia free and autonomous.” 

Tassa Stanchevich, of Vintse, aged 25.—“‘ The 
comitadjis said that they had come to organise 
the villages with a view to the autonomy of 
Macedonia.” 

Pavle Kussevich, of Vintse, aged 25.—“‘ The 
comitadjis declared that Macedonia would soon 
be free, and that they must help Bulgaria because 
she would help the peasants and the comitadjis to 
make Macedonia autonomous.” 
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Athanas Markovich, of Vintse, aged 30.— The 
comitadjis demanded food, and they said that if 
the peasants would not enter their organisation 
they would be killed, because Macedonia must be 
autonomous.” 

Alexander Todorovich, aged 48, kmet of Stratsin. 
— “The comitadjis declared that the object of 
their organisation was to prepare Macedonia for 
Bulgaria.” 

Sava Peshich, of Kratovo, aged 27.—* When the 
comitadjis took the money they said that it was 
destined for the organisation of Macedonian 
autonomy. During the Bulgarian occupation, 
when all the comitadjis were in the country, 
nobody mentioned this autonomy. Everybody, 
with Protogheroy and Alexandrov at their head, 
declared that Macedonia was Bulgarian.” 

Divanis Djordjevich, aged 40, a grocer of Orizar, 
—** The comitadjis said that they had come to set 
Macedonia free. We were to do everything that 
they ordered and say nothing to the Serbian 
authorities.” 

Lhivoin Nikolich, mayor of Zernovtse, aged 32. 
— The comitadjis spoke of the autonomy of 
Macedonia. ‘They said that Serbia would soon no 
longer exist, and that the Bulgarians would come 
into Macedonia. They would give autonomy to 
the country. ‘They also said that they had received 
‘orders from the Bulgarian Government to come 
here, and that the peasants need fear nobody, and 
the Bulgarians would soon arrive. The comitadjis 
made us promise to refuse military service with 
the Serbs, and to desert. If anything happened 
we were not to go and find the Serbian authorities, 
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but to inform the comitadjis at once. Finally, 
they assured us again that it was really Bulgaria 
that helped them.” 

Toma Konstantinovich, of Vintse, aged 49.— 
“The comitadjis declared that they had come for 
organisation and for propaganda. Macedonia was 
to be first autonomous and then pass to the 
Bulgarians. They assured us that they were 
supported by the Bulgarian Government, and that 
the latter had sent them to organise the villages.” 

Lhivoin Vuchkovich, clerk of the parish of 
Vintse, aged 22,—‘‘ Spira Dimov, a theological 
Student from Sofia, who arrived here during May, 
told me that the Bulgars wanted to take Macedonia 
and liberate it from the Serbian yoke. All the 
Macedonians in Bulgaria were for the Bulgars. 
That is why they sent their comitadjis.” 

Hassan Selman, aged 45, kmet of the village of 
Yachimovo.—<‘ The comitadjis told the peasants, 
assembled in church, that they must help them, 
and that they were sent by the Bulgarian Govern- 
ment to make Macedonia free, so that it should be 
transformed into a Bulgarian province.” 

Mustapha Hassan, aged 48, kmet of the village 
of Istibanya.—“‘ The comitadjis declared that their 
organisation would serve to separate Macedonia 
from Serbia. First it would be autonomous, and 
then Bulgarian. They also stated that the Bulgarian 
Government was with them, and that they sent 
them to Macedonia ‘ to work there.’ ” 

Yovan P. Stoilwich, of Rusinovo, aged 38.— 
“The voyvode Panturov assembled the peasants 
on the mountain and declared to them that he 
had come to organise the fight for the autonomy 
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of Macedonia, and that they were going to send 
delegates to the League of Nations and demand 
this autonomy.” 

Gligor Stambohevich, of Negrovo, aged 36.— 
“The comitadjis assembled the peasants in a 
ravine called Shaytanovo Trlo, and the voyvode 
then explained to us that we must organise to 
liberate Macedonia, and that the Croats, Albanians, 
Magyars, and Montenegrins, who also wanted 
liberty, would help them. All these people would 
be ready to make a revolution.” 

Vassil Slatkovich, of Negrovo, aged 42.—“ The 
voyvode Stefan Karagiev spoke to us about the 
autonomy of Macedonia and assured us that the 
Croats, Albanians, Magyars, and Montenegrins 
were with them. He also said that the Bulgars 
were helping them, and that Bulgaria would 
provide the people with arms for the revolution.” 

Kole Stoykovich, of Kukush, living at Nova Mala, 
aged 60.—‘ The comitadjis spoke of autonomy 
which would be furthered with the money taken 
from the peasants.” 

Risfa Djolev, of Monaspitovo, aged 52.—‘‘ The 
comitadjis say that they are working for the 
autonomy of Macedonia, but while the Bulgars 
were here nobody spoke of this autonomy. They 
also say that the Bulgarian Government is helping 
them and sending them to make a revolution.” 

Novak Markovich, of Slestii‘ The voyvode 
Andjel Pop-Vassilyev told the peasants that the 
revolution would come after the harvest. The 
Bulgarian Government would help the comitadjis. 
Vassilyev also declared that they were going to 
vote for the autonomy of Macedonia, and that the 
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people of Europe would send a commission to 
make a plebiscite. All the Macedonians were 
obliged to give their votes for Macedonian 
autonomy. All the same, during the Bulgarian 
occupation, all these people who to-day preach 
autonomy never spoke of it. Vassilyev was happy 
to know that Macedonia was Bulgarian.” 

Yachim Blaxhevich Shkurtovich, of Volino, aged 
52.—“ Vassilyev’s comitadjis told me that I must 
not be afraid, for the Turks and Hungarians would 
work with them to make a revolution in Mace- 
donia. I understood these people to speak in the 
name of Bulgaria.” 


LXVI 


Co-OPERATION OF BULGARIAN AUTHORITIES WITH 
THE COMITADJIS 


As is shown by the evidence above, to which | 
could add indefinitely, the organisation of the 
comitadjis coming from Bulgaria has for its 
avowed object the preparation of Macedonian 
autonomy. But the remarks of some of these 
Macedonians, that during the Bulgarian occupa- 
tion from 1915 to 1918 none of these comitadjis 
ot voyvodes spoke of it, shows this manceuvre 
in its true colours. In fact, all these Alexandrovs, 
Chaulevs, Vassilyevs and company were at that 
time in Macedonia. That was the moment to 
make Macedonia free and autonomous. Did they 
do so? No; their object at that moment was 
provisionally attained, Macedonia was part of 
Greater Bulgaria. Moreover, some of their 
leaders cannot hide their real aspirations. As 
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Witnesses have assured us, they declare that the 
autonomy of the country will only be a transition 
stage. It will give place to incorporation in 
Bulgaria. The fact is that members of the Mace- 
donian committees in Bulgaria, and their accom- 
plices of old Bulgaria, change the methods of 
their propaganda according to circumstances. 
When Bulgaria is very strong they think that they 
are superior to their neighbours. ‘They preach 
Bulgarian Macedonia. When they do not know 
who is the stronger they speak of autonomous 
Macedonia. Finally, when they know definitely 
that they are inferior, they recommend a Greater 
Yugoslavia with Bulgaria, hoping to become very 
soon the leader of this group of European 
countries. As has been said, this Greater Yugo- 
slavia, with the Bulgarians, was utilised by them 
as a means of propaganda in Macedonia in 1920 and 
at the beginning of 1921. As Bulgaria succeeded 
in regaining the good graces of her powerful 
ex-enemies, Greater Yugoslavia disappeared and- 
gave place to autonomous Macedonia. 

The Bulgarian authorities were and are per- 
fectly aware of this. Better still, the Executive 
Committee and others have done nothing except 
to realise the schemes of these authorities. We 
have already pointed out the strange condué of 
the authorities, who allow men to go free who are 
avowed comitadji leaders, who figure in the list 
of war-criminals, and whom they have solemnly 
undertaken to extradite for punishment. Better 
still, these authorities are at present in command 
of them. The depositions of witnesses which 
have been produced also show the reader that the 
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official police and the Bulgarian frontier troops 
~ ate accomplices of the comitadjis. This com- 
plicity has been implicitly recognised by the 
official Bulgarian delegates at the Conference 
of Nish, by their signature of the decisions 
taken. 


LXVII 


THE Lerrers oF BoGDAN, ALEXANDROV’S 
ASSISTANT 


Tue complicity of the Bulgarian authorities is 
fully revealed by the letters of Todor Alexandrov’s 
assistant, Bogdan, addressed to the voyvode 
Chavdarov, letters which were found on comitadji 
courtiers by the Serbian authorities. In a letter 
of the 28th December, 1922, the following passages 
are found :— 

© Number Two.—From Djumaya they write : 
Everybody is enthusiastic over our exploits 
at Kustendil (the comitadjis took over the 
direction of this Bulgarian town by force). Much 
is said about the order, discipline and moral of 
the autonomist sympathisers. They write in 
the same spirit in Sofia and other towns of the 
Kingdom.” 

“© Number Three—The following Macedo- 
nians have been appointed: Srebren Pop- 
Petroy as prefect of the district of Petrich ; 
Madjaroy, prefect of Djumaya; Zachary Novev, 
sub-prefect at Petrich (two towns in which 
comitadjis are concentrated). They are, all 
three, our comrades (/.¢., are affiliated to the 
comitadjis).”” 
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In a second letter to Chavdarovy Bogdan 
writes :— 

“ Number One.—I have to-day received some 
new papers and letters from ‘up there’ 
(Sofia). The Government offers to appoint our 
men to the posts of prefe¢ts and sub-prefects 
in the departments and distri€ts near to the 
Macedonian frontier. Some of them have 
already been named, and offers have been made 
to appoint them: they write to ask us whether 
they may accept or not.” : 

“ Number Three.—Everybody in Bulgaria is 
enthusiastic over the excellent condition of the 
organisation since the expedition and the 
seizure of Kustendil. The Minister of War 
has said: ‘ Regular troops would not have had 
such discipline.’ This is an honour for the 
leaders of the organisation, for the voyvodes, 
and for all who have participated, and it raises 
the prestige of the organisation.’ ” 

The Government which appoints men affiliated 
to the comitadjis as prefects and sub-prefeéts in 
frontier towns, reputed to be haunts of bandits, 
is an accomplice of these men ! 


LXVIII 


A Noss, Ears, Rigur HANp, AND Lec Cur 
OFF 


THE correspondence of Bogdan with Chavdarov 
confirms for us another habit of the comitadjis, 
that of mutilating corpses. The letter of the 
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29th December, 1922, begins with the following 
passage :— 

“T have just received yout letter of yesterday, 
at about 8 o’clock I had finished my reply 
to your letter of the 26th instant, and now 
continue it. The inclemency of the winter 
and the bad weather are the allies of our enemy. 
To be able to prepare the assassination . . . 
(portion in cypher). . . 1n the fields or rather put 
it off till spring, which would be better. The 
moment that he had began his mischief and 
also makes trouble for us, we must suppress 
him whenever he can be found, if we cannot 
take him alive and cut off his nose, ears, right 
hand and right leg, and send him in this con- 
dition to the judge at Gornya Banya, near 
Kustendil, to avenge the murder of Simeon, 
voyvode of Kochane, who was murdered in 
the village of Shibintse, near Kustendil. Imagine 
this sight and the effect it will produce on any 
man who is told of it.” 


Pai 
OrDER FOR PAYMENT 


BoGDAN’s correspondence also contains the follow- 
ing order for payment :— 

“We address you as a friend and good 
patriot, and beg you to transmit the following 
otder to interested people: the persons named 
below must pay within twenty days and in two 
instalments : 

(1) Stamenko (although 

he is ill) - mit 1.10 in: czold, 
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iS ae : : 2 Pee in gold. 
$) eane =” : : 60 a 
4) Kocha . : . eh leeoraee 

ts 


“If by the end of this month the persons 
concerned have not remitted half of these 
sums, through the voyvode Panche Chavdarov, 
they are to be forced to pay, for this is provided 
by law. 

“This letter is to be read to the persons 
concerned and then sent on to Chavdaroy for 
execution. 

“T have received four okas of tobacco and 
I thank you for services you have rendered. 
Everything is going splendidly. 

“Raho and his comrades are to-day with me, 
and are soon going to see you. 

“With the best of good wishes. 

Member of the Central Committee 
of the Organisation, 
(Sed.) BoGDAN. 

May 2157, 1922. ; 


LXX 
THE FEELINGS OF THE POPULATION WITH REGARD 
TO THE COMITADJIS 


Now that we have shown what comitadjis and 
their work are like, it is interesting to consider 
further what is the opinion of the people most 
concerned, the inhabitants of Southern Serbia, 
the inhabitants of this Macedonia for whose 
liberty the pro-Macedonian leaders in Sofia declare 
to the world that they are working, while in reality 
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they are simply trying to get them under the heel 
of the Bulgarians as in the years 1915-1918. Once 
more it is the evidence of the districts terrorised 
by the bands which will best show the sentiments 
of the great majority of Macedonians. We will 
therefore give an exact reproduction of some of 
these depositions :— 

Pavle Milich, clerk to the parish of Pleshintse, 
aged 27.—“ The peasants are afraid of the comit- 
adjis, but they are not afraid either of the police 
or of the gendarmerie. That is why they help the 
comitadjis.”? 

Danilo Kostich, mayor of Pleshintse, aged 28.— 
“The population does not love the comitadjis 
because they have seen that there-is nothing to be 
hoped from that quarter. They are afraid of them, 
and only receive them because of fear.” 

Lhiche Djurovich, of Kalnishte, aged 68.—‘ The 
peasants are afraid of the comitadjis. They are 
afraid that they will kill the villagers and burn 
their houses.” 

Sava Peshich, of Kratovo, aged 27.—‘ The 
people has great fear of the comitadjis. But they 
ate also afraid to be with the Serbs, because the 
Bulgarians would come and kill them.” 

Divanis Djordjevich, of Orizar, grocer, aged 4o. 
—“In 1919 and 1920 we lived very well’ in 
Macedonia. There were only two gendarmes in 
our village. But since the comitadjis came we 
live badly, and are always in fear either of the 
comitadjis or the Serbian authorities. If we 
tell the authorities we risk being killed by the 
Bulgars ; if we don’t tell them we risk going to 
ptison.” 
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Toma Konstantinovich, of Vintse, aged 49.—‘* The 
population received the comitadjis through fear. 
Some, very few, sympathised with them, but the 
others, and the great majority, are afraid of them.” 

Mustafa Hassan, kmet of Istibania, aged 48.— 
“The population was forced to receive the comit- 
adjis because they threatened them.” 

Petar Simich, mayor of Orizar, aged 35.—“ Some 
few inhabitants of the village sympathise with the 
comitadjis ; the majority, however, only receive 
them through fear. The comitadjis threatened the 
population, and if anybody did not do as they 
wished they killed him.” 

Youvan P. Stoilovich, of Rusinovo, schoolmaster, 
aged 38.—< Since Turkish times the peasants have 
respected the gendarmes. They only enter the 
organisation under threats. It is, above all, 
military deserters who join the comitadjis, as well 
as men who have accounts to settle with justice 
for crimes at the Common Law.” 

Yovan Choklevich, of Rusinovo, aged 34.— 
“People are afraid of the comitadjis. They are 
also afraid of all armed men.” 

Nikola Katsarevich, of Viadimirovo, aged 24.— 
“The villagers receive the comitadjis through 
feat? 

Tushe Grlevich, of Nova Mala, parish councillor, 
aged 57.—‘‘ The comitadjis said that they have 
collected money from the peasants to organise the 
autonomy of Macedonia. I told them that auto- 
nomy was necessary under the Turks, but that it 
is no longer necessary now that we have an 
organised State.” 

Andon Delevich, of Nova Mala, aged 63.—“ The 
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villagers are afraid of the comitadjis, because 
they threaten them.” 

Suleyman Ali, kinet of Visoka Mala, aged 50.— 
* The population gave money for fear of threats.” 

Mehmed Ahmed, of the village of Damian, aged 
45.—“ The peasants received the comitadjis 
through fear.” 

Dyemal Zurap, kmet of the village of Zuptruge, 
aged 70.—“All the villagers are afraid of the comit- 
adjis. For myself, 1 am so much afraid of them 
that Lam going to leave the village with my family 
to live at Radovishte. Several others will do as I 
do.” 

Andrea Saxdevich, of Ranchitse, aged 48.—“ I 
do not love the comitadjis, and they forced me to 
be appointed Rukovoditel of their organisation. 
I did not tell the authorities for fear of being 
killed.” 

Gio Zdravkovich, mayor of Sushitse, aged 52.— 
“The population has great fear of the comit- 
adjis.”” 

Blaha Yanyevich, of Liubantse, aged 48.— The 
villagers all declare that they never want the comit- 
adjis to come to the village again.” 

Stoina Petra Kritich, of Ayvatovats, aged 55.— 
“We are all afraid of the comitadjis. We must 
defend ourselves against them.” 


DX 
CONCLUSIONS 


By the above we have shown :— 
(1) That armed bands of comitadjis are formed 
on Bulgarian territory. 
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(2) That these bands cross the Serbo-Croatian 
frontier and come secretly on to the territory of 
the Serb-Croat-Slovene Kingdom. 

(3) That on the Serb-Croat-Slovene territory 
the members of the bands kill the subjeéts of the 
Serb-Croat-Slovene Kingdom, pillage and rob the 
population and burn their houses. 

(4) That the voyvode leaders of these bands 
are for the most part war-criminals whom Bulgaria 
should have handed over to Serbia in virtue of 
Article 118 of the Treaty of Neuilly. 

(5) That Bulgaria has not carried out this 
stipulation of the Treaty, and that she has not 
herself brought the war-criminals to trial. 

(6) That, on the contrary, these voyvodes have 
great influence in Bulgaria. 

(7) That the comitadjis who are terrorising 
Southern Serbia are recruited among Macedonians 
who have immigrated into Bulgaria, and among 
native Bulgars. 

(8) That among the comitadjis originating from 
Serbian Macedonia, the majority are either 
criminals at the Common Law or deserters from 
the army. 

(9) That the recruiting of comitadjis is carried 
on in Bulgaria with the assistance of the official 
police, and that the Bulgarian civil and military 
authorities favour the passage of bands on to 
Serb-Croat-Slovene territory. 

(10) That the Bulgarian Government has form- 
ally admitted this assistance, as well as the for- 
mation of bands: on Bulgarian territory, by the 
signature of its delegates to the stipulations drawn 
up at the Nish Conference. 
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(11) That the armament and equipment of the 
comitadjis is Bulgarian, and comes from military 
stores. 

(12) That the comitadjis and their leaders 
(voyvodes) are nothing but professional brigands, 
who enrich themselves at the expense of the 
Macedonian population and to the prejudice of 
the Serb-Croat-Slovene Kingdom. 

(13) That the claim of the “ pro-Macedonians ” 
to “work for the autonomy of Macedonia” is 
nothing but a pretext, for when they were able 
to create this autonomy, during the occupation 
of the country by themselves and by the Bulgars, 
they never spoke of it. 

(14) That the Bulgarian Government is per- 
fectly aware of the activities of the comitadjis, 
and that it encourages them. 

(15) That the responsibility of the Bulgarian 
Government is seriously involved. 

(16) That the Macedonian population in general 
has no sympathy for the comitadjis, but is afraid 
of them. 

The activity of the bands of Bulgarian comit- 
adjis in Southern Serbia does not merely con- 
tribute a serious breach of the Treaty of Neuilly, 
it is at the same time an at of war. Up to the 
present, the Serb-Croat-Slovene Kingdom has 
been long-suffering, for the sake of peace, and out 
of regard for its allies of the Great War. However, 
nobody can deny to it the right to reply to this 
act of war by an aét that suffices to put a stop to it. 
The Bulgarian Government pretend that they 
cannot prevent the comitadjis from crossing the 
frontier, because, as they say, they have not 


128 THE COMITADJI QUESTION 


enough soldiers. However, the active comitadjis, 
7.¢., those who cross the frontier, are not numerous. 
In faét, there are estimated to be 5,000 to 7,000 
comitadjis in the neighbourhood of the Mace- 
donian frontier. Bulgaria with her army was able 
to overcome the partisans of Stambolisky, who 
were at least 200,000 in number: how is it that 
she cannot settle with 5,000 or 7,000 comitadjis ? 
The fact is that she does not want to, because the 
comitadjis are her agents. In any case, if she 
refuses to respect her neighbour’s frontier, the 
latter is in no way bound to respect hers. 

The aétivity of the comitadjis must cease, and 
if the Bulgarian Government refuses to take the 
necessary measures, the Serb - Croat - Slovene 
Government will be forced to take strong action, 
and so the peace which has been established at the 
cost of so much pain will again be gravely com- 
promised for the whole of Europe. 


THE COMITADJI QUESTION 129 


APPENDIX A 


Tue Activity or rue Comrrapjis iN SourHERN SERBIA 
FROM THE END oF THE WAR TO ‘THE END OF 1923.* 


1918. ; 
(1) In 1918, the band of Andjel Traychev and of Mitrush 
Noney ill-treated Philip Anastasievich and Dime Sterovich, 
in the village of Orel, until they paid them £1.50, 


1919. 

(2) On the 20th February, 1919, the comitadjis burned 
the house of Arza Davitkovich at Opil. 

(3) In April, 1919, the comitadjis killed Avram Ilievich, 
of Russinovo. 

(4) In June, 1919, the comitadjis killed Gligor Chepar- 
kovich, of Mitrashinats. 

(5) In July, 1919, the comitadjis killed Gligor Kat- 
sarevich, of Ratovo. 

_(6) In August, 1919, the comitadjis killed Nikola 
Golubovich, of Russinovo, and Panta Yeftich, of Vladi- 
mitovo, and burned the farms of widow Matsa Katsarevich 
and of Yussuf Trpevich, of Peshchevo. 

(7) On the 20th Oéober, 1919, the comitadjis attacked 
Yevrem Ilich, of Drenak, and robbed him of 5,000 levas 
and of £T.100 in gold. 

(8) On the night of the 30th and 318t October, 1919, 
comitadjis broke into the house of Redjep Halil, of 
Tursko, and robbed him of £1.80 in gold and 154 levas. 

(9) In the night of the 6th and 7th December, 1919, 
comitadjis robbed Nikola Mihailovich, of Chashina, and 
took from him £'T.50 in gold, 7,000 dinars, and 6,000 levas. 

(10) On the 30th December, 1919, comitadjis attacked 
Stoyan Zafirovich, of Rudare, and took from him 300 
dinars and 10 sheep. 


* This list is not complete, but it suffices to show the danger that is 
presented in Southern Serbia by the raids of the comitadjis sent by the 
committees at Sofia, 
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1920, 

(11) In February, 1920, comitadjis burned the house of 
Velyko Djordjevich, of Rassinovo. 

(72) On the 4th March, 1920, comitadjis attacked 
Davitko Stankovich, of Rudare, and stole from him 500 
levas and other property. 

(13) In the night of the 6th and 7th March, 1920, a group 
of comitadjis came into the house of Vassiliye Yovanovich, 
kmet of Saraya, took from him 2,000 levas, beat him and 
ill-treated him. 

(14) In March, 1920, comitadjis burned the farm and 
the mill of Yevta Popovich, of Razlovats. 

(15) On the 22nd April, 1920, Belchev’s band stopped 
Aivasa Mustapha, of Hamsali, at the place called Djami- 
Tepe, and stole from him 1,400 dinars. 

(16) In April, 1920, comitadjis attacked the houses of 
Yovan Djordjevich, of Budinartsi, of Gligoriye Petskovich, 
Gavrilo Duchich, Djordje Chipevich, Aza Pekevich and. 
Yevta Shumanski, all of Berovo. 

(17) During the night of the 17th and 18th May, 1920, 
seven comitadjis attacked the house of the kmet of the 
village of Negrovo (Kotse Manoylovich) and stole from 
him various objeéts, 920 levas, and £T.20 in gold. 

(18) In May, 1920, the voyvode Krsta Koniushki killed 
Mane Filipovich in front of his house. 

(19) On the 13th June, 1920, comitadjis killed Emin 
Ruman, rural constable of Piperevo. ; 

(20) On the 22nd June, 1920, the comitadji Djurlukoyv 
killed Stoyan Ristich, on the Brod-Latovo road. 

(21) On the 13th July, 1920, near Gecherli, a band of 
comitadjis attacked Vassil Kukulyanovich, Yeftim Athana- 
sovich, Sinadiye Belchevich, Alexa Timovich and Djordje 
Djordjevich, all of Russinovo, and took from them 10,400 
Bulgarian levas. 

(22) In July, 1920, comitadjis killed Vassil Kukulyano- 
vich, of Russinovo. 

(23) On the 13th August, 1920, the band of Ivan Brlo 
carried off Athanas Athanasovich and Athanas Nikolovich, 
of Petrilitse, and extorted ransom (2,000 levas) from their 
parents. 
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(24) On the 27th August, 1920, Toma Filov’s band killed 
Mite Donevich and his horse on the Raboyo-Muttino 
road. 

(25) On the 3rd September, 1920, Riste Kukushanats’ 
band attacked the house of Steria Kostovich, shepherd. 
The comitadjis took his son Kosta, aged 15, and his nephew, 
Steria, and only set them free upon payment of 20,000 
levas. 

(26) On the 14th September, 1920, comitadjis captured 
Rista I. Yovanovich, of Koyinsko, and set him free for a 
tansom of 20,000 dinars. 

(27) On the 14th September, 1920, a band of comitadjis 
captured and carried off the shepherds Yanko and Rista 
Tishal and Dimitrie Burlo. They were set free for ransoms 
of five cheeses, five paits of socks, five flannels, two okas 
of salt, twenty okas of tobacco, ten pairs of sandals, and 
31,000 dinars. 

(28) On the 19th September, 1920, the band of the 
voyvode Ichko Dimitrov tried to cross the Vardar neat 
the railway station of Strumitsa. Gendarmes and peasants 
attacked and killed Dimitrov. The gendarme Athanas 
Illich was also killed. 

(29) In O&ober, 1920, comitadjis robbed Djusa Ristich 
and Vassiliye Malinovich, of Betovo, killed Yovan Marko- 
vich, of Ratovo, and burnt the farm and the mill of Gavrilo 
Kokovich, of Mitrashinats. 

(30) In 1920, comitadjis killed, in the parish of Mech- 
kuyevats, Dega Dimovich, of Sarobitsa. 

(31) In 1920 comitadjis stole from Arza Toshevich, of 
Istevniko, 10,000 dinars, and on the way robbed Vassa 
Yovovich, of the same village, of his purse and 500 dinars. 

(32) In 1920, comitadjis stole two oxen from Bechir 
Redjep, of Vircha. From Osman Reshid, of the same 
village, they stole three cows. 


1921. 
(33) On the 4th February, 1921, Kotse Alexovich, of 
the village of Nezhilovo, was killed by the comitadjis at 
Kratovo. 
(34) During the night of the 14th and 15th March, 1921, 
the band of Djordji Donev captured Ismail Sherif and 
6A 
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ill-treated him. For his freedom the comitadjis demanded 
from Ismail’s father £T.150 and 1,000 napoleons. As 
his father could not pay, Ismail was killed on the 4th 
September, 1921. 

(35) On the roth April, 1921, a band of comitadjis 
attacked the two young. children of Rista Mitsevich, of 
Drvesha, who were keeping sheep. The comitadjis beat 
them, bound them, and stole 30 sheep. 

(36) On the 19th April, 1921, comitadjis attacked Ismail 
Messy, of Hamsali, beat him, ill-treated him, and stole two 
donkeys. 

(37) In April, 1921, comitadjis killed Yevrem Prtlovich, 
of Berovo, and Second-Lieutenant Sava Ledjanats. 

(38) In May, 1921, Lazar Mihailovich was killed by 
comitadjis in the village of Stratsin. 

(39) In May, 1921, the band of Dane Lesov cruelly ill- 
treated Hassan Remed and his wife, of the village of 
Mokro Tsrnilishte, and took from them £T.85 in gold. 

(40) On the 2nd June, 1921, on the Novo Selo-Subovo 
road, comitadjis stabbed to death Hinka, wife of Mirche 
Kotevich, of Subovo. 

(41) On the 9th June, 1921, a band attacked the house 
of Kotse Djordjevich, of Subovo, to rob it. They shot 
and seriously wounded Kotse’s son, Djordje. 

(42) On the 28th June, 1921, a band of comitadjis burnt 
the mill of Athanas Kolevich, in the village of Negovatse. 

(43) On the xsth July, 1921, the band of Mine of 
Barovitsa carried off Apostol Athanaskovich, his daughter 
Yulka, and Kosta Athanaskovich. They were released on 
the 23rd July on payment of 10,000 dinars ransom. 

(44) On the 19th July, 1921, the band of Mita Dimisha 
attacked Koche Katatanovich, merchant, of Strumitsa, 
in the village of Baynsko. He fled with his sister, Aphrodite, 
but both were shot and mortally wounded. 

(45) On the 25th July, 1921, a band of nine comitadjis 
arrested Mita Kuchalievich, of Sermenin, and four other 
shepherds, and let him free on payment of ransom of 
25,000 dinars. 

(46) On the 28th July, 1921, Mine’s band carried off 
Rista Yanevich and Djosha Djordjevich, shepherds. They 
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were set free for a ransom of 3,500 dinars, ro cheeses, and 
9 pairs of sandals. 

(47) In July, 1921, comitadjis killed Gligor Katserovich, 
of Berovo, Dimitrie Peshchevich, and the widow. Cherana 
Katserovich, of Berovo. 

(48) In July, 1921, the band of the voyvode Brlo 
killed Ali-Mehmed, of the village of Lozeler, after taking 
from him £T.12 in gold. Comitadjis then ill-treated Ferad 
Emin and took from him 7,000 German marks and £T.6o. 
Hassan Matsud was ransomed for 3,000 dinars and {/T.20. 
Hussein Matsud was robbed of 490 dinars and £T.2 and 
beaten so that his left foot is permanently injured. 

(49) On the. 2nd September, 1921, the band of Ilia 
Zhekoy attacked travellers near Chepeli and took from 
them 24,350 dinars. 

(50) On the 3rd September, 1921, Mita lessee s band 
killed the kmet of the village of Marichino, Stoyan Fili- 
povich. 

(51) On the 1st OGober, 1921, Filev’s band attacked 
on the road Stoyan Petrovich, mayor of Turnovo, and 
attempted to kill him. The mayor succeeded in escaping, 
but the calf that he was taking to market was killed. 

(52) On the 15th O&tober, 1921, Vandev’s band attacked 
and killed Lazar Petrovich of Smolare, and seriously 
wounded the gendarme Milan Radossavlyevich, on the 
road from Nova Mala to Smolare. 

(53) On the 22nd Oétober, 1921, a band of comitadjis 
attacked Ali Redjep and Ibrahim Hussein, of Shtip ; 
Djordje Andjelovich, of Ignevo; and Rushid Djelatin, 
of Zletovo, and took from them 10,000 levas, on the road 
from Strumitsa to Radovishte. 

(54) On the 22nd Odober, 1921, the band of Konstatin 
Ilev attacked Hassan Djemal, of Sleshevo, on the road 
from Koésturno to Rabovtsi, and took from him 5,000 
levas. 

(55) The gendarme, Milan Radossavlyevich (wounded 
on the 15th Oétober) was killed on the 22nd Oétober, 1921, 
at Suchevo, by Toma Filev’s band. 

(56) In Oétober, 1921, comitadjis fired the hayricks of 
Kogta Shtrpich, of Berovo, and sacked the houses of 


134 THE COMITADJI QUESTION 


Zachaty Chuchurovich, of Berovo, and Andon Yachimo- 
vich, of Dvorishte. 

(57) On the 17th November, 1921, a band of comit- 
adjis attacked the village of Donya Sobra. During the 
fight, Mita Nakovich, of Donya Sobra, was killed, and 
gendarme-sergeant Voynovich was wounded. Two comit- 
adjis were also killed. 

(58) In November, 1921, comitadjis murdered Yovan 
Asprovich, of Smoymirovo. 

(59) On the 1st December, 1921, Mita Tassev’s band 
killed Apostol Traykovich, of Krilatitsa, and Manassie 
Traykovich, of the same village. 

(60) In the night of the 2nd and 3rd December, 1921, 
Vandev’s band killed Mehmed Suleiman, of Chanakli. 

(61) In the night of the 19th and 2oth December, 1921, 
Vandev’s band killed and slaughtered Mamush Kotsevich, 
Mane Traykovich, Mita Malinovich, and Velyko Ilievich, 
of the village of Barbarevo, on the road from Novo Selo to 
Sushitse. 

(62) In December, 1921, Mustapha Shaban, of Udovo, a 
merchant, and Sherif Madjir, of Bashla, were attacked near 
the village of Chepeli by twelve men and robbed of 102,000 
levas. 

(63) In 1921, Andonov’s band robbed Mehmed Bechir, 
of Vircha, of 500 dinars, and killed his son, aged 13. 

(64) In 1921, comitadjis stole a mare from Mustapha 
Edri, .of Vircha, and took his purse at a place called Debeli 
Orman. 

(65) In 1921, Dimitrie Minchich, of Kutsishino, was 
killed by the comitadjis at Srnovo. 

(66) In 1921, Trifun Nikolich, of Choilye, was carried 
off by comitadjis. 

(67) In the autumn of 1921, Zhivko Nagulich, railway 
guard, was killed by the comitadjis at Zelenikovo. The 
body was thrown into the Vardar river. 

(68)-In 1921, comitadjis robbed Dimitrie Zrkvenski, of 
Istevniko, of cash and goods to the value of 10,000 
dinars. 

(69) In 1921, comitadjis killed Milosh and Kosta 
Tassevich at Sirchievo, 
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(70) In 1921, the gendarme Russin Tassich was killed 
in the parish of Blatach. 

(71) In 1921, Mita Kostich, mayor’ of Sokolartse, was 
killed by the comitadjis. 

(72) In 1921, comitadjis robbed Athanas Petrovich, of 
Panchatevo, of 5,000 dinars on the road to Peshchevo, and 
looted the house of Mishko Kozevich, of the same village, 
taking 7,000 dinars. 

(73) In. 1921, Stoyche Arzovich, of Tsatevo Selo, was 
killed in a fight with George Dimisha’s band. 


1922. 

(74) February 18th, 1922, a comitadji of Lekov’s band 
killed Kochana, wife of Yane Alexich, at Nezhilovo. 

(75) On the night of the 24th and 25th February, 1922, 
Chavdarov’s band carried off Yordan Krstich, of Trsani, 
bayoneted him several times, and finally hanged him on 
the bridge at Trsani. 

(76) In the night of the 25th and 26th February, 1922, 
voyvode Panchev and his band attacked the village of 
Trkanye and killed Yordan Kuchetich. During the pursuit 
two soldiers were killed and one gendarme wounded. 

(77) On the 11th March, 1922, the voyvode Simeonov 
sent a letter to Methodie and Djordje Spassich, and to 
Rista Gligorovich, all three of Konche, requesting them, 
with threats, to colleét £T.1,000 for him within a month. 

(78) On the 12th March, 1922, comitadjis hanged Mita 
Nikolich, kmet of the village of Lesnovo, on the road to 
Lukovo. 

(79) In the night of the 17th and 18th March, Mitko 
Tsvetkovich and Gligor Mitich were killed by a band of 
comitadjis in the village of Shlegovo. 

(80) On the r9th March, 1922, the band of the voyvode 
Dimitrov captured Yovan Kafedjich, of Berovo, Nikola 
Teokarevich and Gligor Djordjevich, of Peshchevo, on the 
road from Strumitsa to Berovo, robbed them of 20,000 
dinars and tried to kill them. 

(81) In the night of the 23rd and 24th March, 1922, the 
voyvode Ivan Partsanoy looted the shop of Yovan 
Hadjich, of Vladimirovo (27,000 dinars damage). Partsanov 
was killed by a patrol on March 2oth of this year. 
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(82) In the night of the 25th and 26th March, 1922, 
Panchev’s band killed Yordan Krstich, of Trkanye. 

(83) On the 30th March, 1922, the voyvode Lazar 
Velkov, murdered Manassie Yankovich, of Sushitse, before 
his son, aged 8. 

(84) April 3rd, 1922, Velichko’s band of comitadjis 
carried off Donche Sazdevich and Dine Stoyanovich from 
Daydimirtse. 

(85) April 26th, 1922, Ivan Brlo’s band attacked the 
house of Dane Ristovich, of Mokro Tsrnilishte, with intent 
to kill him and his son Milan. The Ristovichs resisted, and 
the comitadjis retired, carrying off Petar Stoyanovich, of 
Mokro-Tsrnilishte, and Dane Nachevich, of Shtip. 

(86) April 27th, 1922, a band of ten comitadjis captured 
and carried off at eleven o’clock at night the schoolmaster, 
Rakib Kachevich, of Donye Konyare (distri of Skoplie), 
and the kmet of the village, and burned the inn. 

(87) April 30th, 1922, comitadjis burned the house of 
Stamenko Ilievich, of ser, and in the fight which 
followed they wounded the mayor of the village, Donche 
Mitevich, 

(88) On the 4th May, 1922, a company of soldiers 
met a band of 30 comitadjis near Koshevo. In the fight 
Zografov, yvoyvode of the comitadjis, was killed. The 
comitadjis carried off three peasants. 

(89) May 7th, 1922, fourteen comitadjis attacked the 
village of Alexandrovo. They were repulsed by the 
peasants. 

(90) May 9th, 1922, Velichko’s band ill-treated Yachim 
Anchevich and Djordje Yovanovich, in the village of 
Arachinovo. 

(91) May 2oth, 1922, eleven comitadjis attacked the two 
sons of Yeyta Runtevich, of Monastiritse, near Berovo, 
bound them and carried them off with 176 sheep to Klepalo 
in Bulgaria, 

(92) May 21st, 1922, five comitadjis attacked a mill near 
Bitol, ill-treated and robbed the men who worked there, 
and tried to take them away as prisoners. A patrol of 
peasants delivered the prisoners. 

(93) In the night of the 21st and 22nd May, 1922, 
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Vandev’s band murdered Hassan Ibrahim, of the village of 
Chanakli. 

(94) On the 25th May, 1922, Shaban and Veselin 
Yussuf’s band attacked the Town Hall of Obleshevo and 
killed the clerk, Borivoye Pavichich, and Demir Ahmed, 
and looted the municipal treasury. 

(95) On the 26th May, 1922, Ivan Brlo’s band engaged 
battle, at the place called Marasikovo (between the village 
of Krnyevo and Sudich) with a strong patrol of gendarmes., 
The following were killed: Major of Gendarmerie 
Eugen Moderchin, Vladislav Simich, Mesa Despotovich, 
Dimitrie Anufrievich-Pavlovski, A. Stoykovich and Sotir 
Djordjevich, gendarmes. 

(96) May 27th, 1922, comitadjis killed the gendarmes 
Petar Stoykovich and Ignat Mitsich, and despoiled their 
bodies on the road from Kratovo to Lesnovo. 

(97) May 28th, 1922. A gendarme was killed by the 
comitadjis near the village of Plizavtse. 

(98) May 28th, 1922, Vandev’s band killed, in front of 
his children, Mita Yanevich, in the village of Kuklish. 

(99) June ist, 1922, a band of ten comitadjis crossed the 
Bulgarian frontier and was on the 3rd June at Cham- 
Chiflik. The voyvode was Donche Mishev. They were 
destroyed by a detachment in pursuit at the place called 
Yavoritse (district of Strumitsa). 

(100) June 3rd, 1922. Brlo’s band killed the kmet of 
Spilyevo, Mata Kostich, near the village of Stanchevo. 

(ror) June 3rd, 1922. At the place called Tularevsko- 
Topolovichki Preslap, comitadjis killed Milan Petrovich, 
of Topolovik, and Denko Yovanovich, of Vakuf. 

(102) During the night of the 3rd and 4th June, 1922, 
comitadjis attacked the police barracks at ‘T'sarevo Selo, 

(103) June 11th, 1922. Near the village of Stara Nema- 
nitsa a pursuit detachment had an engagement with cornit- 
adjis in the course of which Suleiman Akitov was taken 
prisoner. 

(104) June 14th, 1922. Five comitadjis attacked the 
village of Malo Tsrnilishte ; the inhabitants drove them off. 

(105) June 15th, 1922. Five comitadjis attacked the 
village of Buzimtse (distri€t of Veles). ‘The inhabitants, 
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Mahometans, defended themselves and drove off the 
comitadjis. 

(106) June 21st, 1922. There was a fight on Hill 1,152 
between comitadjis and a platoon of gendarmerie from 
Tsarevo Selo. 

(107) June 24th, 1922. A band of comitadjis broke into 
the Town Hall at Malino, killed the assistant-mayor, 
Anko Djelovich, and mutilated his body, ill-treated the 
mayor, Trayko Sarevich, wounded the clerk, Roman 
Mashich, and stole the entire contents of the municipal 
treasury. 

(108) June 22nd, 1922. Comitadjis killed Branka, 
daughter of Bozha Golubovich, sub-prefeét; Radoye 
Tatich and Sherif Shabanovich, gendarmes; Branko 
Maleshevich and Andria Shalapenovich, frontier-guards, 
at the place called Djami-Tepe, near Berovo. The wife of 
the sub-prefect was seriously wounded. 

(109) In the night of the 29th and 30th June, 1922, in 
the village of Svidovitsa, Vandev’s band killed Mita 
Tanevich and Ibrahim Muharem. Their bodies -were 
mutilated. 

(110) June 29th, 1922. Comitadjis tried to burn the 
houses of Halil Muharem and Mita Tanevich, of Svidovitsa. 

(111) June 30th, 1922. Stoyan Lekov’s band invaded 
the village of Prikovtse and fired five shots at the kmet, 
Alexa Petrovich, beat and cruelly ill-treated the population, 
men, women and children, and carried off three peasants. 

(112) June, 1922. The mayor of Srp was killed by the 
comitadjis. 

(113) July 6th, 1922. A fight took place in the village 
of Strmush, near Kratovo. One soldier and one gendarme 
killed, one soldier wounded. Nine comitadjis killed and 
four wounded. 

(114) July 15th, 1922. At Yeni Mehala, the voyvode 
Vandey and his band tortured and killed Djusa Djordje- 
vich and Ibrahim Hussein. 

(115) In the night of the 15th and 16th July, 1922, in the 
village of Nova Mala, Vandev’s band killed the mayor of 
the village of Piperevo, Tusha Djordjevich Hadjich, and 
Gega Ibrahim Suleiman. Their bodies were mutilated. 
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(116) In the night of the 17th and 18th July, 1922, 
Trayko Tassev’s band attacked the house of the mayor of 
Bossilyevo, Athanas Yanevich, without success. The 
peasants defended themselves. 

(117) July 18th, 1922. A band of comitadjis attacked 
Novo Selo (distri&t of Ohrid), killed one villager and 
wounded another. The band stole from the villagers 150 
gold napoleons and 6,000 dinars. 

(118) In the night of the 19th and zoth July, 1922, 
comitadjis stranged Vassil Andjelovich, formerly mayor of 
Podgortsi, living at Smolare, and cut off his hand to send 
it to Alexandrov at Petrich, as a proof that the order had 
been carried out. 

(119) July 19th, 1922. A band of comitadjis attacked the 
village of Chedomirtse (district of Skoplie) and there ill- 
treated the mayor and the villagers and extorted from them 
4,000 dinars. 

(120) July zoth, 1922. The band of the voyvode Stoyan 
Vrbida carried off Denka Spassich and her child, and threw 
the latter in a ravine. 

(121) In the night of the 26th and 27th July, 1922, the 
band of Vandev bound and carried off Dine Kolevich, 
rural constable of Svidovtse, and killed him on August 3rd 
on the mountain of Belasitsa. 

(122) In July, 1922, comitadjis killed Lovro Vrbata, 
frontier-guard. 

(123) In July, 1922, Vandev’s band killed Tosha 
Apostolovich Karakachanin, near the village of Baynsko. 

(124) On the 4th August, 1922, at Kavadar (district of 
Veles), Yovan Vardarski’s band joined battle with the 
gendarmes. Vardarski and Stoyan Yordanov were killed. 
The gendarme-sergeant, L. Radossavlyevich, was wounded. 

(125) August 8th, 1922. Vandev’s band killed the kmet 
of the village of Richa, Temelko Nikolich, and mutilated 
the body. 

(126) August 19th, 1922. Djordje Dimitrievich, of 
Zletovo, was killed on the road to Lesnovo. 

(127) August 23rd, 1922. Comitadjis killed Magda 
Lazarevich, of Opil, at Opil. 

(128) August 23rd, 1922. A’band of comitadjis invaded 
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the village of Koshevo and killed Milan Trenchevich, 
Danilo and Sotir Temelkovich, ill-treated the population, 
and burned ten houses as well as provisions, cereals, 
fodder, etc. 

(129) August 28th, 1922. Comitadjis took Yane Stevano- 
vich, of Kochane, and killed him. 

(130) In August, 1922, the band of Velichko, of Tsre- 
shevo, captured Trayko Spassich, of Rashtak, at the place 
called Kalesh Mara. 

(131) September 2nd, 1922. Comitadjis killed Checherna 
Tassich and her daughter Reyna, of Negrovo. 

(132) September 14th, 1922. Mine’s band captured 
Djordje Andonovich, Alexa Djordjevich, and Yane 
Dimitrievich, near Sermenin. They were released on the 
22nd, after being robbed. Djordje lost 14,108 dinars, 
Alexa 724 dinars and a silver watch, and Yane 160 dinars. 

(133) September 15th, 1922. Mine’s band captured 
Vandjel Mariola, Apostol Mariola, and Todor Djordjevich, 
of Sermenin, whom they did not release until September 
zoth. From the first the comitadjis took 13,800 dinars, 
from the second 14,210 dinars, and from the third 11,000 
dinars. 

(134) September 2oth, 1922. The mayor of Lesnovo, 
Andjel Mitich, and the kmet, Vassil Nikolich, of Lesnovo, 
were attacked by ten comitadjis in front of the village of 
Drenovo. Nikolich was killed. 

(135) September 25th, 1922. On the road from Kuklish 
to Gradsko-Baldovtse, Vandev’s band attacked Vassil 
Kolevich and George Tsvetanovich, of Monospitovo, 
and Panta Timovich, of Kuklish. Vassil and George were 
killed. Panta was seriously wounded. 

(136) In the night of the 26th and 27th September, 1922, 
a band of comitadjis sacked the village of Suprughe and 
severely beat the mayor and councillors. 

(137) In September, 1922, the band of Velichko, of 
Tsreshevo, murdered Nikola Forkapich, schoolmaster, and 
Rista Nikolich, of the village of Liubantse. 

(138) On the 7th October, 1922, in a fight with Giorgi 
Mitrov’s band, gendarme-sergeant Radivoye Vichentievich 
was killed. 
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(139) On the 9th Oétober, 1922, comitadjis killed the 
priest, Athanas Traykovich, of Koilye. 

(140) On the 23rd O&ober, 1922, towards 7 p.m., two 
of Vandev’s comitadjis threw three bombs into Alexandro- 
vich’s café at Strumitsa. Liutomir Djokovich, student, of 
Berovo, and Kosta, son of the proprietor, were killed. 
Toma Vukotich, master at the High School, Yovan 
Palyosh, Gligor Tyatyevich, Kole Katiurkovich, Vitan 
Tanchevich, merchant, all of Strumitsa, were wounded. 

(141) O&tober 27th and 28th, 1922. Comitadjis attacked 
the frontier posts Dubna No. 23 and post No. 24, both 
situated on Hill 1,500 to the east of Berovo. One soldier 
wounded. 

(142) In Oober, 1922, comitadjis tried to murder 
Vassa Damyanovich, mayor of Vladimirovo, and killed 
Gavrilo Murtovich, of Ratovo, and Dimitrie Djordjevich, 
of Peshchevo. 

(143) November 2nd, 1922, Petre Todorovich, of 
Lisicha, was killed by the comitadjis. 

(144) November 9th, 1922, Vandev’s band hanged the 
mayot of Bossilyevo, Athanas Yanevich, and mutilated his 
body. 

(145) In the night of the 13th and 14th November, 
1922, Vandevy’s band invaded the village of Monospitovo 
and carried off into the mountain Belasitsa, Ilia Nikolich 
(parish priest), Djordje and Yordan Nikolich, and there 
killed them. 

(146) November 21$t, 1922. Comitadjis burned the 
house and mill of Stevan Tsvetkovich, of Knezhevo. 

(147) In the night of the 25th and 26th November, 1922, 
Stoyan Lekov’s band killed Stevan Trayanovich, at 
Marichino. 

(148) In November, 1922, Brlo’s band carried off ia 
Yevremovich from the village of Gorni Balvan and killed 
him. 

(149) In December, 1922, comitadjis burnt the farm of 
Nikola Yovanovich, of Negrovo. 

(150) In December, 1922, Brlo’s band in a fight with a 
patrol killed Dragoliub Chorovich, clerk of Pavleshevo, 
and Ahmed Mahmud, police constable of Golubintse. 
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The following were severely wounded: Vukashin Rado- 
vich, Milan Bazarovich and Yosip Gaydal, gendarmes. 
The following were carried off forcibly into Bulgaria : 
Saphir Lazich, Nahun Lazich, Dane Yovanchevich, Mitrush 
Panevich, Strasha Tevovich, Nikola Minich, Tassa Bone- 
vich and Stoyan Yovanchevich, all of Stanyevats. 

(151) In 1922 comitadjis killed Ruga, wife of Andjel 
Anastasovich, of Selniko. Andjel himself was wounded. 

(152) In 1922 comitadjis robbed the house of Nikola 
Stoyanovich, of Tsarevo Selo. 

(153) In 1922 comitadjis robbed Yovan Mishevich of 
Trabotivishte, of 1,000 dinars. 

(154) In 1922 comitadjis killed the police constable of 
the village of Istevniko, Djordje Mitevich 

(155) In 1922 Yaya-Agha’s band massacred, in the 
village of Kurie, Yordan Tsertsarevich, Damail Yanko- 
vich, Savka Nastovich, Lazar Nastovich, Ignat Djordje- 
vich, Trayko Lazevich, Yordan Boshkovich, Yordan Pane 
Lazovich and Todor Delovich. 

(156) In 1922 comitadjis killed Ismail Emin and Riza 
Alnovich, of Morotvis. 7 

(157) In 1922 comitadjis killed Yordan Krstovich, of 
Trkanye, and Fissan Mustapha, of Obleshevo. The stables 
of the latter were burned, with his oxen, buffaloes, etc. 
The band was commanded by Stancha Mia. 

(158) In 1922 Kosta Dyjordjevich, of Bunesh, was 
killed on the road to Kochane, by some ambushed comit- 
adjis. 

Gon In the parish of Polach the following were killed 
by the comitadjis in the years 1921 and 1922: Mita Yova- 
novich, of Polach; Yeftim Kitanovich, of Gradle; Srbin 
Velyovich, of Neboyan; Bogatin Stamenkovich, of 
Neboyan; Andon Stoyanovich, of Novo Selo, and 
Krsta Stoykovich, of Neboyan. 


1923. 

(160) January 6th, 1923. Vandev’s band killed Velyko 
Petrovich, of Popchevo, on the road from Popchevo to 
Strumitsa. 

(161) January 16th, 1923. About thirty comitadjis 
attacked the village of Kadrifakovo and there killed 
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seventeen of the inhabitants (men, women and children), 
wounded six persons, burned four houses and _ three 
stables, and stole three cows and a horse. 

(162) In the night of January 16th and 17th a Bulgarian 
band crossed the frontier near the Fort No. 4 and went 
towards Udovo. When pursued they retired into Bulgaria 
during the night of the 21st and 22nd. 

(163) January 26th, 1923. Stoyche Athanasov’s band 
killed Isa Chimich, gendarme corporal patrolling the 
village of Nemanitse. 

(164) In the month of January, 1923, comitadjis killed 
the gendarme Yevrem Shabich, burned alive Gligor 
Vassilievich, of Ratenovo, and Dimitrie Tsotsevich, of 
Berovo, and burnt the farm of Yevrem Pishovich, of 
Budinartsi. 

(165) February 11th, 1923. Pandev’s band hanged Ali 
Muharem on the road from Kuklish to Strumitsa. 

(166) February 11th, 1923. A detachment of soldiers 
spent a night in a lonely house in the village of Terantse. 
Six comitadjis attacked them and wounded one soldier. 

(167) February 18th, 1923. A skirmish between a 
patrol of gendarmes and a band of comitadjis took place 
near the village of Hamsali. 

(168) February 28th, 1923. The three bands of the 
voyvodes Ivan Brlo, Panche, and Stoyan Lekov, forty-five 
to fifty men in all, were in the villages of Tonatertsi and 
Batanya (District of Kochane) with the intention of attack- 
ing the colony of Dolyani. There was a fight and the 
police superintendent, Perovich, and seven soldiers were 
killed. Their bodies were mutilated. 

(169) In February, 1923, comitadjis killed Djordje 
Trenchevich and his son Lazar. 

(170) In the night of March rst and 2nd, 1923, comit- 
adjis killed Rista Traychevich, of Umliane, and _ his 
servant, Yefta Pop-Petrovich, of Vladimirovo. Then 
they set fire to the farm and burned the bodies. 

(171) On March 6th, 1923, a band of ten comitadjis, 
commanded by the voyvode Petre Pashkov, and one of 
eighteen comitadjis commanded by Giorgi Barberevski, 
reported in the distri€t of Strumitsa. 


144 THE COMITADJI QUESTION 


(172) March 7th, 1923. Comitadjis threw two bombs 
into the house of Yefta Bikovich, municipal cashier of 
Berovo. 

(173) March. 13th, 1923. Shukri Ismail and Djordje 
Mitevich, of the village of Ilovitse, were killed by Vandev’s 
band. 

(174) In the night of May 13th and 14th, 1923, Vandev’s 
band killed Stoyan Athanasovich, Mayor of Bosilyevo. 

(175) March 18th, 1923. Voyvode Mite Opilski and 
fifteen to twenty men attacked the house of Mitko Tsvetko- 
vich, innkeeper at Shlegovo, and killed him and his son 
Gligor. 

(176) In March, 1923, comitadjis killed Alexander 
Popchevich and Yefta Andonovitch, of Smoymirovo, and 
tried to kill Yefta Bikovich, of Berovo. 

(177) In March, 1923, comitadjis carried off by force 
Polishera Traychevich, wife of Rista Traychevich, whom 
they had killed, and Evdokia Gligorovich, of Chiflik. 
Polishera was found six months later—a corpse. The 
fate of Evdokia is unknown. > 

(178) April 24th, 1923. A military patrol met with 
nine comitadjis near the frontier stone pillar No. 9 (distrié 
of Strumitsa). 

(179) April 25th to 27th, 1923. The bands of Lazar 
Divlianats and of Petre Veleshki were in the village of 
Tatomir, Donya Djudjontse, Slanyevats and Pavyleshevo. 
One comitadji was taken prisoner. 

(180) In April, 1923, comitadjis killed Yovan Petko- 
vich, of Vladimirovo. 

(181) May 3rd, 1923. Vandev’s band killed Panta 
Kristovich, of Kuklish. 

(182) May rath, 1923. Gendarme-corporal Milan 
Chelovich met thirty to forty comitadjis of the voyvode 
Vandev’s band, on the mountain Djami-Tepe, at the place 
called Nebeshnitsa. 

(183) May 13th, 1923. A very strong patrol of gen- 
darmes and soldiers killed the voyvode Avram Predarev, 
and wounded and took prisoner the comitadji Nikola 
Troshanov, at the place called Slivnitsa, on the Mountain: 
Djami- Tepe. 
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(184) During the night of March 17th and 18th, 1923, 
Vandev’s band captured Petar Kostantinovich, formerly 
mayor, and Tusha Tsvetkovich, of Koleshin, and killed 
them on the mountain Belasitsa. 

(185) May 2oth, 1923. A band of 115 comitadjis 
attacked a platoon of sixty-two gendarmes. The fight 
lasted the whole afternoon. Ten gendarmes were killed 
and fifteen wounded; twenty comitadjis killed and 
twenty-one taken prisoners. 

(186) May 21st, 1923. Nikola Djordjevich and Velya 
Alimovich, of Konche, were wounded by comitadjis near 
the village of Liubantse. 

(187) May 22nd, 1923. A band of comitadjis captured 
Serafim Yovanovich, of Opil, and two companions, and 
took Serafim away. Later they killed him. 

(188) May 26th, 1923. A military detachment met 
two voyvodes of comitadjis with eighteen men to the 
east of the village of Kotsbunar. 

(189) May 27th, 1923. A platoon of gendarmes came 
into collision with Petre Veleshki’s band, near Krushitsa ; 
two comitadjis were wounded. 

(190) May 29th, 1923. A band of comitadjis stopped 
some villagers from Dobrinye returning from the fair at 
Veles and ordered them to provide them with food, 
threatening to burn the village. 

(191) May 29th, 1923. A band of comitadjis reported 
at the village of Gradmantse, where they looted food and 
carried off a peasant 

(192) In the night of June 6th and 7th, 1923, the voy- 
vode Zlatko Stanoykov was in the villages of Dogolitsa 
and Nazoritsa, where he ill-treated the inhabitants. 

(193) June 8th, 1923. Comitadjis attacked the house of 
an inhabitant of the village of Nemanitsa. 

(194) In the night of June roth and 11th, 1923, comit- 
adjis attacked a platoon of soldiers in the village of 
Brashevo. One soldier was killed. 

(195) June 11th, 1923. Four comitadjis sacked the 
house of Yordan Nikolich, of Chashka, where Temelko 
Rizovich, of Gabrovo, and Dine Nedelkovich, of Orahovo- 
Dol, were in a room. They threw in three bombs and 
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fired with their rifles. Rizovitch was very seriously 
wounded. 

(196) June 12th, 1923. The detachment of Sushitsa 
and Divlie pursued two bands of comitadjis: who had 
fortified themselves in two positions, Djurishki Manastir 
and Babina Drme. The fight lasted ten hours. 

(197) June rath, 1923. Bands of Bulgarian comit- 
adjis, twenty to twenty-five men Strong, reported in the 
mountains of Plachkavitsa and Kukavitsa. 

(198) June 12th, 1923. Halil Myare, of the village of 
Svadoritse, hanged by the comitadjis. 

(199) June 13th, 1923. Vandew’s band killed Kosta 
Tsvetkovich, of Koleshin, on the road from Strumitsa to 
Popchevo, in order to rob him. 

(200) June 16th, 1923. A band of comitadjis attacked 
the mayor of Popchevo, Panta Yanevich, and three 
gendarmes on the road to Strumitsa. The mayor was 
wounded in the shoulders and his horse killed. 

(201) During the night of June 16th and 17th, 1923, a 
band of comitadjis came to the village of Klissura, where 
they compelled the inhabitants to feed them. In the 
morning they went on, but were attacked by a patrol. 

(202) June 18th, 1923. Voyvode Zlatko Stanoykov 
with a band of eleven comitadjis reported in the southern 
half of the Bosilgrad distria. 

(203) June 19th, 1923. A band of comitadjis, forty 
men strong, crossed the frontier near to Barbarevo. 

(204) During the night of June 19th and 2oth, 1923, 
a band of Bulgarian comitadjis attacked the fort Visoka 
Chuka. They were repulsed. Greek soldiers hurried 
to the aid of the Serbian soldiers. 

(205) During the night of June 23rd and 24th, 1923, 
Vandev’s band killed Seraphim Ristovich, kmet of the 
village of Svidovitsa. 

(206) June 29th, 1923. Comitadjis attacked and killed 
Bozhin Traychevich, kmet of Kukovo. 

(207) June, 1923. Comitadjis tried to kill Alexander 
Peychich, but only succeeded in wounding him. 

(208) July sth, 1923. Nahum Yossifov’s band met 
with in the northern part of the distri@ of Ohrid, 
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(209) July 6th, 1923. Comitadjis killed Vassilie Yovano- 
vich, of Kalnishte, on the road to Zletovo. 

(210) July 8th, 1923. Voyvode Mita Opilski came 
down into the village of Gornie Kratovo and had Ilia 
Tomovich and his wife beaten, each twenty-five strokes. 

(211) July oth, 1923. A band of comitadjis was 
attacked by a patrol near the village of Sermenin. Killed, 
one comitadji; wounded, three soldiers and a gendarme. 

(212) July rith, 1923. Comitadjis attacked a train at 
Drashevats. One soldier killed. 

(213) July 13th, 1923. Two bands of comitadjis, 
each ten men strong, crossed to the right side of the 
Vardar. One went towards Kavadar, the other towards 
Veles. 

(214) July 20th, 1923. The band of voyvode Kame 
Dorovski, twenty men strong, came into the town of 
Negotin and there massacred Demir Ali, Mula Mehmed, 
Ismail Hadjia Suleiman, Ahmed Mula Abdul, Assis 
Sedja, Mehmed Berber, Mehmed Mula Hassan, Ibrahim 
Karto, Ali Shachir, all of Negotin, and Mustafa Fasli 
of Timianitsa. 

(215) July 23rd, 1923. A band of thirty to forty 
comitadjis attacked the gendarme post of Baynsko, district 
of Strumitsa. The attack was repulsed with the aid of 
Turkish villagers. 

(216) July 25th, 1923. Comitadjis attacked the house 
of Yovan Topaychevich, clerk to the sub-prefe&t of 
Berovo. They threw four bombs. They had previously 
soaked the door and windows with oil in order to set fire 
to the house. 

(217) August 1st, 1923. The band of the voyvode 
Kamchev killed Kotse Ristich, mayor of Liubantse, at 
the place called Duboki Dol, near Liubantse. 

(218) August sth, 1923. Comitadji Stoyan Gordanov 
was killed in a fight near the village of Voyintse. 

(219) In the night of August 7th and 8th, 1923, comit- 
adjis attacked the house of Rumena, widow of Dima 
Stankovich; of Papradishte, and tortured her until she 
gave them thirty napoleons in gold. 
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(220) August 12th, 1923. A band of comitadjis under 
the command of the voyvode Zlatko Stanoykoy came 
into the village of Nazaritse, and there ill-treated Christo 
Stanoykovich and his wife. 

(221) August 16th, 1923. A band of comitadjis 
passed through the distri of Zheglikovo, towards the 
village of Stayevtsi in the Ovche Polie. 

(222) August 18th, 1923. Towards midnight, a Bul- 
garian band attacked the village of Radnya (distri& of 
Gevgelia). They hanged the kmet, Petar Filipovich, 
and bayoneted Toma Stoyanovich, rural constable. 

(223) August 25th, 1923. Two detachments of comit- 
adjis (each of six men) tried to pass the frontier at Kriva 
Palanka. They were prevented. 

(224) August 26th, 1923. A band of thirty-five Bul- 
garian comitadjis crossed into Serb-Croat-Slovene terti- 
tory near the second Bulgarian fort in the village of 
Zerovina. They entered the distri@ of Bosilgrad. 

(225) August 28th, 1923. Frontier guards had a 
fight with Bulgarian comitadjis near the village of Zidi- 
lovo. The comitadjis retired into Bulgaria. ; 

(226) In August, 1923, comitadjis robbed Arsa Mila- 
dinovich, of the village of Treymantsi, of 21,800 levas 
and £T. 50 in gold. 

(227) In August, 1923, comitadjis hanged Catherine, 
widow of Kolevich, of Berovo, and Marie, wife of Mate- 
vich, of Berovo, and they killed the constabulary captain 
Stevan Vuchetich and the gendarmes Goyko Milovich 
and Panta Velkovich. Arsa Tsikarevich and Ilia Shiste- 
vich, of Ratovo, were also killed. The gendarmes Djura 
Bizhich, Petar Devetak, and Vandjel Zdravkovich were 
wounded. 

(228) In the night of September 3rd and 4th, 1923, 
comitadjis attacked the house of Chira Dimitrievich, of 
Papradishte, but were repulsed by the village guards. 

(229) September sth, 1923. Comitadjis attacked the 
postman, of the village of Topolchani at the place called 
Peshereshki Dol. 

(230) September 7th, 1923. Comitadjis burned the 
hayricks of Gherasim Andjelovich, of Sokolartse. 
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(231) September 11th, 1923. A band of twenty comit- 
adjis attacked the village of Gradmantse belonging to 
the parish of Kochane. They were commanded by 
Veleshki. They were driven off by the gendarmes. 

(232) September 12th, 1923. Voyvode Stoyan Lekov 
with two comitadjis came into the village of Shlegovo 
and ill-treated the peasant Djura Ilievich of that village. 

(233) September 12th, 1923. A band of eight comit- 
adjis appeared in the distri& of Prilep. 

(234) September 13th, 1923. The wife of Alexa 
Kolevich, of Berovo, was hanged near the road from 
Berovo to Pelichevo-Tsarevo Selo. 

(235) In the night of September 17th and 18th, 1923, 
comitadjis made unsuccessful attacks on the house of 
Djordje Tsvetkovich, of Papradishte. 

(236) September 19th, 1923. A band of twenty comit- 
adjis tried to return to Bulgaria near Veliki Bozhidartsi. 
They were attacked by Serbian frontier-guards and soldiers 
of the 22nd regiment. 

(237) September 27th, 1923. On the territory of the 
parish of Ibrahimovo a military patrol came into collision 
with Velichko’s band. Second-Lieutenant A. Vuchetich 
was killed and corporals N. Mihailovich and Ilia Trayko- 
vich wounded. Comitadji Natse Stoyanov was killed 
and comitadji Abdul Elmas seriously wounded. 

(238) September 29th, 1923. A band of twenty-five 
men attacked the village of Grabovo. In the fight, Yane 
Mitrovich was killed and two peasants were wounded. 

(239) October 4th, 1923. Comitadjis wounded Alex- 
ander Aleksich, of the village of Gradovtse. 

(240) In the night of OGtober 4th and sth, 1923, Yevrem 
Andevich, of the village of Strmush, was killed. 

(241) O&tober 5th, 1923. A band of fifteen to twenty 
comitadjis came into collision with a patrol of soldiers 
near Veliki Bozhidartsi. A fight took place. 

(242) Oftober 8th, 1923. A band of fifty comitadjis 
reported in the distri& of Kriva Palanka. They killed 
three peasants at Petralitsa. 

(243) During the night of Oftober 8th and 9th, 1923, 
in a fight with Mitrov’s band, near the village of Miletkovo, 
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the gendarme Milan Pavlovich and the peasant Milosh 
Tashovich, of Sermenin, were wounded. 

(244) During the night of O&ober 15th and 16th, 1923, 
comitadjis killed Chosha Nastovich, of Mechkuieyats. 

(245) During the night of OGober 16th and 17th, 1923, 
comitadjis repeated their attempt on the house of Chira 
Dimitrievich, of Papradishte, again without success. 

(246) Oétober 18th, 1923. Near Makresh (Ovche 
Polie) a patrol came into collision with a band of comit- 
adjis commanded by Yanyev (son of Ivan Brlo). The 
gendarme Shabich Suleiman was wounded and taken 
prisoner by the comitadjis. His body was afterwards 
found near the scene of the fight. Constabulary-sergeant 
Dushan Markovich was wounded. 

(247) O&ober 20th, 1923. Bulgarian soldiers from the 
fort at Stratsimirovtse attacked the Serbian Customs 
House and carried off by force Randjel Stoyanovich, of 
Klissura, a Serbian subje&. 

(248) Odtober 22nd, 1923. The band of fifteen men 
of the voyvode Modenski was taken by surprise by a 
patrol near the village of Radnia. Two comitadjis wete 
wounded. 

(249) O&tober 24th, 1923. A band of comitadjis 
invaded the village of Sedlar (distri€ét of Strumitsa) and 
extorted £T. 63 in gold from the peasants. The same 
band took £T. 15 at the village of Andjelats. 

(250) Oétober 24th, 1923. Kosta Mitev’s band attacked 
Yanush Yovanovich, of Trbichane, while he was asleep 
in his field. They cut his throat and mutilated his 
body 

(251) During the night of O&ober 24th and 25th, two 
detachments of comitadjis, each of six men, crossed the 
Serb-Croat-Slovene frontier near Frontier Stone No. 95. 

(252) Oétober 27th, 1923. The gendarme Milan Trboye- 
vich was killed in the wood near the village of Lokvitsa. 

(253) In Oétober, 1923, after a fight with a patrol at 
the place called Slivnitsa, comitadjis burned sixteen barns 
belonging to the inhabitants of the village of Ratovo. 

(254) November 3rd, 1923. The band of the voyvode 
Alexa Stevanov, twenty men strong, was located on 
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Prostren Mountain and on the boundary of the distri€ts of 
Kichevo and Krushevo. 

(255) November 11th, 1923. Two soldiers of the 
roth Frontier Company, Voyslav Shumaghich and Milan 
Mirkovich, were killed by comitadjis between Forts 1 and 2. 

(256) November 11th, 1923. Brlo’s band seized Sanda 
Danilovich, kmet of the village of Orel, and beat him 
cruelly. Then they burned the village hayricks. 

(257) November 12th, 1923. Ivan Brlo’s band attacked 
the village of Orel (distri&t of Ovche Polie), ill-treated the 
mayor and several peasants, and carried off Pavle Zafito- 
vich and Ignatovich. 

(258) November 12th, 1923. Spira Yandjevich, of 
Matvenik, was hanged and stabbed all over by a band of 
forty comitadjis. His wife Paraskeva, his brother Djordje, 
and his neighbour Yosif Djordjevich were ill-treated. 

(259) During the night of November 13th and 14th, 1923, 
Brlo’s band fired the barns of the village of Nemanitse. 

(260) On November 15th, 1923, Chavdatrov’s band 
burned the houses of Todor Djordjevich, Spassa Nikolich, 
Petar Djordjevich, Smilka Andjelovich and Velina Ando- 
vich, of the village of Bresek. 

(261) On November 15th, 1923, the bands of Pancha 
Chavdatov and Shaban Shachir killed infantry major 
Radovan Sharanovich and private Milia Stoyanovich on 
the road from Orizare to Bresek. 

(262) November 15th, 1923. Mita Nikolich, of Mat- 
venik, was assassinated by the comitadjis near Trabovishte. 

(263) November 16th, 1923. A band of fifteen comit- 
adjis carried off Yefta Yovanovich, of Trabovishte, and 
stole 500 levas. 

(264) November 16th, 1923. Shaban’s band made an 
unsuccessful attempt to assassinate the mayor of Obles- 
hevo, Trifun Zayich. 

(265) November 17th, 1923. The band of the voyvode 
Petre Ovcharov attacked the village of Sobra. Gendarmes 
and inhabitants defended themselves, killed two comit- 
adjis and wounded two more. The peasant Mita Niko- 
lich was killed and the constabulary sergeant Vitomir 
Voynikovich wounded. 
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(266) November 17th, 1923. Comitadjis killed Todos- 
siye Spassovich, of Rastovtse, near to a brook, between 
the mountains Gayova and Geyzetepe, and wounded the 
gendarme Yanko Djukich. 

(267) November 18th, 1923. Gendarmes fought with 
the comitadjis on Mount Obazni (distri€&t of Malesh), 
One comitadji killed and one gendarme wounded. 

(268) During the night of November 18th and 19th, 
1923, the voyvode Shaban and his band were located in 
the village of Kuzichino, distri€t of Kochane. He carried 
off Djordje Grka Andovich, of Kuzichino, and killed 
him. 

(269) During the night of November 18th and roth, 
1923, Mitev’s band killed Rista Stoyanovich and Krésta 
Vitanovich, of Resenikovo. 

(270) November z2oth, 1923. Shaban’s band burned in 
the village of Spaichevo the houses of Spira Mitevich, 
Zotka Gavrilovich, Mita Andjevich, Cyril Seraphimovich, 
Alexander Gavrilovich, Pancha Yordanovich and Vassa 
Yachimovich. y 

(271) About November zoth, 1923, the voyvode Brlo 
and his band were in the villages of Orel and Trajevtse, 
where they extorted money from the people and killed 
Done Danevich. 

(272) November 22nd, 1923. A band of comitadjis 
burned, at Veli, the houses of Trayan Yovanovich, Lazar 
Bozhinovich, Todossie Mitevich, Yeftim Mitevich and 
Mitsko Voynovich. 

(273) During the night of November 26th and 27th, 
1923, Blazha Yevremovich and Stoyan Dodich, of the 
village of Petreshina (distri&t of Kochane), were hanged 
by the comitadjis. 

(274) November 26th, 1923. The band of Ivan Brlo 
and Shaban Shachir, in a fight with the peasants of the 
village of Ulartsi, wounded Mile Panevich and Yovan 
Temovich and burned several barns, seven hayricks and 
one dwelling-house. Two villagers were carried off by 
the comitadjis. 

(275) November 27th, 1923. Brlo’s band burned the 
house of Rista Yovich, at Pishitse. 
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(276) November 27th, 1923. Comitadjis killed the 
miller Hussein Nesir, of Veles, in his mill near the village 
of Pishitse. 

(277) November 28th, 1923. Three comitadjis murdered 
the innkeeper, Kosta Mihailovich, and his son, Methodie, 
at Zrkovats (distri of Kochane). 

(278) November 29th, 1923. Comitadjis burned, at 
Kuzichino, two houses belonging to settlers from the 
department of Toplitsa. 

(279) November 29th, 1923. Comitadjis killed Stoyan 
Mitevich, of Kuzichino. 

(280 Novembet 30th, 1923. A band of comitadjis 
burned, in the village of Morotvis, the houses of Andjel 
Tsonevich, Stoyan Arzich and Asis Osman. 

(281) December 2nd, 1923. A fight took place between 
a patrol and some comitadjis, near the village of Spaichevo, 
distri@ of Kochane. The gendarme Milenko Nikolich was 
killed, the soldier Yanko Yevremovich and another 
gendarme were wounded. 

(282) December 2nd, 1923. Nikola Vassilyev’s band 
killed gendarme corporal Abduraman Murad and Shaban 
Ali Sherif, of Toponitse, at the place called Hevo Seno. 

(283) During the night of December and and 3rd, 1913, 
comitadjis burned the houses of the priest, Yordan Miladin, 
Milan Lazarevich, Yotsa Andonovich and Alexa Maximo- 
vich, at Spaichevo. 

(284) During the night of December and and 3rd, 1923, 
comitadjis burned the houses of Petar Donovich and 
Ilana Ivanovich, both of Krupishte, distriét of Ovche 
Polie. 

(285) December 4th, 1923. Brlo’s band killed Spira 
Tsvetkovich, of Nemanitse. 

(286) December 8th, 1923. Ivan Brlo’s band, thirty 
to forty men strong, tortured and killed the kmet of the 
village of Divlie, Spassoye Stevkovich. The same day 
the band also killed Stoyan Mitrovich and the soldier 
Vlada Kralievich. 

(287) In 1923 comitadjis burned the house of inka 
Stoyanovich, of Tsarevo Selo, and burned alive the 
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proprietor, and Varda and Zhivka, daughters of Milutin 
Blagoyevich. 

(288) In 1923 Mahmud Sherif, of Vircha, was robbed 
of 3,000 dinars by comitadjis at the place called Kali- 
mansko Polie. 

(289) In 1923 a band of comitadjis killed at Bistrenitsa 
the officers of the parish : Mustapha Ahmed, kmet, Djemal 
Ahmet, kmet, Suleiman Mahmud, Mehmed Mahmud, 
Aboul Halil, Halil Omer, Hussein Suleiman, Sherif Ali, 
Ahmed Hussein, all municipal councillors of the parish 
of Bistrenitsa, and Ahmed Yussuf, constable of the village. 

(290) In 1923 comitadjis extorted 2,000 dinars from 
Adam Hussein and 1,500 dinars from Hamdia Mehmed, 
both of Vircha, at the place called Kalimansko Polie. 

(291) In 1923 comitadjis hanged Spiro A. Stanoyevich, 
of Istevniko, from the bridge, near the village. 

(292) In 1923 the schoolmaster of Pancherevo, Vassilie 
Tsanich, was killed by the comitadjis. 

(293) In 1923 Andjel Traychev’s band carried off by 
force into Bulgaria : Djordje Yosevich, Petar Spassich, 
Kotse Spassovich, Lazar Slatovich, Voyin Smilyevich, 
all of the villages of Gornie and Donie Djudjontsi and 
Orel. 
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APPENDIX B 


ForcEeD CONTRIBUTIONS : A DOCUMENT 


We have shown by the depositions of our witnesses 
how the revolutionary committees in Sofia wring money 
from the peaceful population of Southern Serbia by 
means of their comitadjis. We print, facing the title 
page, a facsimile of an order for payment addressed to a 
citizen from Macedonia. It will be observed that the 
comitadjis send these orders in such great numbers that 
they need to use printed forms. The skull and cross- 
bones is stamped on to the forms by hand, in red ink. 
The text of the document was as follows :— 


V.M.R.O. . To Mr. — 
Stes Oraicadens Todor 
Liberty or Death Kovachev_ 
No. 63. 
27/VIl/1923. MIDE FONG Ch). tae ee, 
Macedonia. 


The Local Revolutionary Committee demands from 
you, for the second time, five thousand levas, the sum fixed 


in accordance with the order, and in case of delay 
a fine of | 


or total 


The utmost time allowed is five days; in case of 
non-compliance within the time mentioned, and if the 
sum demanded is not paid, we will proceed with 


extreme severity. 


Director ..... 


Cashier 


(Signature illegible.) 
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“Extreme severity” only too often means Death! 
Note, too, that the amount of the contribution is indicated 
in Bulgarian levas, and not in Serbian dinars, although 
the “ tax-payer”’ is on Serbian territory. So these self- 
styled “ autonomists ”’ reckon in Bulgarian currency. 
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